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An ATTEMPT to call off the ATTENTION 

of contrite-hearted SINNERS from every other 
OBJECT as inſufficient to heal and comfort 
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Neither is there Make in any other, for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men whereby We 


muſt be ſaved—Acrs i iv. get 3 
Hie healeth the broken in heart, te cxlvii. 3. 
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F my heart deceives me not, my leading if 
1 view, in the publication of the follow- 8 
ing ſheets, is, to do good to my fellow- 
creatures; by attempting to correct the too 
common and preèvailing Errors men almoſt _ rf 
naturally fall into, in the grand buſineſs of 1 
ſalvation, and by adminiſtering ſuch Inſtruc- 9 
tions, as, by the bleſſing of Almighty Gop, | | 
may lead them in the right way to the City 4 
of Habitation. . 5 Fg S 
/ 
' 


Large acquaintance with profeſſors of 
religion of various ſects, long experience in 
the religious life, and that obſervation made 
5 n men and things ſuch manner of life 
|| almoſt neceſſarily produces, have ſettled me 
= in a full perſuaſion, that more than one 
| half of the profeſſing world, are altogether 
ſtrangers. to vital Godlineſs : excluſive of | 
the far greater part of the world, who make 1 
no profeſſion at all. Strait is the gate, and * 
narrow is the way that leads to life, and few- | 4 
| there be that find it, Math. vii. 14. „ | 


Some content themfelves with the re- 
ligion of their Anceſtors, and are able to 

produce no ſtronger arguments in favor of 

* g chriſtianity, 
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chriſtianity, than a Pagan, a Mabometan, 
or a Je would ſeveralty produce. - Others 


in the name of 4 ſet, orthodoxy of ſeriti- 


ment, &c. h 


I have written the ſubſequent with all = 


poſſible candor, and catholicifm conſideri 


myſelf, not as a Churchman, a — — — 5 


but what I earneftly wifh, and hi 
ly to be found, a Chriſtian : and 


. 


have endeavoured to ſquare both correction, 
and inſtruction, to the Rule received in 
common by all the followers of our LO 


Jesvs CHRISr. 


1 hope none but the Profeſſor whoſe 


ſanctity is foured, will diſapprove, or con- 


demn me of levity, when Fam ſetring forth 
Jzsvs as a phyfician; inaſmueh as have en 
deavoured to mingle the atilę and duct, and 
from both to compoſe a precious ointment. 
to ſmell to, and an effectual Balm to heal 


_ Eatneftly wiſhing that what F have here 
I wilt, 
I I remain dear reader, whoever thou art, 4, 
friend and well wiſher of thine, andof all 


Written in the ſpirit of loye and goe 
may be received and read tn the ſame 


who love our Log. Jesvs Cnxisr in ſince- 
rity fare wet. E | 
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n es | HOD made mn upright che 
; 8 ” wiſe man, nor do 1 
it poſſible he c | | 
otherwiſe; his holineſs: 7% 5 97 
lee dim to be delighted witng 3 
Ai ien - arid his wiſdom 8 | 
; and goodness would not ſuffer him to call 2 
| foto being ture that muſt owe it's — i 
happineſs to his favour, yet hi h he could = 
have no pleaſure in. And man, thus coming 4 
out of the hands of | and capable => 
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The Naber of Gitzas' tr 


py ruling that world of ny he was . 
ſtituted ard and geuerner, W as truly 2 
noble Creature, and by far tl 


en ns 
lent of all the ab th. ee uli 2. 
lwering the great idea K 16s Creator Gov. 
Gratitude and 2 love enflamed his 

bleart, while praiſes fuch as creatures per 


fect, and unfallen e auld fing; gon! bis 


. * e 1 
. 
* 1 6 1 ad. G 4 


TW - Tünsful voice. law of Gop was in- 
c tribed on the table of his heart, nor was any 
tting enjoined beyond his Power to fulfil, © 
or what his divine and perfect: Sopl could | 
not acquieſce in, nor be delighted with. 
ö __ 80 And in this ſtate of chang 2. 
. mu needs be completely happy, he live 
Ander the undes f e d Maker hd c mjoyt 
_ = ſweet communion with his.Gop,., The 1 5 
EG. pr Cad e by the beni ne hand » ai. tÞ 
1 Benefactor, ns 
dug enn wholeſome herb, and . 
various kinds produced ſalubrious 2 Hen 
nor called for the laborious hand to dig and 
dung; fuck rich proviſion had the Fug: 
teons donor of all, god, appointed for the 
uſe of man without his induſtry and care. 
| The glory of Gov illuſtriouſty ſhone forth 
on his untainted and delighted mind in 
| every herb and flower of the fertile garden, F 
_ while birds and beaſts in perfect peace and 
Harmony, F alike of the common 
bounties of their great Creator, and ban- 
75 ew at one Common table ſpread for No F 
| 215 4 


8 Conteranens:: * 


No painful reflecions ef ilty deeds in- 
terrupted the tranquility of his mind, nor 
diſquieting apprehenſions of future things 
diſturbed his repoſe; but ſweet and raviſh- 

contemplation on the wonderful works 

8 ts at Maker filled his pious breaſt, 
while delighrful acts of ſincere and fervent 
worſhip emp loyed his leiſure hours. 
L$ FP 
Ni, ight, ſeduced by that old ſerpent the 
devil, he took of the fruit of the interdicted 
ttee, tranſgreſſing hereby the command 
ment of his that: by which he brought 
ruin upon himſelf, and all that ſnould de- 
ſcend him. And from thence we no 
longer ſee ts lord of the lower world con- 


ae glories of the ſkies, and 

n the aro of his Gon; bur 
| e 1 fooliſhly employed in contriv- 
ing to hide his Gia... and conceal the evil 
A. He whoſe penetration and diſcern- 


ment of the animal creation was ſuch, as 


to impoſe a name on every living creature, 


ſuited to it's nature, was now become ſo Oh 


ſtupid, dark, and ignorant, as to attempt 
to evade the preſence of the omnipreſent 
Lon, and to eſeape his eye to whom all . 
| things? are expoſed and viſible. 
4. That ſweet peace and heart- felt plea- 
ſure ariſing from communion with his Gop, 
are now no more, but guilty fears diſtreſs his 
| ee ſoul, and drive him to his feet, the 
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light is dark in his tabernacle; and defiruc- 
| Fe is ready at his fide. Now forſaking the 
fountain of living waters, he attempts, -but. 
all in vain, to hew out ciſterns for his own. 
ſupply ; the waters of Sbiloab ceaſed to 
flow, and all the ſtreams of conſolation were 
cut off. The voice of Gon that was wont 
do charm his liſtening ear, and impatt ſoft 
traanſport to his heart, now mare than a 
mie 2 thunder ſtuns his ſoul, and like an 
1 1 inward. 
paar. A ſenſe of complicated guilt awak- 
_.- en Gary wales before; and 
is ſoul, which while innocent and pure 
was drawn by a ſtrong and ſweet attraction 
1 —— vor —— 
PRES PIN y ſtrong avetſation driven 
from his ſight, as maſt unſufferable, and 
_ left to wander wretched and forlorn,-in the 
A dark and deep-abyls, of it's own vain ima- 
=. - gination. | Whither will: he fly ?- Wenge 
INE — — him, nd 
| WE nu wag ene Gon will arreſt 
bring him to the bar of Juſtice. Where 
1 he hide himſelf ? Can he eſcape. the 
of Omniſcience ? Impoſſible— Will he 
y the fact ? Conſcience forbids: it, and 
his 3 limbs: confeſs it, Will he 
ſue for merey? His heart already grown 
callous by y bis Gin, rather attempts to exte- 
nuate the guilt, And here the guilty Pair 
un e into eternal 8 had not 
mercy 
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3 -unſought, and uni 
manifeſted to che pate: delinquent trem- 
bling at che bar. 

*. It is probable that our eulkppy 8 


tinued to amuſe themſelves in ſewing fi 
leaves, and other ſuch like fooleries, and 


edneſs about any higher happineſs than 
earth, and earthly things could yield, had 


evident that ſuch as 
ignorant, unconcerned, and expoſed to ru- 


like loſt ſbeep, favs the ſcripture, have gone 


of ſome abſent good; but as this deſire of 


fall and alienation from Gon, ſo the objects 


| Woowpey: Conternrons: 5 
nimplored, been 


rents in their. ſtate, would have con- 


ſpent their life now forfeited in unconcern- 


not the voice of Go rouſed them from that 

lethargic ſtate, by calling them to a ſenſe 

of their ruin, and miſery. And it is too 

they were themſelves, Ag 


in, ſuch are their offspring and deſcendents. _ 


All mankind by nature run from Gop, all 


aſtray," and turned every one to His own way | "8 
and the language of man's heart 1s, | 

depart from us, fer we defire not the know- © 
ledge 'of thy ways. There is in every man 

a deſire to be — and all are in purfuit 


what they have not, is an indication of their 


in which that abſent good is ſuppoſed. to be 
found, and the various methods purſued in 


order to obtain it, more than — the 
darkneſs of their minds, and the groſs igno- 


rance that has taken poſſeſſion of their hearts, 
in r thereof. Some are ſo — 4 
ES 3 enſlaved 


, 4 s & : 
"IN x 
V. e d * 7 a 


's he FRIES of e for 8 


_— ved 00 nds; chat nothing higber than 
brutal gratifications can give — any 
= *' pleaſure, or ſatisfaction at all, and there- 
fore the objects of their purſuit are the 
ame with natural brute: beafts. Some are 
8 3 
thirſt for go glittering weak 

every appetite and luſt muſt be ſacrificed in 
order to ſuceeed; the ſacred bonds of friend 
ſhip muſt be broken, the tendereſt ties of 

FF — - _ humanity and affection diſſolved, if they op- 
pPooſe, andiheavenandallit's glory muſt be 
_— Rn 60 ve eatredd-0 the-ncevrtns. 
Jum. And others who would ſeem to act a 
 nobler: part, and: cultivate the pleaſures of 
the mind, amuſe themſelves in trifleg, no 
more productive of real happineſs than the 
— former,” but ſacriſteing to their own net, and 
inceuſe-unto their Drag,. reſt ſatis- 
bed with the ſpeculative, inſtead of the ex · 
= knowledge of Gan their Crea- 
dor. Of this ſortare thatcla of men ho 


boaſt of their knowledge in natural things, 


and ſpend their days in philoſophical ſtu- 
—_. - dies; which however pleafurable-in them- 
—_ 5 ſelves, and uſeful for” ſable yet when 
immoderately to the neglect of 
1 future and eternal things, muſt be very 
far from being uſeful in the end, to the 
= cateſt pte then Theſe men have 
# WA 'been generally: obſerved to be warm op+ 


/ 


Þ N rang of the OR and inveterate ene- 
n mies 


39 7 8 
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mies to the croſs of Cunxisr ; to theſe, the 
preaching of the croſs was accounted Þoolifh- 
_ neſs in Paul's days. Another claſs of this 


fort, are men who-ſeck happineſs in a profeſ- 
Gon. of religion, and-ſuppoſe it to be found 


in ſome particular mode of worſhip, or in 


the knowledge of ſome ſpecial doctrines, 
in holding this or that particular, tenet, or 
to be obtained by the performance of ſome 


excellent duties. Men of this character, 


generally paſſing in their own eſteem, and 


, 4 


che opinion of the world for truly religious 


perſons, are for the moſt part very far from 


true religion, the greateſt enemies to the 
croſs of Cuxisr, to whom it is an occgfon 
ef ſtumbling, and in great peril of loſing 
their own ſouls. Such were included in 
the number of theſe formerly, of whom the 


Apoſtle ſays, they going about to eſtabliſb 


their own righteouſueſs did not ſubmit. them- 
ſelves unto- the righteouſneſs of Gon. And 
thus it is that all. the ſons of Adam tread in 
devious paths, following the imaginations 


of theif on deceived hearts, and walk in 
ways that ſeem to be right in their own eyes, 


tut ꝛchaſe end are the ways of death. 


6. Who ſhall call theſe ſons of darkneſs 
from the error of their ways? Who ſhall 
convince them of their folly, and make 
them ſenſible of their danger? Will they 
reflect on their own miſconduct, and” ſeek 
vnto Go? No, As it was with the Parents, 
. 5 | | ſo 


1 N [re I The . ele, 


. | ſoit is with their Children, Gon it not 3 
+#heir thoughts, nor is his preſence at all to be 


dJ © defied.” Wonderous Grace, that Gon the 


dffended (ſhould ſeek to the offender; and 
the injured ſue for reconciliation l Yet 
wuithout this, would no man be recovered 
from his fall. Adam, where art-thou ! ſaid 
the Lond, but Adam till then, had not ſaid 
where is Gop ? Nor was the voice when 
heard at all delightful, for tbe wic bed fleeth, 
| wen 1 man purſueth, Gon ſpake not in 
8 t, but in mercy, yet a 
don ciouſneſs of guilt, could not _ . 
8 Aan. and fill his heart with dread. 
. Gon calls upon ſinners with various 
8 * yet few know his voice, and attend 
to his calls. Earthquake, plague, famine; 
and the devouring ſword, prime miniſters 
- of wrath, may y alarm and terrify the guilty 
world, but not convince them of their ſin, 
tmhat they may cry to Gon for mercy. The 
_ - arrows'of affliction and diſtreſs may give a 
2 wound for a moment, and draw - 
A 977 omiſes and proteſtations of 
eee ut like Ephraim, a cure is ei- 
ther ſought in — beſides Gop, or 
time and forgetfulneſs ſkins over the wound, 
_ and perfetts a falſe and dangerous cure. No 
Dart becomes effectual, no voice is 
oud enough to awaken 4 fallen child of 
Adam to a ſenſe of his ſin, and the evil of his 
condixion; or recall * from his vain fois 
: : uits 


, ſits after happineſs. in created 2 75 
creature. ſuſſiciency, until the Haly Spirit 
accompany the providence, and therewith 


alone is mighty, lo, he darth feud 
voice, and that a mighty voice. Ai his voice 
_ the earth meiteth, the icy 
hears it, is chen thawn, and rivers of water 
flow Fdidithe — of his eyes. The 


0 ; i 1 F 7 / * 4 iy a : 


of man is hereby brought. 


| — 

ow providence, . or in the preaching of 
Wo 

the hidden ſecrets-of the heart, and | 


the ſi 
. the noiſe of m 


„„er ee, eee OW OS | DT OE 
15 . *\ | Sr, 


. WounpeD® ConscigNces. 9 
„or 


like a ſword in the hand of a mighty man, 


ſlay the vain confidence, and kill the Pe- 
ſumption or̃ the deluded heart. 


8. The hour is coming, and now: 4s, 4 
the Lord Jesvs, wen the dead hall hear 
the voice ef the Son of Gon, and they that 
hear ſhall-live, This is that voice which. 
out is 


heart of him that 


tall ceders of 


Lebanon ate braken / by : this: 


voice, and the barten en The 


haughty heart is humbled, and the pride 
low. This voice 
of 3 vrhether it be heard in ſome 


rd, rends the very ſoul, diſcovering 


aying 
open the abominations of the life. When 
@ ſinner firſt hears the voice, he perceives 
nothing diſtinctly, either of his own ſtate, 
Ineſs of ſin, or what the voice ut- 
ters, or deer it is hi it is ſomewhat like 
waters, and fills: the 
foul with — and altoniſnment. No 
doubt ſuch was the caſe of Adam, when he 
bug 0 voice of the Logp _ walking in 
N | | the 


10 7 Yo: BALM: of & Gras i 
tie garden in rbe cool 
8 The voice 
brought unto his ears by 
_— was heard to alarm his 

upon this he fled into a A arms for 4 
place. This was the caſe with Saul, 
this voice of the Loxp Jesvs, Saul, Saul, wh 
perſecuteſt thou me ? Filled his ſoul wit 
amazement, and confuſion. But when the 
almighty Fiat goes forth, let there be light, 
is more diſtinctly 
heard, Adam where art thou ?: What a new 
and awful ſcene is then exhibited to the aſ. 
toniſned mind! What anguiſh and perp 
ity ſeizes the ſoul and rucks the frigbted 
bpiriti What now is ſeen but a: heart preg- | 
every/aboainacion, and like a 
er vile ac- 
fdeteſtable 
ns more in number than 
hry, more than maſſy 
mountains! What ſees the gui ilty 1 
now And fees by heaven's unerring light, 
glaſs of Gov's moſt | 
law? He fees not one: 
- moment fince he firſt dre breath, nor reads 
done word or ſyllable but SIN. He feels 
in this em angie the horror of 4 
and enraged conſ 
2 earth, and the 
pportable miſery 


tbe day. Aw. 
the Loxp Gop''was 
gentle winds 
guilty foul, 


and the voice of 


. nant with 
| "carbine What a 
_ deeds, tranſgrefſio! 
_ the: land, and 


fees in the ch 


ience, the extremeſt 
ſt and moſt un- 
„that can befal a man 
on n ſide d death. 0 * * man 


vw a4 * e r 2 A Oe eos eas 


©, we 4. £A tas tow Ha Ge _X-+ 


ill 


will 


Po nut WET ro It in indeed .intoler- 0 


but in this caſe, Gop himſelf appe 155 
our adverſary. 121 What Can ar at FIN aA ; 


WounvzD Gonne 11 
his infirmities, Bur a: wound 


able, and that for ſeveral reaſons 
1. Un alhother afflictions we have! enly | 
to grapple with an atm af fleſh, we contend = 
but with creatures, men, or devils eee 5 
ars as 


child of duſt, how ſtand againſt the omni- 
Lond, a ſinful creature an 
\fin-avenging Go Vo- can land 
.de, his. ee or abide the fierceneſs. 
of bis 
Are, eee are thrown down by bim 


Aden be comes againſt a man, | 3a bear that. 


is bereaued of ber helps, to rend the cuul of 
bis heart. Much ſooner; may the dry ſtub- 
ble reſiſt the fierceſt flame, than the power 

of man or angel can withſtand the LoxD of. 


heaven and earth, when he is angry becauſe 


of ſin. Let the moſt hardened wretch but 
feel the force of an arrow: ſhot by the Lozy 
the Spirit's. Hand, and his heart immedi- 
ately eee the midſt of his body, and 
melts within his breaſt like water. He 
ſhrinks beneath the wound, both in the 
ſtrength of his body, and the firmneſs of 
his mind. His bones. the pillars: of his 
earthly tabernacle are broken;1n! pieces, 1 
jointed, and turned into rottenneſs, His. 
ſpirit, the eye of his ſoul is darkened, with 
excels of horror, and flaſhes of deſpair. 


„ tuben bis fury is poured out lite 
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1 ſenſe of the wrath-of the Almighty az 
in, is enough not oniy to crufh a 
Abbe worm, but the brighteſt ſeraph. that 
eve burned in bliſs and heauenly glbry. 
1 In other caſes of diſtreſs a mn is u 
friend to himſelf, and endeavours to call in 
every conſideration that may be lilcely to 
admiaiſter comfort; Hur in this he is an 
* and the 
3 1 of ſpirit, on 
do deſpair, he is apt th arm every ſeveral 
in as it comes into his mind, with a par- 
ticular bloody ſtingy that it may wound and 
grieve! yet more; his already grieved ſoul. 
5 He wounds his wounds with a conceit chat 
| ations — unde dotiforred;+-Not 
only croſſes, afflictions, temptations, and 
Ih —— 3 his comfort are ag 


| ſeourge 1b kindſelf; 
and: 


— reſet; peo exceed all ws 
——— chat can be conceived of, When 
wel conſider that the foul is dapable of be- 
ing diſtreſſed as much the moſt ex- 
th, quiſite torments'that'can be inflicted on the 
body, as her ſubtile and ſpiritual nature 
— — from which it 

was formed. 2 © What 
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23 4. What renders a wounded ſpirit yer 
more intolerable is, that over and aboye 
bye that invade the foul-as-com- 
ing immediately from the hand of 9 
God in this caſe calls him 5 
terror ſurrounds him, and he is 4 terror: wo 
himſelf, he flees at the ſound'of « faking 
leaf, and is in great fear, e 10 ww 
Eiter a from real terrors, covey 
from imaginary ones, which have real ſtings, 
and although theſe have no exiſtence, but 
in his ſcared ſoul, yet are they ew 
of impreſſing real torments thereon. 

5. Nor is all this forrow and uin pe- 
culiar to ſinners under their firſt awaken- 
ings and convictions, but even the dear 
children of Gop themſelves, (I mean ſuch 
as have taſted the loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord) have been made to groan under a 
ſenſe of God's diſpleaſure, and to cry out 
in bitterneſs of ſoul under his viſitations 
for ſin. My bones waxed old, ſaith David, 

2 my roaring all the day long. Day 
and night thy hand was heavy upon me, my 
moiſture is turned into the drought of ſummer. 
Thine arrows ſtick faſt in me, and mi band 
preſſeth me ſorc. There is no ſoundneſs in my 
feſb becauſe of - thine anger, ' neither is there 
any reft in my bones becauſe of my fin. —— . 


f \ my 5 
— R w * Wat _ — 7 _ —— — a0 0 . — _ " 3 . — 
Who — # 2 at” ws . «th AY : | Y f 
BEA - : pl - 


* — « 


- 

* , - 
„ : 

F Tas — — 2 A 
- 23 — 4 

* LIT" -4 "Ou 2 


” 
PO - 
7 


* 
* _— 
% 


SEETY LE DIR ET EST RS SS OSs oY 


— 
8 


troubled, I am bowed greatiy, 1 
voy all the day long. Hexetiab faith, 
1c 


7 eons mill mornin 2s that as a lion fo will 
That B be 


WES ae The Bars ene for 


| be break: all my bones. Even as the weak 
and — Sg limbs of ſome leſs potent 
Creature, are cruſhed and torn in pieces by 
the irreſiſtible paw of that invincible beaſt. 
| was the grief and anguith of his heart} 
- thathe was hot able to ſpeak, but chattered 
| like a Crane, or a Swallow, and mourned like | 
4 Dave. Thou cvriteſt bitter things againſt 4 
. me, ſaithl Job, and makeſt me to poſſeſs the ini- N 
| e 209 youth. -T he-arrows ef 'the:Al- Wl 
mighty arg9withinme, the poifon thereof drink- | 
eib up, my ſpirit,1.; The tenrum of Gop do ſet i. - 
: | themſelves in array againſt ne. - Thou ſcareſt 
muse uith dreams, and terriſieſt me through vi- 
ions ; fo that my ſoul ebooſeth ſtrangling and 
dteatb, rather than life. And it is of great 
e that poor creatures an this anguiſh 
of ſpirit, are not permitted to lay violent 
hands upon themſelves-, which by reaſon 
of the encending harror bY Weir minds, 
they may be tempted too 
6. I add once more, he caſe of a da 
ed ſpirit is ſueh, as no human art can heal, 
no earthly comfort or created power can 
help. Heaven and earth, men and angels; 
friends and phyſic, gold and ſilver, plea- 
ſures or pteferments, yea every thing Crea- 
tion boaſts, muſt own it's: baffled ſkill in 
this caſe, and let ĩt alone for ever. No phy- 
ſician but:CarisT is able to oppoſe the tor - 
rent of this diſeaſe, ta whom all power in 
r eee a nor any 9 4 
| ut 
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but chat of | Gilead can check the raging 
progreſs of this malady, and reſtore ſound- 
neſs to the wounded Conſcience. Bodi 
diſeaſes: may be eaſed, and mollified by 
medicine; poverty may be” relieved” oy 
friends, and all the anxiety ir brings re 
moved by the kindneſs of others : the 
- cloſeſt impriſonment will admit ſome 
of enlargement, and length of time will 
at laſt leſſen and aſſuage the and 
moſt: exquilite-ſorrows-occaſioned by the 
. loſs::of relations and friends ; but no- 
2 of all theſe can help or alfiſt in this 
Hadſt thou the aid of men and an · 
jou couldft thou reach the top of the moſt 
alpiring ambition, was all the wealth of the 
world in thy poſſeſſion, yet wouldſt thou in 
this condition be wretched; and poor, and 
miſerable, anner of any heart 
to concei ve, or C to elß. For 
alaſs-4 Who can ſtand. the mi hy 
Lozp. Gon. Who dare plead With 
when he is angry? What ſpirit of man Rath 
might to wreſtle with his Maker? In this 
conflict the ſtrongeſt Arch angel ean lend 
no aid. In this ſickneſs, the choiceft balm, 
the moſt exquiſite extract, art itſelf can 
contrive or compound cannot amine 4 
cure. 

Dre. 9. But from whence doth the foul receive 
in this wound ſo painful and inſupportable ? 
Anſwer : It is from an envenomed arrow of 


B 2 fin 
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In, firſt ſhor by ſatan into the ſoul. No 
ſooner did fin firſt make it's entrance into 
| the world, than it erected it's throne in 


man's heart; this became it's citadel; it's 


ſtrong tower. Here as ſoverei of the 
ou it holds it's palace, aſſembles all it's 
powers, and forms all it's councils. From 
e it | diffuſes it's malignant influence 


8 every member, and defiles the whole 


man. As it is an uſurper ſo it behaves 
tyrant like, and aims at nothing leſs than 


_ enſlaving all it's ſubjects. Every member 
: of the body and every faculty oft e ſoul are 


impreſſed into it's ſervice, not ſo much b 
. is the off- 

| spring of the devil, and a monſter born in 
hell. Left Gop and Holineſs, Cnkisr and 


tze Goſpel, &. ſhould appear amiable, 


and eligible, this curſed uſurper, draws a 


vail over the underſtanding, and puts out 


that eye of the ſoul, ſo that nothing excel- 


lent or deſirable is ſeen in things * are 
truly ſo; but whatſoever ſin or ſatan re- 


commends, this the underſtanding in that 
benighted ſtate pronounces to be moſt eligi- 


ble. Sin having thus impoſed on the un- 
derſtanding, finds it an eaſy taſk to 


the will, and ſoon renders it fo — — 
1 and head- ſtrong, that it becomes 
a champion in the bold uſurper's cauſe. 
The affections next (which are to the ſoul, 
as ſails to a ſhip, or wings to a bird) muſt 
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be. ſeduced; but how ſhall theſe which were 
principally intended and deſigned to affect 
and reliſi Gon and every real good, be made 

to cleave to vice, or be delighted with the 
worm wood and gall of ſin? In order to ef. 
ſe& chis, the underſtanding muſt be called 
upon in favour of the cheat, to recommend 
as moſt excellent, and worthy of the affec- 
tions to adhere unto, the baſe and ſordid 
things of ſenſe, the vain and tranſitory joys 
of time, and the ſhadowy pleaſures the 
earth can yield, which while they comfort 
b kill, and pierce with deepeſt anguiſh, when 
ry they promiſe molt to pleaſe; * The affec- 
tions thus deluded and enſnated, ſoon be- 
* come vitiated, and cem to reliſh fin, and 
like the blood-hound having taſted the 
le, purple ſweet, becomes inſatiate for more. 
The whole ſoul is now precipitated into this 
ol. ſervice; and in à courſe: of in, is borne - 

” WH headlong like a full ſailed ſhip before the 

are i wind and tide; and what the ſoul muſt 


"ol otherwiſe have yielded to with much re- 
* luctance, now becomes matter of choice. 


S'- I Every inferior faculty in like manner be- 
un- eomes enſlaved, and all the members of the 
un body are yielded and given up as inſtruments 
to uncleanneſs, and iniquity unto iniquity,” and 
c the whole man becomes more and more 
ne: eſtranged from Gob, and reduced under the 
ſt power of ſin and ſatan. i | 


be 5 B 3 10. Thus 
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10. Thus SIN is the procreating cauſe 
bf all that anguiſh and diſtreſs a wounded 
ſpirit feels, and aims with cruel and accurſ- 
ed defign to fix the wound more deep, and 
expoſe the ſoul to everlaſting woe. And 
what I would not omit in ſpeaking of the 
evil and deception of fin is, that having 
"en the deluded foul, as it were to en- 


iſt into it's ſervice, while it is impelled, 


into, and employed in the worſt of drudg- 
etries, this tyrant endeavours to conteal and 
hide from it's perception, the danger it is 
perperually expoſed unto. The only end 
aimed at by fin in all it's actings is the death 


of the ſoul, for fn when it is finiſhed bring- 


eth forth death. Sin in it's enticements in- 
timates no ſuch thing, bur the reverſe, for 
it is the property of this hellifſh monſter to 
hide what ought to be ſeen and confidered, 
to conceal conſequences, and either preſent 
to the deceived mind what really is not, or 


_ © things otherwiſe than what they are. Sin 


and fatan combine in order to ruin the ſoul, 
as did Pharaoh and his courtiers; come, ſa 
they, let us deal ſubtilely with them. And 
deceitful is ſin in it's various workings to- 
ward the ſoul, that it is frequently impoſed 
upon in theſe three following things: 
1. In it's acting, in which it ſo hides and 
conceals it's nature, and purpoſe, by falſe 
A ances, ſpecious pretences, and plau- 
ſible reaſonings, that the incautious * 
N 133 ike 
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ſerpent, falls falls an ey and eee vic- 
tim to it's guileful net. 


2. In it's ends and deſigns 


gns, whack are 


It is the principal property of deceit to con- 
ceal and hide it's aims and ends, and this 
ſin doth to the uttermoſt, uſin 
able pleas to prevail, but c 
ing every painful conſequence. 

3. In the manner of it's acting, which i is 


before ſaid taken poſſeſſion of the heart, 


warks and fortifications for the more effec- 
tual ſecuring of it's ſtation ; and it is purely 
on this account that the heart is denominat- 
ed deſpergtely wicked, and deceitful above all 
things, becauſe this helliſh hag hath taken 
up it's reſidence there. An enemy that acts 
much by ſtratagem is more to be dreaded 
than one more potent, who acts leſs by wile 
and cunning. Herein ſin excels. And on 
this account even Believers themſelves are 
thus cautioned by the Holy-Ghoſt, Take 


beed that ye be not 1 Fa the decei ful 


weſs of fin, And the apoſtle ſays, the. old 


man is corrupt, according to the deceitful luſts. 


When ſin has ſucceeded in ſome accurſed 

ſcheme contrived. to entangle the unwa 

foul, and drawn it into ſome deteſtable and 
horrid 


like Eve, deceived by the ſubtilty of the | 


the death of the ſoul pretend what it will. 


innumer- 


ully ſecret- | 


altogether agreeable to it's nature, full of 
| ſubtile- wiles and deep deceit. Having as 


here it intrenches itſelf, and eres bul- ; 
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horrid crime; it immediately retires; and 


vhile the conſcience is yet all bloody with 


the recent ill, the ſoul ſeems to ſink into 
penetental ſorrow, and ſays with the rebel- 
. lious king of Egypt, or the difobedient 
prince of | /raet, .T have fined,” and ſhe 

, can then find power to reſolve and purpoſe 
to offend no more. Sin the grand ſeduoer 
is now withdrawn into the dark and deep 
receſſes of the heart, and during this, the 
ſoul is led to ſuppoſe that temptation has 
exhauſted all it's quiver, or at leaſt that 
henceforth it ſhall be proof againſt the 
deadly darts of the deſtroying foe. But 


fin alaſs ! while unperceived, lies latent in 


the heart, and watches every motion of the 
fou}; and only waits a proper opportunity 
to ſtrike it's envenomed dart yet deeper, 
and render the wound more dead. 
I. This is the wretched condition of all 
| the children of Adam; ſin is engendered 
with our very frame, and poſſeſſes the hu- 


man heart in it's firſt formation, for lo, ſays 


one, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fn did 
my mother conceive me. And here, as a 
ſtrong man armed it keeps it's hold till 
mighty grace depoſe the tyrant and deliver 
the captive ſoul. But if this is the caſe 
and condition of all men without exception, 
how comes it to paſs that ſome are to diſ- 
treſſed and overwhelmed with inſupportable 
anguith of ſpirit, while others in the like 
condition, 
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| condition, neither feel any ſuch ſorrows, 
nor fear the conſequence of their doings ? 
To this I anſwer, T hat all men are not alike 


at the conſequences thereof, is becauſe all 
men are not ſenſible of their thraldom to 
ſin, and obnoxiouſneſs to the wrath of Gop; 

they feed upon aſber, @ deceived beart hath 
turned them aide, and they know not to ſay, 
is there not a lye in-my right hand ? The 


the ſoul has received therefrom, are effected 
by. the Spirit of light and grace who is the 

one cient c 
treſs of ſoul of w 


ich we And this 


ner: 
il When the. 7 1 beam: ſeduced 3 


ill drawn into the commiſſion of ſome flagitious 
ed ſin, on the account of which the conſcience 
u. being ure wounded ſmarts and bleeds at 
ys every vein; the 5 of God arreſts the ſoul 
for tho debt of this one offence, and brings 


it trembling to the bar. The guilt of other 
fins at preſent, lie hid, and as it were ſwal- 


er 
fe crime, nor are there any other indictments 
n, found. The whole attention of the ſoul is 


preſſing the guilt thereof upon the conſci- 
ence, fills it with horror and amazement, and 
bittet 
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diſtreſſed under a ſenſe of fin, and alarmed . 


knowledge of this dangerous condition, the 
depth of ſin's deceit, and the fatal wounds 


e of that ſorrow and diſc 
ALY effected 1 in che following man- 


lowed up in the heinouſneſs of that one 


fixed on the recent act, and the Holy-Ghoſt 
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bitter exclamations. The ſoul now full of 
ſhame and anxiety, begins firſt to conceive 
!omewhat of the evil of fin, and purpoſes to 
avoid, and. turn away from it; promiſes 
and reſolves to alter it's courſe, and to of- 
fend in like manner no more. In this Rate, 
and from theſe purpoſes the ſoul begins to 
gather comfort, and ſi lence the clamours of 
conſcience, and would here enter into a 
compoſition with the law and juſtice of Gov, 
(which is the fatal rock on wwhichen —_ 
{and ſplit) did not the gracious ſpirit, with 
kind purpoſe to ſave . ſoul, follow: the 


conviction, and drive the dart * 
into the heart. And this HE. doth, -. 


2. By. diſpelling the fogs and miſts with 
Thich aa beclouded the mind, rending 
the dark-vail from off the underſtanding, 
and cauſing a divine light to illuminate the 
ſoul: This done, the ſinner fees affrighted, 
nat only one notorious: ſin for which he 
ſtands arraigned, but an horrible catalogue 
of paſt, and long ſince forgotten offences are 
brought up into the open court of his con- 
ſcience, and the indictment found againſt 
him for every one of them. He now per- 
ceives that Gop hath been privy to every 
act of fin, and that all his tranſgreſſions are 
noted in · his book. His heart from which 
be hoped to bring forth a treaſure of good 
things, in which he had been accuſtomed to 
N. rr his truſt, and whoſe be 7 
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af had not in the leaſt ſuſpetted ; he now per- 
ve eeives fo be deft erate) wicked, and geceitful 
to above all things, the depth of whoſe vain 


and abominable *cogitations he perceives he- 
cannot found; ' The foul; would now. be 
overwhelmed with ſorrow, and fink in deſ- 
pondeney did not _ FOO heart wy 


or ir 8. — by ſuggeſting that ſin is not 
evil in itſelf, nor aal in in it's acts 


as is feared, that Gon is of great mercy, and 
all the evil that is paſt may be atoned by 
repentance and amendment of life, and that 
the very purpoſe of theſe things cannot fail 
in ſome ſort to pleaſe. And the heart is 
too much an intimate of the ſoul, and has 
„been too often heard in council to be alto - 
gether rejected now. Again the ſoul would 
fink into it's former ſecurity by this artifice, 
did not the Loxp the Spirit ſtill retain his 
hold, and dart freſh conviction into hs 
_ And this he doth, 


pening and exhibiting to the eye 
of he q Frag the- purity and perfection of 


the law. Here the ſinner ſees as in a glaſs, 
the horrible:deformity of all his fans, their 
odiouſneſs in the ſight of Gop, and che 
alarming curſe to —.— they have expoſed 
him. Every tranſgreſſion appears to be 
prodigious in it's ſize, and damning in it's 
nature: Vain thoughts, idle words, filly 
and fooliſh actions in which the foul had 
not becn accuſtomed to perceive aught of 
L611 | ill, 


Vont to accuſe of, now appear each one] 
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ill, and which conſcience itſelf, partly miſ. ti. 
guided, and partly hardened, had not been 


8 being contrary to the law, to have damna- 
tion inſcribed upon it. There are four 


1 
properties in the law, which when diſcover- 5 
ed muſt lay. the vain confidence of every Wl 21 
_ offender, and for ever blaſt his expectation i re 
of obtaining ſalvation by it, or of eſcaping i a 
it's ſcourge. 1. It is holy, for. ſo ſpeaks if th 
the apoſtle, the law is boly, &c. Hence Ml 
every 3 that comes under it's cogni- tt 
zance which is not holy, is condemned by it. 13 

2. It is ſpiritual, and therefore it condemn- ei 
eth every carnal work; by 1bhis, ſin appears Nc 


to be exceeding ſinful, and not only the 
works of the fleſh, murder, adultery, &c. 
are tranſgreſſions, but every motion of the 
heart tending thereto: / ſay unto you, faith 
our Lon, whoſoever is angry with his Bro- 
ther without a cauſe,” ſhall be in danger of the 
Judgment, I ſay; unto you, that whoſoever 
looteth on a woman to ligt after ber, hath 
committed adultery with ber already in bis 
heart. 3. It is extenſive, it has under it's 
cognizance as the law of the Loxp, both 
angels and men, takes knowledge of every 
thought, word, and work, and denounces 
a curſe againſt every departure from it's 
pure and righteous precepts ; for it requir- 
etb Truth in the inward parts. 4. It is im- 

W and being founded on the eſſen. 
| | tial 


* 
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tial attributes of Gop, and a tranſeript of - 
his inflexible juſtice, ir is not poſſible that 
it can make any abatement in it's demands, 
connive at 4 violation of its precepts; or 
grant mercy to any offender ;. therefore 4 
the deeds of the law no Je living can be juſ- 
tified. It is the of the law to de- 
tect, and condemn ſin, but it could not be 
a law of Juſtice and equity if it ſtooped to 
the condition of the offender, or miti 

the puniſhment due to the offence.” All 
theſe properties of. the law the Holy-Spirit - 
lays open to, and preſſes upon the confei. 
ence of the ſinner, until he has not only 
| convinced him of the ſinfulneſs of all his 


the ſins, but of the corruption of his heart, the 
0 defilement of his nature, and the inſuffici- 
e 


ency of all his righteoutneſſes : ſo that his 
goodneſs appears to be as a morning cloud, 
and gosth away like the early dew. 555 
4. The ſpirit of the ſinner now alarmed A; 
and terrified, finds the Spirit of Gop ſug- 
geſting to his mind, the many threatenings 
contained in the written word againſt ſin; 
ſuch as that Gop will by 10 means clear the 
ruilty, that be will viſit the 1 iniqui of the 


he will rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, ſtorm 
and tempeſt, as the portion of the ungodly. 
And laſtly, what complezes the diftreſs 
of the ſinner, and —— his condition in- 
W is the impreſfion that 1s made 
C upon 


Fathers npon the children, &c. And that 
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1 upon his mind by the divine Agent, that 

"  _ the wrath that impends him becauſe of his 

| ſin, is ready every moment to overwhelm 

hig wretched ſoul; ſo that with David he 

cdiries out, I am fred: of thy judgments. 

\ ,  - Put me not to rebuke, O Logp, or with Fob, 

. The, arrows af the Almi ighty are within me, 

the terrors of Gon' doi ſet themſelves in array 

againſt me. While I ſuffer thy terrors I am 

: Aera Such are the complaints and 
—terrors, and fears of a ſoul under theſe 
effectual workings of the ſpirit, that life 

itſelf becomes a burden, and did not the 

Lonxp prevent it, ſtrangling would be choſ- 

en rather than life. But leſt I ſhould throw 

diſcouragement in the way of ſome poor 

ſoul, who has not been ox on to this ex- 

tremity of ſorrow, 1 Galt nden the: fol. 

n n 

i, 1 not that che ee any 

thin affirm, nor doth the nature of the 

work of converſion ſo require, that every 
ſoul that is ſaved muſt neceſſarily experience 
the depth of ſorrow deſcribed above ; al- 
though this muſt be obſerved that the mul. 
titude were pricked in their bearts, Acts 2. 
| 37, The Jaylor was much alarmed; and 
> Saul was diſtreſſed for three days, Others 

| have been converted to Gop of whom the 
1 ſcriptures give no intimations of any pain- 

1 ful conviction preceding; as the apoſtles 
1 I our. _ n. the rich publican, 
2 


rr 
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at can of 7 byatira, Cornelius che "gentile, 
his i and many more. Yet, I conceiye it would = 
un ve abſurd to ſuppoſe that any unconſcious 
he of fin, ever ſought to Gop tor mercy, or 
any ever accepted of CR is r in the charac- - 
ter of a Saviour, without a previous con- 
viction of being ſuch ſinners as Hig need of 
ſuch a Saviour. 

2. Perſons of a melancholy temper oy” 
diſpoſition are generally moſt fected with 
any thing of diſtreſs, and the ſame calamity 
that a perſon of a different conſtitution. 
would bear up under with becoming forti- 
tude; would ſink the other into the 1 
diſtreſs. When the 72 rit of bond | 
ſeſſes a heart of this ſad and heavy > gk 
frequently brings the ſoul-into Gree dep 1425 : 
of trouble; and che cauſe of ſuch Wouble: 
being being partly corporal, and partly ſpiritual, 

mary cure, or the cure in an ordi- 
— way, is to be ſought from phyſicians 
of both; I mean, the apothecary's dru 
may. (thro? the bleſſing of God) be uſeful 
to remove the melancholy, (or the cauſes 
of it) from the bedy, while CnxisT "the 
great Phyſician, can are a medicine 
tor. the healing of the = 
. Different degrees of ſorrow under con- 
viction of ſin may in part ariſe from the dif- 


viction, one man has been werf trained 
5 in a * of godlineſs from his cradle, 
| „ and 


ference of men s conduct before their con- 


eee 
and by grace has been reſtrained from the 
commiſſion of any notorious or ſcandalous 


would naturally ſuppoſe that the latter of 
muſt be much more effected therewith than 


ſolved N into the { 
For it is not the magnitude, 
of a man's ſin that ſolely Dots 


8 Tk of ſoul- ſorrow, yet the 
Ho 


in it's own odious form, ſo it eee never 
be e * * Gnners 


ORG 


offence ; while another has perhaps broke 
through all reſtraint, and wantoned in all 
manner of fin and wickedneſs. Now. ofie 


theſe, when TART to a ſenſe of his fin 


the other. 

4. Yet aſter all in m humble anion, | 
che arrow and anguiſh feels it 
more than anocher in this cx muſt be 


of Gop. 


af ſoul ; but the diſcovery that is made of 
ſin by the ſpiri e is the 


„„ n 


y- Spirit is the ſole efficient cauſe, and 
vithout which as ſin would never be ſeen 
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The SORROW » the WORLD worket 
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: SECTION U. 


2 


ln about av 8 of 

urs open fm and the danger of truſting in 
any depth of forrow you "ng e a 
S en, wa . I? 


ROM the time Ys an RY: it's en- 
trance into the world, through the 
deceit of that old ſerpent the devil, the face 
of things (no doubt) is very different from 
what 1 20 was before. Not a garden yielding 
it's various productions "ſhonrancopfly 1s. 
provided for the reception of man new 
born; but an unhoſpitable wilderneſs, fer- 
tile of briers and thorns, but barren and 
unkind in yielding wholeſome fruit; and 
requiring much toil and labour to obtain a 
needful ſupply therefrom. Nor is man born 
in a capacity to hold communion with his 
Maker, but muſt neceſſarily, be remade, 
born a ſecond time, in order to enjoy Gop, 
or even ſee his bliſsful habitation. Man is 
now born.as @ wild" aſs's Colt, his days few, 
and full of trouble; having a Defiderium 
Felicitatis impreſſed. on his Fs but left 
to purſue i it in ten thouſand objects, all 
n 3 which 


os 
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which can ſupply him with nothing but 
ainful 2 intment; for creature- com- 
rt abounds with noching but vanity and 
vexalion of ſpirit, _ 
2. In this ſtate of diſappointment, man 
ranges from creature to creature, ſeeking 
reſt, but finding none; and this is commonly 
"Tpoken of as one of the great evils of this 
preſent world, that it elds nothing but 
trouble, and ſorrow, and vexation'; it is 
impoſſible in the preſent ſtate of things it 
x Bert be otherwiſe, nor 1s it to be deſired. 
e is what all are in purſuit of, and 
could the wiſhed for thing be obtained in 
any created good, Gop would in'no wiſe be 
ſought unto; But who would wiſh to be 
happy, Hough completely ſo, for the ſhort 
"uncertain ſpan of life, to be certainly, and 
unweit wretched afterwards for ever? 
For this moſt neceſſarily befall all ſuch, as 
ſeek not their happineſs in Goo. 
Man is born to trouble, as the ſparks 
. upward z yet as the degrees and kinds 
of it are various, ſo are the cauſes that ſome 
way or other contribute thereto. SIN, as 
"hath been ſaid, is the grand procreating 
| cauſe, and all. human row and ſuffer- 
ings proceed from it; yet is not fin in 
many caſes the ſpecial and immediate cauſe, 
but ſome accidental calamity which. not- 
withſtanding is the effect of fin. The ca. 
lamities that mankind is ſubject to in the 
| | 3 


* 
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ut - preſent ſtate of things are innumerable, and 
n- WI theſe ſometimes ſo complicated and inter- 
woven, that a perſon in diſtreſs cannot but 
vith much doubt and difficulty determine AER 
in what is the real and mediate afflictive cauſe 1 
of that diſtreſs. Although ſin is the parent 9 


ly BW of all forrow ; yet all forrow is not for fin. 

is WW The apoſtle takes notice of two kinds of 

ut ſorrow, the one he calls godly ſorrow, whoſe 

18 effect is ſalutary, for it worketh repentance 9 \\? 
it to ſalvation, not to be repented f; but the \ 
d. other, which he calls worldly ſorrow, is $ 


nd productive of a very different effect, for iT 
in wortetb death. Gop is able by his afflictive 
be hand to break the ſtrongeſt oaks in Baan, 
be and lay low the moſt towering cedar in | 
ort mount Lebanon, I mean, to humble the - 
nd moſt haughty heart,” bring down the higheſt 
r ? WW head, and lay in duſt the moſt ſupercilious 
as ſons of arrogance and ambition. And all 

men in their afflictions, mo excepted, 
kW whoſe condition is too awful for reflection) 
ids think ſomething of that Gop, who at other 
me times has not been in all their thoughts, and 
as if unacquainted with him, and unaccuſtom- 
ing ed to call upon him in a way of prayer 


——_— 
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er-W and ſupplication, will then be at leaft con- 
in tent, that others ſhould pray for them. The 
e, people of Gop themſelves, I mean his 1/rae! 
ot - often forgot Gop, and neglected to ſeek 
ca- unto him by prayer and fupplication, until 
the de laid his rod upon them, then thy cried 


unto 


* 
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unto the Lonp in their trouble, and ugh: 
- no in their: affliction, as faith the Holy- 

Ghoſt. Nor was this negle& of Gop and 
duty peculiar to-1/rael of old; where are the 
people of Gor, where are the profeſſors who 
frequently need not the rod, to correct for 
error, and prompt to diligence in duty? 


What wonder then that ſinners yet in their 


blood, and alienated from Gov, ſhould 
neglect to call upon Gon for help, till Go 
conſtrains them 1 his afflicting hand. 

4. 1 conceive it is no uncommon thing 
with Gop, purpoſing to bring a ſinner, to 
himſelf, to effect his defign by firſt hum- 
bling the heart under ſome afflictive diſpen- 
ſation; and from the loſs of a parent, child, 
or ſome other relative or friend, to impreſs 
the mind with concern. for The. loſs o the 

ſoul. Let it is too evident that many are 
more diftreſſed for the deprivation of ſome 


| temporal good, than for the loſs of the di- 


vine favour, and the death of a fellow-crea- 


ture born mortal, leaves a deeper wound 
than the death of their own ſoul, now in 
treſpaſſes and ſins, and obnoxious. hereafter 


to an eternal death, though made to be im- 
mortal. That diſtreſs and trouble, ſuch : as 
1s common to us all as men and finners in 
the preſent. lite, and which innumerable 
. contingencies. may occaſion, is often miſ- 
taken for that ſoul- trouble and concern, 


for N the . of Lk is Fp. 
* e 
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I purpoſe in this ſection to ſhew, in order 
that perſons in diſtreſs. may not deceive . 
themſelves, and build their hopes of hea- 
ven upon the ſand, -Þ +» TOR 
g. But before I enter upon my intended 
work of laying open the miſtakes about 
ſoul-trouble, ariſing. from a real and true 
conviction of fin, I beg leave to premiſe -- 
the two following things: 1. That convic- 
tion for ſin, however deep, and however 
pungent the pain of ſpirit may be ariſing 
Z therefrom, yet has nothing in it that may 
2 Wl deferve the grace or favour of Gop | 
che account of it. They that repent and for 
- WH [ate their fin ſhall find mercy, faith the ſerip- 
ture; yet not for the ſake of that repent- 
's Wl ance, but as the way in which Gop has ap- 
* — to diſpenſe his mercy. Therefore, 
et no man depend upon his conviction, 
© either with reſpect to the quality or quan-—- 
tity thereof, as having any thing in it of 
„ werit, left he deceive himſelf, by expecting 
favour from Gop in a way not appointed in 
his word. On the contrary, let no man 
er hope to find comfort in CHRIST, or falvati- 
on by him, who has not in ſome degree 
35 Wl felt his heart made ſad from a ſenſe of his 
ny fin, and the loſt ſtate of his ſoul. 2: As con- 
| viction of ſin has in it nothing meritorious, 
oo no certain length or ſpace of*time lapſed 
3 under thoſe convictions, can render a per- 
10 ſon either more meet for, or deſerving — 
4 | rac 


F * 
* 0 


the ſalvation of CR IS r. Therefore, in the 


very hour in which a ſinner firſt hears of 


CHnr1sT preached and publiſhed as a Savi- 
our, and is by the Holy-Ghoſt made ſenſible 


that he wants ſuch a Saviour, nothing in 


the word of Gop forbids, yea rather, every 


thing in the word invites, and encourages 


him to cloſe in with CHRISTHH; for no after- 
conviction, however long continued in, will 
ever der him more fat for the Saviour. 


diſtreſs of mind, into which perſons ſome- 


times are brought, may be very foreign to 


a concernedneſs for ſin; and not only the 


perſons ſo afflicted may miſtake the cauſe of 


their affliction, but oftentimes miniſters, 
as ſpiritual phyſicians judge wrong 


con- 
cerning their caſe. That the one 24 the 


other may be able herein to judge aright, 


I ſhall lay down the following things as 
helps hens; rounded upon the obſerva- 
evi of the apoſtle afore-cited; godly ſorrow 
worketh repentance to ſalvation not to be re- 


pointed of; but the ſorrow of * world wort. 
eth deatb. 


ns 9 0 mind (it is well known) 


is capable of being greatly alarmed, and 
much diſtreſſed by things of this nature, 


the loſs of a beloved child, which may be was 


the hope of the family, the delight of it's 
fond parents, whoſe earthly. felicity, and 
cven life itſelf was wrapped up in the tender 


babe. 
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babe. And perhaps juſt as it's bloſſoms 


began to open, and the pleaſing buds of 


rationality, ſo captivating to the minds of 
thoſe that begat it, began to put forth; a 
meſſenger of mortality, as. alarming as it 
was unexpected, blaſts the tender flower, 


and therewith all the hopes and expectations 


of the now bereaved parents. Or, the ex- 


travagant, and diſſolute courſe of the aban- _ 
pectation of his mo- 


doned fon, the fond ex 
ther, and the tender care of his indulgent 
father, who at a vaſt expence had given 
him a genteel and liberal education in order 
to qualify him to fill up ſome poſt in life, 
in which he might bring credit to his fa- 
mily, honour and intereſt to kimſelf, and 


become an uſeſul member of ſociety. But 
heavy news, and wounding to his parents' 
heart, the imprudent youth has been long 


and ſecretly engaged with a gang of ſpend- 
thrifts, ruffians, &c. his morals are cor- 


rupted, his heart is entangled, and the whole 
man is.irreclaimably, and irrecoverably loſt, 
Or, when perſons born and brought up in 
wealth and opulence, and like the tender 


aud delicate women in Tſrael, have ſcarce 


ventured to ſet their feet upon the ground for 
delicateneſs, are by ſome accident, unfore- 
ſeen; and unexpected, reduced to penury. 
By Lofles in trade—By winds, and waters 


By bad men—Loſs of credit, friends, 


character, &c. Theſe and the like * 
5 | "Tek ail 
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fail to oppreſs and afflict the mind in a 
- greater or leſs degree. n ALT «6 ro} 
5 In theſe and the like caſes of diſtreſs, 
perſons frequently call to mind ſomething 
of their ſins and tranſgreſſions, and eſpeci- 
ally if they are guilty of ſome heinous and 
crying offences, conſcience will generally 
remonſtrate at this time, and ſuggeſt that 
the preſent calamity is the penal effect of 
their iniquity. Hence, in theſe caſes, per- 
ſons often appear to be penitent, will make 


ſome general acknowledgments of ſin, and 


purpoſe and promiſe amendment of life, in- 


ſomuch that unwary and ignorant phyſici- 


ans of the ſoul; are often impoſed upon by 
their apparent conviction of ſin, and un- 
 {kilfully apply the healing plaiſters of Gopts 


precious promiſes, when and where there 


is no broken part. The conſequence of 

which is, theſe ſuppoſed converts go on in 
a round of external duties for a ſeaſon, but 
having no reliſn for things truly ſpiritual, 
by and by they grow weary, turn again like 
@ dog to it's vomit, . and 8 
an evil report upon the ways of Gop; 
FFC 


ſeeming convictions of ſin, will moſtly be 
found to be very general in their confeſſions 


of ſin; but if you ſhould enquire of their 
ſtns in particular, they will perhaps juſtify 


themſelves throughout every precept of the 
moral law, and appear like the young man 
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in the }, to have kept, all theſe things. 
the mo he 5 75 of thia 
abſurdity is owing to the unenlightened ſtate 
of the mind, which in that condition has 
ſome general conceptions of. ſin, but fees. 
not the purity, and ſpirituality of the law. 
3. Theſe kind of ſorrows will frequently, 
dry up of their own accord in a little time, 
without any application of medicine. Ihe 
ſtroke is heavieſt when firſt felt, and the 


pain occaſioned by it moſt ſharp and A 


4 


gent; every-ſliding hour is capable of mi- 
tigating the anguiſh, and in a ſhort ſpace, of 
riecting a cure. But. godfy 0W is pro- 
ductive of different effects. The forrow of 


7 rie 


any of the afore · mentioned things, is like a 
ighty fire enkindled ſuddenly in the ſoul, 

which burns with great intenſeneſs for 

a ſeaſon, but in a little time having ſpent 
it's fuel dies away. Whereas godly ſorrow, 
is like a ſpark firſt dropt into the ſoul, 
which blown upon by the wind, the Spirit 
of God, enkindles, and ſpreads itſelf on 
every ſide, until it has reached to the cen- 
tre of the ſoul, and cannot be extinguiſhed, 


whoſe: hearts are made heavy with worldly 
orrow, are commonly ſo general and con- 
fuſed in their complaints of ſin, that as 
dne well obſerves, they deal with Go 
and his miniſters in 3 thereof, 

| as 
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the world, that is the ſorrow. occalioned by 


but by the Blood of the LAN. Perſons + 


— 
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as Nebrichidbezzar did with his me 1 


and enchanters, about bis dream. He told 
them that he had dreamed, and defired an in- 
terpretation, But what N. dream was, be 


 - could no; tell. And as it is with theſe per- 
- ſons concerning their ſin, ſo it is 


generally 


concerning CnRISsT, his Perſon, his Work, 
the nature of Pardon.” of 'Sin, Grace, and 
Glory itſelf; concerning all which, their 


notions and ideas are ſo confuſed, that i it is 


not difficult to diſcern with a little atten - 


tion, that they" are untaught of the Spiric. 


of God. 


4. W, orldly mg, can dr tendved by 


It is no uncommon thing to 


worldly j joys. 
perſons upon a ſick bed, lamenting 


hear 


and bewailing themſelves, and bitterly ex- 


claiming 


againſt their paſt folly, with ſo- 


lemn proteſtations of a new life, &. yet 
when raiſed from the gc bed, vou ſhall 


ſee orhearof them returnin 

ater guſt 
folly than be An evening 
ball, an aſſembly, 


ſtate, with 


to their former 
r their fi n and 
ſpent at a 


or card- table, has often 


19 effectual to remove the ſorrow from 
the mind of one of theſe, after many baffled 
efforts of the moſt judicious Divine. 


have known 
death, and as ſu 


rſons diſtreſſed almoſt to 
| poſed, on the account of 
fin, who by the prudent care of their'friend: 


and relatives, in keeping them from ſerious 


— 


company, from el converſation, read. 


ing 
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not permitting them. to pray, prevented 
their meditation, kept them in jovial com- 3” 
pany, and furniſhed them. with | romances, _ | 
 &c.. &c. I ſay I have known perſons by 
good management of this kind, grow well 
of their ſin-lickneſs in a few weeks, and as 
capable of living in the world, and in all 
wickedneſs as ever before. But godly /or- 
rom, admits of no ſuch relief, nor can in 
this manner be diverted or removed. If 
the Loxp wound, HE alone can bea; 
and when HE 6reaks down the ſoul, in ſor- 
row for ſin, it is not in the power of any 
created thing to give caſe and comfort. AH 
that man can invent un order to amuſe the 
mind oppreſſed with godly ſorrow, is like 
pouring oil into the fire in order to quench 
the flame, it rages more furiouſly under 
the repeated blaſts of the heavenly wind, 
# and all human means uſed to extinguiſh, 
4 do bur increaſe the flame, and wound the 
7 wounded ſoul ſtill deeper. The ſoul being 
; made ſenſible of it's extreme poverty as 


- 


fallen from Gop, cannot be: ſatisfied with 
all the vaſt wealth of the Indees. Mountains 
of golden ore, rivers of liquid filver, yea 
all the numberleſs ſtars that fill the wide 
expanſe of the extended ſkies converted into 


gems and the moſt coſtly ſtones, would be 
all too mean and inſignificant to enrich and 

ſatisfy the mind in this ſtate; for the cauſe 
: 1 4 4 A - ü BUF: | 
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of the ſoul's ſorrow is the ales of 

| Gop becauſe of ſi, and nothing leſs chan 
reconcthation with him can create peace. 
David well taught to touch the tuneful 
lyre, could by it's ſoft and modulating 
ſounds diſpel the evil ſpirit, (worldly ſor- 
row) from the breaſt of his royal maſter ; 
but the more muſical and tranſporting 
ſound of the ſmall ſtili voice of the ſpirit 
only, can ſtill the tumult of a breaſt afflicted 


with a ſenſe of in, and bring comfort to 4 


mind diſtreſſed with godly-/orrow. 
5. Some of the a wh alin. 
68, fin Which ſorrow for ſin bears no part) 
o diftreſs and burden the mind, as to 


be ir inſupportable to itſelf 3 ſo chat 


deſparring of kts and relief from the crea- 
ture, pr: lee Kubin how to ſeek or ob- 
tain it from the * Jon is filled with the 
_ matineſs of deſperation, and hurried on p 

cipitately to ruin. Inſtances of barbarity, 


ſhocking to nature, and not leſs offenſive 
8 to the* op of nature, are heard of almoſt 
every 


Wretches who by their evil 
cCeburſes have brought preſent ruin to them- 
ſelves and families, impelled by the inſup- 
portable” ſhame and the terrifyi 
Elo, meet of T and want afflicts the 
mind withal, won themſelves adventu- 
rouſly into the low depths of eternal woe. 


Others, whoſe weak and feeble minds, 
ſtrangers to the aid religion Yields, and un- 


fortified 
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fortified by the. common principles of rea- 
ſon, are unable to bear up under ſome diſ- 
treſling ſtroke of providence, and therefore 
dare to diſpenſe with nature's beſt and dear. 
eſt gift, by means which nothing but dire 
frenzy could ſuggeſt, and which no ſophiſ- 
try or falſe reaſoning can juſtify. What 
but madneſs can be ſuppoſed to ſtimulate ; 
unhappy wretches to ſcatter theirown brains 
with a leaden bullet, to ſheath a deadly po- 
niard in their own, bowels, or chuſe to ruſh 
into eternity by a kind of death, eſteemed 
moſt ignominious by all nations, and which 
the laws of our own country have ſtampr-a 
ipecualinhms pda hee 
6. Theſe and the like acts of violence 
the effects of exceſſive ſorrow and diſtreſs, 
ſufficiently. manifeſt that /arrow to be what 
our apoſtle calls worldly,” and in too many 
inſtances ſuch ſorrow worketh death, liter- 
ally. Whether any degree of mental ſor- 
row. may ſo effect the brain as to produce . 
a frenzy, or delirium, which may impel the 
afflicted to any of the acts of violence above- 
mentioned, is not my . buſineſs here to 
determine; but perſons who. can contend 
for the lawfulneſs of Suicide under any cir- 
cumſtance whatever, appear to me not to be 
of a very ſound mind themſelves. Perſons 
Widtcd with godly. ſorrow may in the ex- 
.. treme gut of their. foul, and in the bit- 
terneſs of their ſpirit, be led to ſpeak raſhly 
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With their lips, and feel wicked and unbe- 


coming thoughts ariſe in their hearts; ſuch 


woas the caſe of Job, who in the greatneſs 


of his affliction ſpake unadviſedly with his 
lips, O that I might have my' requeſt, and 
. that Gop would grant me the thing that 1 
long for ! Even that it would pleaſe Gop to 
deſtroy me; that be would let looſe bis hand 
and tut me off. Moſes in the anguiſh of his 
ſpirit concerning the ＋ of his peo- 
ple, ſaid, F thou deal t 

T pray thee out of band, and let me not fee 


the preſence of wicked Abad, went à day's 
journey inno the wilderneſs, and fitting down 
under a juniper tree, be requeſted for himſelf 
that he might die, and ſaid, it is enough, now 
O Loxp, take. away my life, for I am not 
better than my fathers. Fonah, under a 
_grieved ſpirit ſaid, O Lorp, take I beſeech 
bee my 52 from me, for it is better for me to 
mie than to live: Yet none of theſe in their 
trouble and diftreſs of mind dared to diſ- 
penſe with that life they had received from 
God, to whom they owed it, and who alone 
had a right to demand it at his pleaſure. 
Nor do I think whatever temptations of 
this kind, perſons afflicted with godly ſorrow 
have been'exercifed with, that any-of them 
ever laid violent hands upon themſelves, fo 
as to take away their life. My reaſons for 
thinking thus are the following : _ © 

| | 1. It 


us with me, kill me 


— 
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1410 would be inconſiſtent with the deſign 
of "he ſpirit in that 2 7 operation of 
illuminating the ſoul, and convincing of 
ſin. This was one of the bleſſed effects our 

 Savy1ovs' promiſed in confequence of his 
ſending down the Holy-Ghoſt after his aſ- 
cenſion; if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you, but if I depart I will ſend 
him unto you. And when bet is come, be will 
reprove (convince) the world of fin. But if 
conviction of ſin, was deſigned to drive 
men to deſperation, and ſelf- murder, his 
Coming and Work upon the hearts of ſin- 
ners, would rather be a curſe than bleſſing. 
2. It could in no wiſe comport with the 
goodneſs of Gop to convince men. of fin b 
the ſpecial agency of his Spirit, and by his 
Light to lay open their danger before them, 
and then deſert them in their terrified, and 
helpleſs condition to fall a prey to prevail: 
ing ſin and the devil. 
3. Many declarations and promiſes in the 
ſacred ſcriptures forbid an opinion ſo diſ- 
couraging to a troubled mind, and ſo diſ- 
Wel to Gop, Of Canasr it is ſaid, 
HE Hall not break the bruiſed reed, nor 
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_ *bour, and are heavy laden, H E faith, Come 

unto me, and I will give you reſt, And 
again, Thus ſaith the high and lofty One 1 
inbabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name is holy, I 
dwell in the _ and holy Place ; with bim 


. alſo 


quench the ſmoking flax. And to all that la-. 
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Ae bas is of a contrite and humble. Spirit, to. 
revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive | 
"I be heart of the contrite ones. And, 10 this 
nan will I look, faith the Lon, even to pa 
that is poor, and of à contrite- ſpirit, and 
S's. N rms at my word. Bleſſed are the 
| in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of- 
and, Bleſſed are they that mourn for they ſhall 
be comforted. For theſe, and the like rea- 
ſons, I think that perſons, the real ground 
of whoſe trouble of mind is fin, and their 
ruin thereby, as diſcovered unto them by 
the Spirit of Gop, will not only be preſerved 
by that Spirit, from an act of ſin ſo deadly 
as ſelf· murder, but will by his gracious, 
1 and quickening influence, be brought at 
length to experience ſpiritual life, and the 
n ſweet conſolations that are laid up in CnRisr 
| , "Te for ſuch diſtreſſed ones. 
_ 2. From what has been ſaid onthe above, 
_ == 1 would recommend to the ſerious attention 
8 ot my readers the following cautions : - 
1. In your ſouk-trouble. and diſtreſs of 
f "wind, beware of what ſort your ſorrow. is; 
| - what is the real ground of it, and what has 
been the efficienꝶꝭ. or inſtrumental cauſe of 
pour preſent concern. If death has made 
1 2 inroad upon your families, or friends; 
FT, evil men like the ande of the Chaldeans 
have by force or fraud taken away thy ſub- Wc: 
ſtance; or if Satan hath obtained a permiſ- Wa 
- fon to nag thee with ſome painful and 
| | peritoul 
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perilous diſeaſe: theſe and the like troubles 
and afflictions do not ſpring from the duſt,” 
| nor befall you without the knowledge of 
| Wh the wiſe Diſpoſer of all events. And ak 
though the ſorrow theſe calamities may oc- 
caſion, can in themſelves be deemed no 
other than worldly, as taking their riſe from 
cauſes very different from moral ones; yet 
it may pleaſe the Lox D who has permitted 
theſe afflictive providences to exerciſe thee 
with; to turn them into a proper channel, 
and produce godly ſorrow therefrom: My 
advice therefore is, whatever may be the 
mediate cauſe of thy ſorrow, or whatſoever 
may be the inſtrument that ſmites and - - 
puts thee to pain; ſettle it in thy heart as 
an undoubted truth, that it is the hand of 
T Coo that handles it, and thy fin and ini- 
: quity that gives it edge to wound thee. Be 
e, Wh *llured, death in no form ſpreads terror or -_F 
20 i defolation in the world, but by a ſpecial  ' |} 
commiſſion from the ſupreme Loxp there - 
of of; nor doth fire or famine, ſword or peſ- 4 


8.3 tilence, or any other miniſter of vengeance. = | 
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carry their dire commands into execution | 
of but by his appointment. Every providence } 
de proclaims the Lox, and evc. y diſpenſation +4 
> bbereof is no other than the voice of Go, = 
now calling to the fallen ſons, as once he 54 
b- Necalled to the apoſtate father, Adam where 1 


i- ert bon? Let it not add to thy affliction 
nd hat others are not afflicted, but ſtrive to 
J > turn 


- —— 


Akt him have more than heart can wiſh, 
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turn all thy ſorrow ariſing from thy afflic- 
tion into an unfeigned ſorrow for fits; and 
it may, through the grace of Gop, afford 
thee matter of eternal praiſe in the ſalvation 
of thy foul. What curſe more awful can 
be inflicted on man yet out of hell, than 
for God to ſay, let him alone; let him 
< proſper in his way, let all his deſigns ſuc. 
„ ceed, let his eyes ſtand out with fatneſs. 


let him be luſty and ſtrong, and come into 
no misfortune like — men; thus let 
him live forgetful of Gon, and for ever 
“ forgotten by him.” Sorrow is i 

bly connected with fin, and he that forrows 
not for fin in time, muſt ſorrow for it to 
| er 
2. But ſuppabe chau- Hott er a 
godly ſort, and thy heart is humbled, and 
rent, and broken under a ſenſe of thy fin 
and tranſgreſſion againſt GOD; yet beware 
of taking comfort to thyſelf on the account 
of thy conviction, for although a deep ſenſ 
of ſin may break the heart, — it can neve 
_ atone for that ſin, nor ſatisfy the of his bl 
Go for the leaſt rranſgreſſon his hoh 


12 

| Rowe of truſting 1 in any wing but 
Conde! or of reſting in any thing ſhort d 
CnRIsr. Remember Lot's Wife.—She lel 
the city, but looked behind her in the plait 


_—Tarry not there but flee to the mountall 
8 appointel 
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pointed for thy ſafety. To reſt in any 
ſenſe-of ſin, without ſome preſent, or com- 
fortable hopes of deliverance therefrom, 
is to reſt in ſorrow, and ſeek eaſe in the 


conviction of ſin, is a repetition of that 
vain and unſatisfying labour for which 1/rae] 
was juſtly and ſeverely reprimanded, of 
hgwing out ciſterns that are Poke and can 
hold no water. - 1. To do this, will endan- 
ger thee to draw falſe and dangerous con- 
cluſions concerning thy rages. viz. that thy 


yet appear but that it may be worldly; that 
the-Lorp hath ſmitten thee, whereas it muſt 
be doubtful; ſeeing he hath: not yet healed. - 
tber. The confidence of Ephraim is, the. 
Lon bath torn, and be will beal us; he bath 
ſmitten, and be will bind us up. No miſtake 
can be ſo dangerous, as nothing ts of ſuch 
confequence, as to ſuppoſe the ſoul is alive, 
while yet it remains dead to-Gop, and that 
ſalvation is certain, while damnation is. near 
at hand. 2. Conviction, true or falſe if 


to the ſoul, as it may fill up the place of 
Cuxlsr in it's hope and expectation. And 
I look upon it to be the moſt difficult 
part of a godly miniſter's work, and where- 
in he is called in a ſpecial manner to be 
faithful, fo to deal with ſouls in their af- 
8 liteon, as that he may not wound his 1 
ou 


— of thy —— Comfort ſought from 


ſorrow for fin is godly, whereas it doth not 


reſted in, will be of dangerous conſequence 
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ſoul, by lightly binding up the wounds of 


Perſons who have lived entire ſtrangers 
to the power of godlineſs, and utter enemies 


to all religion may be greatly diſtreſſed, and 


bemoan themſelves ſorely, when calamities 
befall them, and ſtrong affliction lays hold 
on them; and ſuch ſigns of forrow may ap- 


pear in them, attended with ſuch moving 


expreſſions of ſeeming penitence, as Oh 
1 am an horrible — ſinner 
If Gop will but be pleaſed to remove his 
% hand how will I live, &c.“ as may fre- 
quently give ſatisfaction to friends and by- 
ſtanders, that their repentance is real, and 
their ſorrow godly. In ſuch caſe, it behoves 


a miniſter to exert his utmoſt ſleill, in order 


to diſcover the true ſtate of the ſoul, and 


this done, to be faithful and honeſt in his 


dealings with it, as he hopes to be anſwer- 
able at the bar of GOD. Many are under 
the fearful apprehenſions, and alarmed with 
the greateſt terrors at the approach of death, 


not becauſe they have deſerved to die and 

de damned, but becauſe they now fear it; 
their fears, and prayers, and cries are like 
thoſe of a condemned malefactor. It is not 


my purpoſe or intention here, to dictate to 
the minifters of Gop's Word how to proceed 
in their dealing with afflicted ſouls; but to 


Warn and caution thoſe in their afflictions, 


not to make ſorrow: their Sa viovx, or make 
£ + "8 ; | | | a 
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4 Cuntsr of their convictions. 3. Leſt 


roms, they themſelves in, and 2 their 


bring ruin upon t 
— and — heart, ſaith David, O 


Gon, — uche uo oh but ſacrifices of 


this kind are-only pl to Gop, and are 
therefore called the — of God, as 


they have reſpect 


a proper atonement made for it, nor can 


any thing atone for ſin, but the Blood of 
Cunisr ; therefore he who thinks his ſor- 


rows can drown his ſins, deſpiſes the Blood 


of the LAun; and he who ſubſtirures theſe - 
o 


in the place of pon makes an 
ſave his ſoul. rſons of this ſtamp 
and character would not be offended if they 
are told in the ſpirit of love and kindneſs, 


that whatever peace they may ſpeak to-them- 


ſelves While they live, ad whatever confi- 
dence they may have when they die, they 
will aſſuredly miſcarry, and their hopes of 
future joys, will be blaſted with the damps 
of 2 dottomleſs pit. I own, as I ſhould 


not think the tare of that man to be the _ 
worſe whoſe ſun ſhould ſer in darkneſs, and 


who left the world under a cloud; whoſe 
life and doctrine had borne teſtimony to his 
converſion, and the truth of his profeſſion; 


ſtrong 


ſhould at laſt through _ 


unto Cur1sT, for in him | 
only, the Father hath declared himſelf ell 
pleaſed. - No fin can be pardoned, but by 


— 
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the acute pains of ſome violent diſeaſe, 
might ſo damp the exerciſe of his faith, and 
on the contrary I ſhould not think the de- 
who having ſwum down with the current of 


ſieem to die penitently, and manifeſt ſome 
of thoſe ſorrows, a guilty conſcience may 


Some may be very confident on a dying bed, 


is that many of theſe die with as much con- 


man graſping large ſums of gold in his 
dreams, but when he awaketh behold his 
Hands are empty. Of this we are aſſured, 


— 


ſtrong temptation, ſpiritual deſertion, or 


the exertion of his ſpiritual graces as to oc- | 
caſion a kind of ſtupidity in his foul: fo 


parture of that wreteh more favourable, 


the world in judgment, eee aer ſhould 


produce. For the reſolutions of ſuch an 
one to caſt away his ſins, are commonly no 
other than a man in a ſtorm hath. to caſt 
away his goods; not becauſe he doth not 
love them, but becauſe he feareth to loſe 
His life, if he doth not part with them. 


not becauſe they have eſcaped, but becauſe 
they never ſaw their danger; and hence it 


fidence as the beſt of Chriſtians. While 
others die in great confidence, and yet their 
confidence is no other than like a covetous 


that any ſhall ſay in that day, Loxb, Lox, 
to whom the Lox o will ſay, I never knew you. 
The ſureſt and beſt proof, that can be 
given to ourſelves or others, that our ſoul- 
Jorrow, is godly ſorrow, is when the ſoul is 
1 | * . anxiouſly 
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nts concerned to get confort, yet 


ſays to all created — miſerable com 
forters are ye all, and can be ſatisfied with 
nothing ſo long as he to whom it appertains 


to bring Kr ka and healing is far from 
ber. A foul in this condition afflicted with 


godly ſerrow, will be active and reſtleſs, 
for being apprehended by the Spirit of 
Gop, an increaſing. ſight of her fin and 
miſery, will daily increaſe her anxiety and 
inquie and urge her on to the uſe of 
all poſſible means to obtain the wiſhed for 
reſt and peace. But the various actings of 
the foul, under this ſenſe of her ſtate and 
condition, ſhall be more wan ſet forth in 
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T HE many calomities incident to hy- 
man nature, which have already been 
rachel _— with others of the like kind, 
diſtreſs the mind, ſo as to ren- 
2 it > extremely wretched, and make even 
life itſelf inſupportable ; but nothing can 
equal the anguiſh of the. ſoul, under the 
Muminations, 1 pg of the * 
2 0 


— 


p, 


of Gop.' In othericaſes as we have obſery- 
ed, creature-cures can heal the wounds the 
irit has received from the deprivation of 
ome creature good; or a n under the 
intolerable preſſure of 3 rplexity and diſ- 
treſs, permitted to plunge into the 
1 of of eternal Aar But the ſoul 
oppreſſed and burdened with the t of 
ſin, and arreſted by the ſtrong hand 
While it finds life to be 8 yet 
ſhudders at the thoughts: of death; and 
3 the frowns of Gov, under 
the apprehenſions of his diſpleaſurt againſt 
it becauſe of ſin, yet ſecretly longs for Gon, 
and is erying with ſighs, and broken. ac- 
cents, O that I knew where lui 


brethren what ſhall me d? Sers what muſt 
1 do to be aved ? And no means muſt be 
„in order n iſh 
of ſoul, and perfect A cure. reel 

"i Ie! is in this condition chat a 


hs ſin- 


ner is liable to be impoſed upon by every 


pretender, . and made the 
| ignorant or knaviſh-r 
nature ee ee * 
Turks, and Fagans z dicdcapebles lin 
like effects from the fame cauſe. And — 
reaſon why one, directed by a blind and 
ignorant Teacher, has in order to procure 
co of mind, exerciſed the moſt! horrid 
rbarity to his i innocent offspring and an- 
other 


Pack- horſe of 
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Gop, 


abt findbim ! 


- - Miniſters muſt now be conſulted, men. and 


k. Human 
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aà teacher leſs ignorant, but 
wicked, been put upon procuring 
ardons at a vaſt expence,. is the lame. . 
Men! indanger want deliverance, —Adrown- 
ing mA catch at every twig for ſafety. 


. e. Cain — Judas, who in their dan- 
ger ſought no deliverance; yet all who live 
unconcerned in their ſin, , ap 8 
leſs ſtupid, obdurate, and ſenſeleſ 


they. Againſt. thee only have Td. Aach. 


the royal Penitent—What alarms and ter- 
Var an-awaketied foul is, that Go is of- 
fended, from the vengeance of whoſe Hand 
there is no eſcape; whoſe frown is che ne- 
thermoſt hell, and without whoſe W 
heaven itſelf is not to be deſired. 
3. In this condition, the foul res, it's, 

own vileneſs,. and is ſtunned with the — 


zling perfections of Gon; his immaculate. 


Holineſs, his inflexible Juſtice, his irreſiſt- 
able Power, &c. caſt ſuch a glare upon the 
ſinful foul, as at once cuts off all hope of 


an immediate approach unto him. And it's. 


langyage as repreſented by the. prophet. 


Micah is, wherewith ſhall I come before the. 


Loap, and bow myſelf before the high Goo ? 


Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves of a year old ? Will the 
Pleaſed with thouſands of rams, er with ten 


thouſands of rivers of oil? Sb hall TN give my | 
01 -born for 5 W the 7 of my 
body 


boch 
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have been ſought unto as 


54 The Barm of — for. 
only for rhe fon of my ſoul? Two things the 


ſoul now has in view to obtain reſt unto it- 
ſelf, and peace with Gov, the one is Bo 
mediation of ſomething without it; and 


the other is it's own efforts and endeavours 


to become more worthy of acceptance. And 
4 AN wry reſpect to outward things that 
ht be ty to medtate between a 
aſt Gop. a finful ſoul, whar ftrange 
vock has' Serenade i in the world, and- 
+ de of i have 


metr been'carried, under a fpecics of piety, 


and —— notions of Gop, and religion. 


The benighted P in every age, and 
_ Feng e A or 514 
peace and difqui- 


8 agg were ſubject to'the laſhings of 
their conſciences, and the fearful appre- 
henfions of the wrath of the fupreme Being, 
(whatever ideas they had of him) who ne- 
ver left the human heart without a witneſs 
of his exiſtence. To avert which wrath, 
various, Horrible, and diabolical ſuperſti. 
tions were introduced, and ſpread them- 


Fives over the face of the earth. Birds, 
8 beaſts, and abominable reptiles, the fun. 


the moon, and the A t of heaven, yea 
wood and ſtone, carved into various forms 
gods, or as — 
diators between them am the Su 

The Ifraclites themſelves were fo befotted 


and 5 by their — from * 
e 
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their idols, and ſaid to the work of their 


own hands, ye ate our Saviours. 
a how hath the devil ſucceeded in 
: this aceurſed machination-in Chriſtendom ! 


| WH How have poor diſtreſſed ſouls been bewil- 
; dered and led aftray by the ſelf- ſeeking ſons 
of the church of Rome / What things have 
not been invented to increaſe their wealth, 

up their credit in che world, and lead 


k 
millions of fouls blindfold to deſtruQion ! 


How many have been put upon afflicting 
their own bodies in che evereſt mer, by 
long and tedious pilgrimages, painful pe- 
a long — cc. E: weed .. 4— 
obtain peace and tranquility to their ſouls. 
In ſhort, ſo many, and ſo abſurd,” unſcrip- 
tural, and irrational are the impoſitions, in- 
novations, and fooleries of that church, that 
2 man muſt renounce his claim to reaſon in 


order to commence a member thereof. Let 
is there hothing ſo abſuùrd in the faith and | 
diſeipline ot the Romaniſts, that poor diſ- 1 


treſſed ſouls have not greedily catched at in 
hope to ſave rhemſelves from ruin. Cruci- 
fixes, Beads, Wood of the Croſs, Virgin Mary, 
Saints, Angels. &c. &c. For a man per- 
ceiving himſelf ready to fall from ſome emi- 


nence, will catch at any thing to prevent it,  " 
and fave himſelf. A perſon in this ſtate | 
grows earneſt, and urgent, he finds it is not 


a time to be ſlothful and trifling his e/}, his 
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COINS greateſt concernments are at ſtake. Dull, 
old, formal, and euſtowary applications 


doing 


to Gop will not ſerve the turn; to do no 


more chan ordinary, is to do nothi 
he ſees his danger, and is anxiouſly con- 


cerned to be ſaved from it. Doth-the church 


of Rome put the ſouls in this diſtreſs. upon 
many and hard things in orden to it's 
healing? Man's natural ſpirit being legal, 
will madily approve any thing of this kind; 


the ſoul upon the firſt alarm of fin, and ap- 
prehenſion of it's danger, immediately PE | 


verts into itſelf, and as it is conſcious of 


the eyil done, and cannot deny the ſin com- 
mitted to be juſtly chargeable on itſelf, 
fo it ſtraightway ſets about the uſe of fome 


means, whereby it may amend”. the paſt, 
atone for the evil done, and exculpare itſelf. 


© And this ſuppoſed ſelt-relief i is. not confined, 


to Papiſts, os Pagans, but is cammon to all 
that — of the human nature, and is. 


predominate over dll char are under the law ; | 
all men without exception in diſtreſs for 
ſin, firſt ſeek relief in 1 
ſelt-righteouſneſs. And lin this caſe, all men 
think that the hand that wounds muſt heal. 
This was the ſpirit and temper of the Jews ; 


elf-endeavours; and. 


they did not negle&t to ſeek after righteouſ- 


neſs, but being ignorant of Gov? s righteouſneſs, 


and going about to eſtabliſh their own. righte- 
ouſneſs, they did not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
of Go. They return, but not wito me ſaith 


the Loxp. N When | 


at all, : 


FY 
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W - When a ſoul is overtaken in it's errors, 
and wanderings from Gop, and brought into 
diſtreſs becaute of it's ſins, what muſt now 


be done? The ſoul reſolves upon this, 


will not offend any more; but as I have 
abounded in fin, Iwill ſuperabound in good. 


neſs; and virtue, and as 1 have brought diſ- 
honour upon the name by which I am call- 


ed, and wounded myſelf, I will henceforth 


ſerve, and honour. the Lokp,,and make my 


peace with Gop. There are many poor. 
—_— the de Gin. thus far in 

eir purpoſed piety, but never proceed any, 
euch 4 but ſin, and ſorrow, and ſin, and 
ſorrow again, never obtain deliverance from 


the power of ſin, nor any other comfort and 


ty and unſatisſying drops ſqueezed from 
their dry and barren pu zof being 
more wiſe and happy ſometime. Many like 
Ephraim, and Fudab, when they ſee their 


fieknefs, amd feel their wound, they go to the 


Afﬀyrianz ſeek creature relief, and healing 
from-thatwhich cannot help. Cain, in his. 
diſtreſs went out from the preſence of the 
Lonb, and amuſed himſelf in Building a 
Ci. But the arrows of conviction ſnot 
= _ —_ by the Holy-Spirit, are _ 
with the Almighty's indignation again 
hin, and leave phe by which no created 
hand can heal. Will overwhelming ſor- 


roy for paſt ſin, and bitterneſs of ſoul - 


remove 


— 


His afflicted foul,” and com 
his exceſſive ſorrow. Somewhat of com- 


remove tranſgreſſion, and reſtore peace? 


The wounded-finner will withdraw from the 


noiſe and company of men, and in ſome 


lonely defert, ot inner chamber recapitulate 
the ſins and folkes of his paſt life, and tel}; 
over his multiplied tranſgreſſions with every 


gravating circumſtance in order to afflict 
by poſe a halm from 


fort he finds in his diſtreſs and mourning, 


bur yet returns unhealed. The Loxp hath 


opened a door of hope in the valley of Achor, 


dut yet his ſore runs. Now like David in 
his diſtreſs of foul, he cries in nb 

and in the night ſeaſon be bis not flent. His 
friends and acquaintance will now begin to 


day- time, 


pity him, although his former wicked and 
ungodly practices had never moved their 
compaſſion, nor while he was expoſing his 
foul to eternal ruin, did he ever excite their 


pity. The world, in diſſike to ſuch me- 


thodiſm and madneſs will be ready to ſay, 


vrhat ails the man? If he has ſecrethy mur- 


dered any one there may be cauſe for all 


this ſorrow and continual clamour. What, 
muſt he needs be crying out night and day ? 
I he be diſquieted cannot he be filent ? 


Muſt he needs be praying in every corner, 
and roar through. 588 pretended diſquieincſi 


of his heart? Alafs, his foul is bitter in him, 
let him alone, he has departed from Goo, 
and no the ſtrong hand of the Load = | 
ITY N | 2 ta Ken 
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taken hold upon him; his ſins, the remem- 
brance of his ſins lies heavy upon his heart, 
and his poor ſoul is bowed down beneath 
the inſupportable burden. Alaſs, there are 
very few that underſtand the natyre of this 
diſeaſe, or can ſympathize; with a poor ſoul 


ber <vay with thorns, and made à wall that 
ſhe cannot find ber patbs. In time paſt ſhe 


remembers how often, and how. affection- 


ately the Loxp hath wooed and intreated 
her to return, the voice of his invitation 
ſeems ſtill to be ſounding in her ears, and 
her own folly, and madneſs in refuſing to 


| comply, now wounds her to the heart. She 


remembers the obſtinate courſe ſhe took in 


following other lovers, the contempt ſhe had 


thrown upon wiſdom who had met her at 
the top of every ſtreet, and cried unto her at 
the entry of every gate of the city; and now. 


 Alaſs, ſays ſhe, the Lonb hides himſelf from 


my complaint, and refuſes to hear when 1 
cry unto him. 

6. A ſinner in this digreſs and anxiety of 
ſoul, often ſays with the prophet, Oh that 


my bead were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 


tain of tears, that I 3 weep day and night, 


for my poor ruined and undone foul. What 


method will ſhe gow, take? What other 


means will ſhe, 8 Will ſhe ſit down 


in her ſorrow, and ſink in the depth of de- 


Fe n chere is #0 Hope, my er- 


Pecta tt 1 


the cauſe of it's miſcarriage 


| 6 e Balm of Ounan for 


© piltbion it cut off No, | this ſhe cannot, 
dare not think of; I have heard, ſays the 
diſconſolate ſinner, that the King of Afrac 
is a merciful king, -Lwill- — x4 order my 
complaint,” and come before him with duſt 
and aſhes e head, it may be the 
depth of my miſery may move his compaſ- 
oo, and we fry unto the depth of his mer- 
ey. And in this reſolution, the foul begins 
to afflict itſelf yet more, and double the 
ride of it's ſorrow, reproves it's former 
coldneſs, and indifferency, and can no longer 
be fatisfied with ordinary duties; thinks 
| in not ſucceed- 
ing with Gop, has been owing to the man- 
ner of addrefling him, and charges the rea- 
ſon of it's diſappointment, to the want of 
more fervour in prayer. I will therefore, 
ſays the ſinner, ſhake off all ſloth, and eaſe; 
and formality, and I will affict my body 
with faſting, and abſtinence, until my heart 
ſhall be brought low, and my luſts ſhall be 
weakened, and I will come before the Lozxp 
with à broken heart, an emaciated. body, 
and a foul ſoaked in ſorrows for I's pal 
ſins, and ſurely 1 ſhalł ſuccede Thus the 
ſin· troubled ſoul goes forth with renewed 
reſolutions, and ſtrenuouſly exerts itſelf in 
every Jury, and- carefully improves every 
opportunity. Is Tome Shes th bait of 
worldly" pleaſure preſented before it? It 
has no reliſh for Aa created err 
tdb . a ot 
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Doth Satan try his art, and watch an op- 
- portunity to tempt to the giving a little in- 


dulgence to ſome once beloved fin ? The 
ſinner remembering the gall and the worm- 
wood, anſwers. with indignation, how ſhall 
1 add to the burden of my ſin, already in- 


tolerable, and dee wound my ſoul, Which 
can hitherto no — by ſinning 


againſt that Gp whoſe wrath:I. am y et un- 


able to avert, and whoſe favour I cannot + 
obtain. Satan will now oftentimes take an- 


other method, and endeavour to work up 


the ſoul into a of it's growing 


excellency, and trans forming hi into 


an angel of light, will become a preacher of 
the goſpel, repreſenting Gop as full of com- 


paſhon, and abundant in mercy ; and will 


| | = 3 to the ſoul, that the Logp has pro- 
claimed himſelf to be all this, and that be 
| Pardons imiquity, tranſgreſion, and fin, But 


will at to. ſecrete what i | 
follows, who will by no means clear the guilty. 
In this manner the devil quoted the ſcri op: | 


ture When he tampered =o our ble 


Logo... And the deſign this arch-fiend has 

in dealing thus with a wounded ſoul, is to 
give wrong ideas of Gop, and conceal that 
one way in which he ever did, or ever will 7 


| unde his mercy to the guilty, viz. in 


through his dying Son. If Oy ſuc- 
ceeds in 3 then the ſoul wraps up itſelf 


abe . ede and | lines as 


hateful 


H* 
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hateful to Gov, as it is pleaſing to the de- 


vil and it's own deluded heart. . And in 
this ſtare, a'finner grows ſecure in himſelf, 
becomes elated in heart with his own ſup- 


poſed excellence, looks down with contempt 


upon others is as ſecure in the ſnare of ſaran, 


As that infernal fowler could wiſh him to be; 


and has nothing but a ſhort uncertain ſpace 
of time to meaſure over, before he commen · 
ces his wretched companion for ever.. 

7. This is one of thoſe dangerous rocks 
which a ſoul in it's humiliation'for fin, is 
in danger of ſplitting upon. If perſons 


make this a ground of peace; that they have 
not peace, that is, take comfort from their 


ſorrow, they expoſe themſelves to ruin. 
Cain, Eſau, Saul, Abab, Judas, were con- 
vinced of fin, and burdened therewith ; but 


What did this avail them? The wrath of 
 Gop overtook them, notwithſtanding. * And 
all who miſtake conviction for converſion, 


and lay their trouble for fin, as a foundation 


for their comfort, are in danger of falling 


into the ſame ſnare. There is no reſt for 


our fouls but Cnxtsr, therefore to take 


up with any other thing, in any manner to 


— 


ſtop ſhort of this, is to deceive ourſelves, 


and take up with a falſe 'reſt. It is not 


enough that we are Priſoners of Hope, but 


ye muſt turn to our ffrong Hold; and if we 


are *ordry and heavy laden, we muſt come to 
Caster. bee it i neceſary that the 
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ſoul ſnould preſs on through all diſcourage- 
ments, and reject with abhorrence every . 


thought of reſting in any thing ſhort of 
Canisr, in order to prove, that it's ſorrow 


is of a godly ſort. It matters not whether a 

ſinner makes a Saviour of his ſorrow, his 

- fin, or his duty, they will alike deceive. 
him, and-expoſe him to ruin. © 


| 8.: But to return more e to the 


8 ſoul under it's various and laboured actings 
for deliverance and peace, Sometimes in 


ſerious and earneſt applications to God, 


=_ rays of light and joy ſeem-to dart in 


it, but by reaſon * ws tranſitorineſs 
the glare, a 9 darkneſs ſeems to 
and more pungent pains afflict the 
fouls Will goods diſtributed to the poor 


and needy: be of any avail to obtain the | 
wiſhed for peace Hebold Logp, then ſays 
de fie ſinner, the balf of ; my. e 


give to tbe poor; retaliation all be 


: 8 and no taſk ſhall ſeem — qe no 


ty ſhall diſpleaſe, ſo there may be any 


projet of ſucceſs thereby. And as the ſoul 


legal in all theſe various actings, it will 


frequently after the diſcharge. of duty, or a 
recollection of the paſt actions of the day, 
Kc. be dejected and heavy, or uplifted and 


chearful, according to the conceptions it 
has formed of it's own behaviour and con- 
duct. But the Spirit of Grace ſtill purpo- 


MA 
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fity of obedience in o to life; 
and jules like a ſevere creditor is ever and 
anon taking the trembling ſoul by the 
throat, with the demand, pay me chat 
«© thou oweſt. ? 


9. Under this prefling ſenſe of Ph awd y 


the many painful diſappointments, the la- 


bouring ſoul has now been excerciſed with, 


it begins to be filled with amazement, and 
to ſay within itſelf, my wound is incurable ; 
Gop regardeth me not, relief is far off, and 
trouble en me on every ſide. 
draws nigh unto that 
rock, on which Cain ſplit, when. he ſaid, 
1 miquities are 33 than can b 
ed; and which every deſponding ſinner 
ſtrikes againſt; to the! _grear diſhonour of 
God, and the eternal] dy of his own 
ſoul; for nothing can be more provoking 
to the Lorp, than that his mercy in par- 


. . doning ſins ſhould be circumſcribed by the 


| ſhort line, and ſhallow underſtanding of a 


ſtſimful mortal, nor more hurtful and difad- 
vantageous to the ſoul itſelf. So far as this - 


perſuaſion becomes prevalent, it diſenables 


the ſoul for preſent duties, and future en- 


deavours. Some poor creatures mourn, 
and even pine away in this condition; and 
others have been fo entangled with - theſe 
perplexing thoughts, that 2 * fa- 
cCulties 


mforts, and deſtroys the ſpurious off. 
spring of falſe peace, by preflingthe-neceſ- 
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culties have dern ine impaired thereby, as to 
render them. uſeleſs in their day: and gene- 
ration both to themſelves and others. Some 
in this entangled ſtate ſpend their whole 


time in . e their hearts, ropoſing 
ob re ſclves, , doing the 


devil's wor 
their own 
tion, and carrying their diſagreeable com- 
. from houſe to Bout and friend to 
riend thus wear out an uncomfort- 
able n in a ſad, fruitleſs, . withering con- 
dition. Some in this ſtate, of delpondency, 
pals *_ perplex themſelves and others, 
beſt ſuited to their condi- 
— are = 44=<aa they put them away, and 
ſeem; determined 13 e ſhall make 
any impreſſion upon them. Thus the ſoul 
is weakened by ſetting bounds to the infinite 
Mercy « of Gop anden the HoLy OxR 
to their time for help and relief, until ſome 
cry. out like thoſe mentioned by the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, Our fins are upon us, we pine 
away in them, and how ſhould we then live? 
Moreover, this frame of mind .if continued 
in, will inſenſibly lead the ſoul to have hard 
thoughts of Gov. as one that is auſtere, an 
inexorable, and not at all to be dealt with; 
and hence to re 1 and wearineſs in wait- 
ing on him. Seeing this rock of deſpon- 
dency then is every way ſo e how - 
ae mould T Lg ſigner, who is 


At deſirous 


ns by every, poſſible aggrava- 
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be 50 the ſinfulneſs of 
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deſirous to fave his own ſoul be, — 
nigh unto it. That the Lok is not hard 
and auſtere in his dealing with poor diftreſ- 
ſed ſouls, „ he 2 not immediately 
adminiſter the relief and comfort they ſtand 
in need of, we ſhall for the ſupport and en. 


| 2 eee e, manifeſt 


3 Sinners, in the bitrerneſs of their 
_ ſay, the way of the Loud is not equal ; 
ear now 0 houſe of Urael, is not my way 

_ equal, are not your ways unequal ? There 
are two things that lead finners into'this 


miſtake to think hard thoughts of Go, 


when he ſeems to delay their deliverance ; 
1. want of due attention to the purity and 
223 of the law, which is the balance 
which all men's actions ate wihghed, and 
which can paſs none as ſterling that come 
not up to the ſtandard: © 2. enn hence 
flows another miſtake, of putting an undue 
value on their works; 
eſteemed works of righteouſneſs, ſince no- 


minner with all His abſtinence, altris-deeds, 
penitence, prayers, and fears,” cannot pro- 


Auce a work that will bear the teſt of the 


law, why ſhould he entertain hard tho! 
of Gov, becauſe he will not, cannot 
ice to bring deliverance to his dul ? 
Beſides, it ſhould be confidered — 

ZR? | 0 
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ely called and 


thing that is not conformable to the rule of 
right, can be fight. Now as a convinced 


WAT 2 & @ 0 220 2 e 


c Ee = 


sec 


 Wovnnes * Gonvotevicns.. 6% 


do bot ſtand upon equal terms with Go 
that covenant in which Gop promiſed life 
to legal obedience is aboliſhed; it was brok- 
en by Adam, his whole poſterity being then 
in his loins ;' and the covenant now ſubſiſt- 
ing, and by which ſalvation is attainable, 
is eftabliſhed upon a very different footing. 
But ſuppoſing, which is very far from being 
true, that a nner wounded in ſpirit, and 
earneſtly labouring for comfort and healing, 
ſhould in that ſtate render obedience fall, 
exact, and uniform as the law requires, yet 
eren chen he does no more than what he 
t always to have done, and is therefore 
ſt but an unprofitable ſervant.” And is 
ir mort to ch Go wit — Ny avg 2 
auſtere, for not accepting a years, per- 
haps months or days of pbedierice for that 
of the whole life? And let it be remembered 
that this is upon a ſuppoſition altogether 
falſe and groundleſs; tor the repentance of 
the moſt fincere and humble penitent, has 
need to be repented of, and tears moſt ex- 
preſſive of a broken and contrite heart, have 
| need to be waſhed in the Blood of CHRIST. 
21. Should Gop immediately vouchſafe to 
heal the finner's -heart upon the firſt flight . 
conviction of ſin, attended with a ſhallow 
and ſuperficial ſorrow, it would not ſuffiei- 
ently manifeſt his indignation againft'ir, nor 
it's contrariety, and obnoxiouſneſs to his 
holineſs and juſtice, In delay ing to _ 
an 
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and comfort the wounded ſpixis, Gon would. 
each ſinners how ſore and dangerous a thing 
it is to ruſn upon the thick boſſes of bis*buck- 
ler, and rebel againſt his Maker, Penal- 
ties are commonly ſuppoſed to be proporti- 
oned to the offence; therefore: God, al- 
though he does not deſign that, his people 

ſhould ſuffer according, to the demerit of 
their fins, yet he would give them ſuch. 
ideas of it's malignant nature, as may ever 
after impreſs their minds With a grateful re- 
membrance of his love and l in open- 
ing a way for the pardon of it, and create 
in them a deteſtation and abhorrence of this 
baneful evil. 
28. Wbat Gon ſeems always to. have de- 
figned, and which he has ever had in Yiew, 

is the manifeſtation of his own glory; in the 
exerciſe of his Juſtice and mercy, t 
the death oy tet an ev of his Son Ixsus; 
but this glorious, deſign. would be fruſtrat- 
ed, and the perfectly well-finiſhed work of 
Car1sT,-be:an unmeaning, and inſignifi- 
cant undertaking, if mercy, and {alvation 
could be diſpenſed to mourning ſinners 
without reſpect to him. This is the reaſon 
given by the apoſtle Paul, why Iſrael at- 
tained not unto the Law of Righteouſneſs, be- 
cauſe they, ſought not ſalvation by CHRIST. 
They were ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, 
viz. that righteouſneſs which the law of Gon 
held ww" and required, avi due obedi- 
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ence of every creature; and from hence were 
vainly led to boaſt of, and depend upon 
their own righteouſneſs, though in every 
reſpect imperfect, and therefore could in no 
wile render them acceptable to Gov. That 
ſinners cannot be ſaved without a dying, 
6 crucified Sa vioun, is, and ever has 
been the grand occaſion of ſtumbling; the 
preaching of ſalvation by the croſs, was 
what: Jew and Gentile formerly, and all 
who ate not ſaved at this day count matter 
of fookiſhneſ5. ' But as this is the way of ſal- 
vation, that Gop deſigned from eternity, 

and a way in which all his perfections ac- 
cord and harmonize, a way moſt eligible 
to infinite wiſdom, and beſt ſuited to the 
ruined ſtate of poor ſinners, let not any pre- 
ſume to think Gop is hard and cruel, be- 
cauſe he dif 


and manner unbecoming his infinite perfec- 
4. Con is jealous of his honour, and can- 
not bear a rival for his glory; bur perſons 
ho ſeek not unto God for the bleſſings he 
has to beſtow, nor make any grateful ac- 
knowledgments of favours received, may 
be ſuppoſed to idolize themſelves, by ſeem- 
ing ſelf-4 t, and hereby rob Gop of 
the glory he has a rightful claim unto. Go 
would have poor ſinners to be importunate, 
to pray always,” and not to faint; the bleſſing 
will be doubly dear; that has been obtained 

. i ü through 
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penſes not his bleſſings in a way a 
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through much earneſtneſs in prayer. The 
Syropbenician would take no denial from 
Cnsisr, but upon every repulſe, renewed 
her attack with greater vigour and reſolu- 
tion until ſnhe obtained her requeſt. Why 
ſhould any ſinner think Gop deals hardly 
with him, in not hearing, and helping him 
immediately, when it may be the Loxp doth 
not appear to his help, for the reaſons 
above-mentioned ; or if this be not the 
cauſe, let the conſideration of Gon's having 
borne with his rebellion and obſtinacy from 
his youth up, check his impatience; and put 
to ſilence every murmuring and repining 
JJ... ͤ Dag” 177 
11. In theſe arduous and painful exer- 
ciſes, while the ſoul is driven to and” fro 
like a ſhip on a tempeſtuous ſea, and can 
find no reſt in itſelf, nor get any comfort 
from duties, it would inevitably fall upon 
on of the rr 3 did not 
. the Spirit of Gon open ſame ſcripture pro- 
1 bor gy drawn yok. wa. by 
which ſome dawnings of hope, amidſt his 


Aaarkneſs, and diſtreſs, break in upon his 
8 ſoul. And O how cheering are the firſt 
| rays of morning light, after a long and pain- 
ful night of darkneſs and diſtrefſs ! So the 
foul, when it firſt emerges from it's depth 
1 of horror and vretchedneſs, under ſome 
_F faaint and indiftin& views of the bleſſed goſ- 

| pel, ſeems to experience ſomewhat of hea- 

| | 5 [es ven, 
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ven, in the preſent mitigation of it's inward 
hell, and the joys of hope that ſpring up 
from the — — that Gop has opened a 
way for the Gs of his mercy, in and 
through the Son of his love. But as yet 
this light which ſhines into the ſoul, is like 
the twilight, which ſhews every object in 
an obſcure and uncertain manner. As the 
blind man to whom our Loxn gave ſight, 
ſaid on the firſt opening of his eyes, I ſee 
men as _ walking; ſo the _ on. the 
. firſt flaſh o 1 he upon his ſoul, has 

but aa of goſpel li of CarisT in his perſon 
and'offices;; of the exceeding preciouſneſs of 
his load, the perfection of his righteouſneſs, 
and of the mba ſtem of rich and match- 
: leſs grace, as ſet forth — in the glorious goſ- 


He hears that CHRIST is a Saviour, 


and it yields ſome comfort to his diſtreſſed 
ſoul, but what ſort of Saviour he is, whom 
be faves, or on what terms, he is yet 

rant. But the workings of his legal goo. 
now readily ſuggeſt that ſomething is neceſ- 

ſary to be done, he has long laboured to 
fave himſelf, but found the taſk too hard, 

and was juſt-i in deſpondency about to ceaſe 


fainting ſpirit revives, and he hopes by his 
help he ſhall now ſucceed. 

12. In this perſuaſion, and animated by 
this hope, the ſinner girds himſelf again for 
_ work, and applies with wonted dili- 


gence 


„ 


from the work; but hearing of Jzsvs his 


* 
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gence to the exerciſe of every 


ſuitable object of the love and regard of this 


— 2 and meet to partake of his ſalva- 
And this is the common, and almoſt 


eee notion of obtaining ſalvation by 
CHRIST, even thoſe who profeſs to 
look to be ſaved ugh 28. gg No- 
thing is more common than to hear ſinners 
under. concern for ſalvation, purpoſing to 
do their beſt, and hope that ChRIST will 


make up their defects. The reaſon of ſin· 


ners thus conceiving, and ſpeaking, I look 
upon to be partly owing to their partial 


knowledge of the goſpel and themſelves; 
their views and 


of the one, via. the 
ideas are too narrow and contracted, and of 


themſelves, and their own abilities to per- 


form any thing good they commonly err in 
the other extreme. The abſurdity of this 
opinion, whatever may be the cauſe, I ſhall 
attempt to obviate as follows: 1. If fin 


has fo weakened and debilitated man, as to 
leave him deſtitute of all power to perform 


works pleaſing and acceptable to Gop with- 
out Cunrsr and his enabling grace, how 


© vain and ineffectual muſt all the feeble ef. 
fects of a ſinner be, to perform thoſe works 


without CHRIST, and in order to come to 
- him. But fin has brought this ruin and in- 
ability upon man, as the ſcripture teſtifies. 


_ . we Were. Jo without * in 


due 


— 


duty, aiming 
at nothing leſs, than to render himſelf 2 
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due time did CnrsT die for the ungodly, and 
without me, ſaith CurisT, ye can do nothing; 
therefore the preparation of the heart in man, 
. and all ability to perform, is of the Loan. 
2. Whatever is not of | faith is fin, and 
without faith, it is impoſble to pleaſe bim, 
faith the Holy-Ghoſt; but the mourning, 

coming | ſinner, who is yet ignorant of the 
perſon of Cuxis r, has not faith, for no man 
can believe on Chilis until he knows him, 
nor can any know him ſo as to call him 

Loxp and d upon him for life, but by 


| the Hah-Gbaſt. Therefore all his works 


are ſin; and what can be more abſurd in 
the actings of a ſinner, chan to ſuppoſe he 
can render himſelf more worthy of CHRIST, 
by continued acts of ſin. 
3. Moreover, If a ſinner in his enfeebled 

ſtate, and in the very depth of his diſeaſe 
and ſpiritual ſickneſs, can ſo bind up his 
ulcerous ſoul as to render it more meet 
for Jesus as a phyſician, and check his 
raging diſorder juſt in it's criſis, ſo as to 
eee _— of himſelf leſs difficult, 
wny- cannot he proceed and perfect a cure; 
ſince he that can perform the greater, will 


find leſs difficulty in performing the leſs ? 

4. Again, For a finner to ſuppoſe, or 
am at being a coadjutor in the affair of his 
ſalvation, is a diſnonour done to CnRIST, 
and an attempt to rob him of the glory of 
that work, which as 100 creature contributed 


„ccc 
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any thing to, none has any juſt claim in. 
I looked faith the bleeding Conqueror, and 
there was none to help, and I wondered that 
there was none to upbold:; therefore mine own 
; arm brought ſalvation unto me, and my fury 
2 3 And leſt any ſhould pretend 
| to have aided in the mighty work, he ſaith, . 
I bave trodden tbe wine preſs en = of 
_ the people there was none with me. 
Laſtly, For a ſinner to ſuppoſe that his 
repentance or duties can render him more 
meet for ChxISsT, is to e that there is 
ſomething of merit in his repentance or du- . 
ries, and that ſomewhat of the guilt of his 
paſt ſins can be atoned, or expiated thereby, 
and this is to ſuppoſe contrary to the expreſs 
teſtimony of the ſcripture, that ſins can be 
expiateu, and remitted u e edding 
of blond. x 15 N vs. 
13. How many poor creatures ſtumble 
and are bewildered here, fuppoling they 
muſt neceſſarily do ſomething in order to 
their being made Deen as if 
the work of the Lon Jaqus i was ſome way 
incomplete, and imperfect, till a poor ſin- 
SPY fulrage! luted creature had put to his 
fimniſhing hand. The bleſſed Jus ere he 
cloſed his eyes in death, ſaid, it i- faire 
_ Nay, ſays a finful worm, I muſt 
be grieved for my ſin, I muſt faſt 2 


; 1 Wo 2 : ; ** 8 =y NR l Xo « 
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for à certain ſeaſon, and then it will be 
ed. __ thou not bluſh O fooliſh — 


at 
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2 ** vain and impious thoughts? Thy 
Chari and conduct in this reſpect ſhould 
add freſh ſorrow to thy heart, and deeper 
wound thy already bleeding foul: Naaman, 
_ deſpiſed the direction the man of Gov: had 
given him for the healing of his leproſy, as 
being too ſample and | Bebold ſaid he 
in the heat of his indignation, and contempt 
af the means preſcribed, I thought be wil 
ſurely come out to me, and ſtand, and call on 
de Name: of tbe Loan his God, and move 
bis band over the place, and recover the leper. 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Da- 
maſcus, better than all the waters of Uracl? 
May: I not woſb in them and be oha f So be 
turned and went away in a rage. In like man- 
ner do poor ſinners neglect Tche ſalvation of 
Itsus, and refuſe to be healed in the way 
and manner God has appointed, becauſe the 
means are too eaſy, 3 too 
2 But in hopes to ſucceed with poor 
ſinners as — ſer vants of Naaman 
e with _ Lord and Maſter, in per- 
them to com ply wich the direction 
r this healing, of ſhall lay down in 
— —— the abilities of the 
— £8vVs CnRIST, as a ſpiritual Phyſi- 
cian, for healing every malady of the ſoul, 
and binding up the contrite heart and 
wounded ſpirit. e 


HE 
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and body and ſoul by reafon hereof, 


are ſubjected thereunto. All the various 


kinds of diſeaſes that are incident to the 
one, and the more painful and complicated 
-Aerrows which ſo frequently befall the other, 
-ought to be regarded as ſo many monitors 
of our ſtate and condition, and ſtir us up 
with timely care to avert the doom our fins 


have expoſed us unto; » Men do not gene- 


rally need to be called upon to uſe pro 


ä means for removing the diſeaſes of the 6 


dy, thoſe who ſeem to be moſt laviſh of their 
Health while enjoyed, are ſeldom backward 


to uſe means for the recovery of it when it 


8 loſt. But moſt men while they uſe ever 
t, and ſpare no coſt to remove and 
expel the diſorders of the body, are yet as 
generally neglectful about the maladies of 
the ſoul, as ſl it conſtituted no part of 
themſelves. Naaman upon information-gi- 
ven him by a maid-ſervant, that there was a 
man in 1ſrael- who could heal him of his 
leproſy, immediately upon this ſlender and 
doubtful evidence, procures letters "= 
. 
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| Wiy are om ſo ſolicitous about their bo- 


creatures, beſpeak 


ante 


neither Fepeeive their hicknefs,” nor their 


3 may 
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- the Ki and with much wealth in gold and 
apparel, takes his journey in ſearch of this 


phyſician, ſtimulated with the deſire of be- 


ing healed. But why muſt there be 1o 
— pains taken, and wealth expended to 
preſerve the ſhell, while the kernel, for 
which alone that is of any value, is diſre- 

garded ? Why to preſerve. the cabinet, 
Fane. © it contains is overlooked ? 


dies, à vile lump of clay, and which in 
ſpite of all their endeavours to prevent it, 
wil ſhortly moulder into duſt, to the neg- 
lect of an immortal ſoul, which will ſur- 


vive it's earthly Ho and appear to be, 
in a little time, wh rly 1 Our- 
ſelves ? This ee in reaſonable 


8 Ener 
are _ with, and which is 
with fo awful a delirium; that they 


Bur the maladies-that infect the fouls 


overlooked, and diſregarded, — 4 
moſt ſerious attention, as being in — 
ture and conſequences of che laſt impor- 
tance. This truth, which though it hath 


been inculcated by the miniſters of God's 
word, and ſpiritual phyſicians have warned 


their patients of, is yet ſo little regarded 
in - that theſe have al 


ways 
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ways had cauſe to complain in the language 
of the prophet, Vbo bath believed our re. 
port? But when the Spirit of Gov lays on 
his hand, and makes the ſoul ſenſible of it's 
diſeaſe and danger, it can no 1 lie in 
_ wa ſtupid, ſenſeleſs ſtate; but is alarmed 
at the fight of it's condition, feels the fmart- 
ing of it's wounds, and begins to beſtir it- 
ſelf to obtain a cure. The various actings 
of the ſoul in this perception of itſelf, is 
what T have been aiming to lay open in the 
preceding ſections, with the many painful 
diſappointments” it meets with, in ſeeking 
it's help and healing where it cannot ſuc- 
cced; and what I intend in this, is to ſet 
forth the 'Loxy Jesus Cunisr as ſuch a 
Helper and Healer, as is neceſſary for 
 wounded"'conſciences; and broken hearts. 
But perhaps ſome will fay, what need is there 
to emarge upon a ſubject, Which Chriſtians 
Profeſs to believe ? I anfwer, to believe in 
| Jzsvs CHRIST, is a thing very far from be- 
ing common to all that call themſelves 
Chriſtians. Nor can any one fall into a 
more dangerous and damnable error, than 
to ſuppoſe he believes, when he does not. 
le that does not believe, is condemned alrea- 
ay; and while he ſuppoſes that he does be- 
lieve, he will uſe no farther endeavours to 
be delivered from that ſtate of condemna- 
tion. Some exclaim with great vehemence 
5 againſt the doctrine of faith, and ſal vation 


TER thereby, 


i 


- 
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thereby, as being licentious, and deſtruc- 


tive of good works; while others borne 


don by the torrent of ſloth, ſeli-love, and 
their own deceivings, take it for granted 
that they do believe, and by this conceit 
ſilence the clamours of a diſquieted conſci- 


ence, and never-bring their ſuppoſed faith 


we have been ſpeaking of, find it not ſo eaſy 


a matter to believe, as others ſeem to con- 


to the trial. Perſons under that anguiſh of 
ſpirit, and concernednels for ſalvation that 


ceive it is. Some things they can believe 


concerning Jzsvs as a Saviour, viz. that he 
may ſave ſome whoſe ſins are not ſo numer- 
ous and aggravating as theirs; or that they 


themſelves alſo might obtain ſalvation thro? 
him, could they become a little more holy in 
their hearts, and more righteous in their 


ſives; but finding themſelves herein defici- 
ent after their moſt laboured efforts, and re- 


peated experiments, they are ready to con- 


elude their wound is incurable. 


* þ 


3. The woman mentioned in the goſpel, 


having an iſue of blood, had ſpent all her 


ſubſtance to no purpoſe, the hiſtory ſays, 
ſhe was not bettered, but rather grew worſe; | 


one may reaſonably conclude therefore, that 
n as well as pennyleſs; but 
hearing of Ixsus, and no doubt the many 
cures he wrought on the bodies of the diſ- 


eaſed; ſhe gathered courage, and ſaid with 


in herſelf, if I may but touch his garment I 


— 


N all 


\ 
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ſhall be 4obole.. This perſuaſion of mind 
riment; and 5 


put her upon trying the expe 
although languid and weak, having lon 


laboured under a waſting diſorder, the pre- 
ſeth in the midſt of the e till ſhe came 

where Ixsvs was, and happily ſucceded ac- | 
cording to her faith; - . it is to be ob- 
ſerved,” to believe that CurisT is able to 


heal a wounded conſcience, although this 


does not immediately effect a cure, is a great 
ſtep towards being . as it puts the 


ſoul upon making application to him. It 
ſucceeded well with the leper who came to 
Cnxisr, when he had come down from the 


mountain, with this confidence, Lorp if 


thou wilt thou canſt make me clean; for Jzsvs 
ſaid, I will be thou: clean, and immediately 


bis leproſy was cleanſed, To know that Gon 
will p à ſinner, or heal a conſcience - 
3 _ ſenſe of fin, or has laid up 
mercy and 

ty, is not manifeſted in the works of his 


vation in CHN l for the guil- 


power and wiſdom by which he created the 
world, and all 1 in it; although by theſe 
effects, the grea 
ſer forth, as ſaith the apoſtle Nom. i. 19. 
even bis eternal Power and Gadbeag, ver. 20. 


But the purpoſes of his grate, or the free 


acts of his will in the exerciſe of mercy, the 
rdon of ſin, &c. are not at all manifeſted 
rein. Gon made all things in ſuch rec- 
k * titude, integrity, and-uprightneſs, rhat it 


Was 


\ 
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t produeing cauſe is fully 


| 
; 


ledge of but by t 
needs be matter of joy to a poor deſponding 


— 
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was impoſſible they ſhould have any re- 
ſpect unto fin, which is the corruption of 
* all, or to the pardon of it, which is their 
4 reſtitution, whereaf they ſtood in no need. 


i 4 There being no ſuch thing in the world as 
ſin, nor any ſuch thing ſup 


poſed to be, 
8 when all things were made of nothing, how 


could any thing declare or reveal the for- 


* giveneſs of it? Thus the judicious Dr. 
Owen. Man has not by nature any ſuch 
knowledge of Gop, as that he will pardon 
the guilty, or open a way for the manifeſ- 
tation of his mercy chrough the death of his 
Son; the firſt intimations of any ſuch Brace, 


revelation only can fayour us with: 


pardon of ſin is an inſtance of ſuch ſpecial 


mercy then, as ſinners had no reaſon to ex- 


pect, nor could ſſibly have any know. 
— word of God, it muſt 


creature, to hear. of theſe glad tidings, and 
ſhould be attended to, with becoming ſeri- 


| ouſneſs, , and gratitude. 


. But becauſe poor finners moſt afflicted 


| Sth. a ſenſe of their ſin and iniquities, are 
commonly moſt backward and flow to be- 


lieve that mercy and forgiveneſs can be ex- 


tended unto them, I ſhall therefore immedi- 
. ately proceed to ſet forth this glorious truth, 
that help is laid upon One that is Mighty, even 


upon CHRIS, and that he is able to ſave to the 


#lermeſt, all them that come unto Gop by bim. 


I hope 


the bodies, and ſouls of diſeaſed 


Akill; but T-ſhall produce a few certificates 
to prove that the 


, —_ 


— 
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I hope 1 hall not be thought to ule levity, 


Ks if] treat the ſolemn ſubject in Hand. in the 
. 3 manner: 


In order to prove the ability of Jaun 
to heal a wounded conſcience, I ſhall pre- 
ſent a liſt of the cures wrought im on | 


2. To extol his ability the more, and 
magnify his art, I ſhall ſer forth the manner, 


and means by which he has ſo happily ſuc- 
ceeded i in the exerciſe of his ſkill. 


3. And becauſe I am defirous of encrea. 
ing the number of his patients, that his fame 
may be ſpread far and wide, I ſhall lay be- 
fore you the prices for which he x the 
mot n ne and chronical maladies. 

1 ſhall not imirate the gentlemen of the 
faculty, I mean thoſe of the empirical kind, 


who ar̃e ever obtruding upon eee 
and unauthenticated liſts of the many and 


great cures that haye been effected by their 


D Jesvs CnRIST hath 
wrought ſuch cures,” as none of the ſons of 
Aſculapius could ever yet pretend to. To 
cleanſe the lepraus, open the eyes,-of men 


that were born blind, unſtop the ears of the 


deaf, give ſoundneſs to the lame, health to 


ſick, &c. &c. were che moſt ordinary, and 


inſignificant cures our Savioux wrought 
when he ſojourned-upon earth, and which 
he * — eyery day and liter- 


ally 


- 
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ally fulGlled the ſaying of the prophet E/ai- 


45 "Himſelf took. our infirmities, and bare our 


- ſickneſs. He ſtanched an iſſue of blood, that 


ſeemed to be incurable, and more than once 
relieved the diſtreſſes of afflicted friends and 


kindred by recalling the departed ſpirits 
back into their deſerted, and lifeleſs bodies, 


and reſtoring them alive to the aſtoniſhed 
3 But why do I talk of bodily 
performed by this great Phyſician, he 
has nccla. in healing the maladies of the 
mind. Is a man poſſeſſed with legions of 
devils, and under their influence transform- 


eld into their nature? Jzsvs can compel 


them to evacuate their uſurped habitation, 


and reduce the patient to a tranquil ſtate of 
mind. Is a poor afflicted child brought to 


the diſciples of Ixsus but returned to the 


diſconſolate parent as incurable ? - Jesvs 


heals him to the great joy of his aſtoniſhed 
father. How amaz Ing and myſterious was 
the power and ſkill of the Logp Jxsus in 


6 ball the deadly diſeaſe of Alam the com- 


mon parent of mankind, when the conta- 
gion of ſin had faſtened on his vitals, and 
would quickly have terminated in the ſouls 


everlaſting death. But as I am not able to 


produce a certificate of this, I ſhall only 


_ record/it as highly probable. Abel it is 


certified was perfectly healed by our Logp, 
and is denominated righteous, although not 
leſs infected with that deadly diſeaſe than 


Was 
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was his parent. Enoch, Noab, Abrabam, 


and his deſcendants were "alike infected with 


the ſpiritual peſtilence of ſin yet were the 
firſt of theſe reſtored to perfect ſoundnefs, 


and if any others were not healed, it was 


becauſe they did not ſeek his help. In later 
ages of the world, his. Name has not been 
leſs famous, nor the ſalutary effects of his 


healing art leſs known. Wares under the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt lameñtable delirium, by 
reaſor of ſin, and their alienation from Gop, 
have been happily recovered from their de- 


plorable ſtate, —— borne witneſs to his heal. 
ing power, under the ſevereſt tortures men 
or devils could invent. In ſnort, every 
ſaint in glory was once infected with the 
deadly diſeaſe Lof fin, but were all healed by 
his hand; and now with one conſent they 
hymn his praiſe. | 

2. The manner in which he hath at all 


times, and {till doth diſplay his art, is alto- 


; gether ſingular, and 0 fr of himſelf. 
| Would he looſen the tongue of the dumb, 
and open the ears of the deaf? How imple 


the operation, but how effectual the cure 


He put his fingers into bis ears, and be ſpat, 


and touched his tongue; and looking up to 


heaven be fighed, and ſaith unto him, Epb- 


pbatba, dart is be opened; and ftraightway 
Bis ears were opened, and the" firing of bis 


and be ſpake 2 Would 


tongue was looſed 
he reſtore the Ns: to lab! His own ſa- 
liva, 


mp, mw, ot, -- Q, oO © D. 
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eper is cleanſed wich 
pſe is reſtored to life with 


ſome leper 


a word ; and at the lifting up of his voice, 


one that had been dead four days is called 


diſplay his power; and manifeſt his ſkill in 
healing ſpifitual diſeaſes? A fear ſeizing. 
ſoul. Chains and captivity {ball be an ef- 
rit q and a gentle look: ſufficient to cure the 


daſtatdly' heart. 1d he heal nations 


add ſtrange people, labouring under the epi-:: 
demical diſtemper of the world How ſhall. 


malady, of an 3 — unfaithful and 


this be effected ?; Not the letter- learned 
Doctor ſhall be ſent to accompliſh; the gra- 
cious deſign, leſt his art of healing ſnould 


be brought into contempt.; but the ſalutary 
veſſel, that the Phyſician's ſkill may appear 
the more conſpicuous, The various, and 
malignant diſeaſes of the ſoul, far beyond 


| the reach of epidaurian att, which, have 
been perfectly healed by this 


great Phyf . 
an, we ſhall fpeak more particularly of in 
the following ſection, when we ſhall deſcribe 
the virtues of that Balm, by which he ef - 
fects his cures. In the mean time from 


to 


from the diſappointed grave, - Would, he, 


en en ſaid of che ability of CHISsr 
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to heal every diſcaſe, let the wounded in 
ſpirit take encouragement, © and whatever 
conceptions they may have of the malig- 
nancy of their diſorder, the multitude of 
their fins, and the aggravations of their 
Tran ſgreſſions, et make application to this 
great ee Hits NN know, poor 
3 labouring undler the moſt painful 
and acute diſorders of body, enix hear 
of # man eminent in his roteſſion, and fuc- 
ceſsful in his art, are often deterred from 
making application, becauſe they are un- 
able to an wer his exorbitant demands; but 
1 have to add Aenne i en To bet. : 
3. The Lon Jisvs Cunmrzi the Phy- 
ſician of whom we ſpeak is as eaſy and 
| moderate in his fees," as he is ſucceſsful in 
his art. Tonly fear: leſt the cheapneſs of 
this Phyſician ſhould- render him and his 
preſeriptihis-eonternprible 3 in your eyes, as 
Was the caſe with Naamun 2 | 
 _ arthas been ROUTE thou 8 
in every and place. Ixsus exerciſes 
his e Eiko hope, or proſpect 
of reward; the poor, are as kindly treated 
by killavithe. rich the ignorant, as the 
wiſef und the ſinner wkoſe, debt iure , 
hundred pente, as che r 50 ing Pha- 
riſee that owes but h. He willingly en- 


tered upon this gracious work for the ſake 
of afflicted and Wunded ſinners, and lo, 
bis para is ä and bis work lufire 


him, 


So milk without 


* 


*% 
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im. Theſe are the terms on which: the 
needy are made partakers of his fulneſs, the 
wounds of the r Feuiſed are bound up, and 
the ſickneſſes of the afflicted are — | 
that will may come, and take of the water. of 
life freely—-Whoſoever cometh to me, J chill 
in no cviſe caſt out Come unto me all ye that 
labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt—Ho, every one that thirfteth, come 
de ie the waters, and be that bath na money; 
cume ye, buy and cat, yea, come, buy wine and 
money, and without price. See- 
ing then Car1sT is ſo able a Phyſician, that 
even every ſpiritual. malady is ſanable by 
him ; and — of his healing art, is 
ſuch that the pooreſt mortal is able to pay; 
I ſhould here ſet myſelf with the greateſt 
cearneſtneſs, and importunity to prevail with 
the ſick and wounded to apply to him, but 
that I intend to ſettle this important point 
more firmly, hoping hereby to gird myſelf 
for the e work with the greater 
ſucceſs. To 
| 5. That mercy is laid up in CaxsT for 
they ardon of fins, and that Cnr1sr is able 
to heal the worſt maladies of the ſoul, and 
to ſave. the vileſt ſinner, I ſhall attempt to 
mauiteſt by the following arguments: 
When I ſay, that mercy. is laid up in 
Come: I mean no other, than that thro' 
the perfect fulfilment of the work he under- 
| took, a way is opened for the juſt Gon to ex- 
H 2 erciſe 
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. erciſe mercy to guilty ſinners, without any 


injury done to that inflexible Attribute; 


agreenble to that of the apoſtle Paui, Whom 
Son bath ſet forth to be 4 nion thro 
faith in bis blood ; to declare bis righteou/- 


, that be might be juſt, and tbe juſtifier 


F bim<vho-believeth in Ixsvs. That there 
ds therefore in Cnaur an ability to ww, 


wil 


*. * 
. 


n IV 
* > nk 


r ſignifies annointed, from the 
Greek Cbriſtos, as Meſſiah with the He- 

brews from Maſiab. The firſt mention the 
ſeriptures make of him, is in the exerciſe 
of infinite power, : new worlds into 
being, and e all things from nothing. 


That Cunisr Ju$us-was the great agent in 


this mighty work as the eternal 
ſelf-exiſting Gop, we are 

Joint Fra the new teſtament writers. 
4645 the ¶ Logos) word, and the word was 
with Gop, and the mand was Gob. by” 
' things were made by him,” and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. Paul, 
to the Colaſſians ſaith, ' By bim were all things 
created that are bn beaves,) and that are in 
earth, viſible, and inviſible; whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers, all things were created by bim, and 
for him. The apoſtle to the Hebrews faith, 
DO oo Loxp in the beginning baſt laid the 


foundati on 


a, and 


appear 
1. By confidering who Cunisr. is, The 


by che 
vangeliſt John ſays, In tbe beginning 


I 1 Ho 1, , 4 A - Aa — E r 
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| feandation of the. earth, and the heavens. are 
the works of rhine hands. Theſe teſtimoni ies 
do not intend. to deny or exclude. the cq- 
operating influence of the Father, and the 
g . in Ne 0 the 0 2 to 
: ort co- equ er gnity 
of the Son; e e a comfort- 
able and ſtro aſſurance to. poor. ruined 
ſinners, that HE who had engaged himſelf 
. to be their Saviour, was fully qualified for 
the diſcharge of the vaſt unde Rigg; The 
next mention made of Crz1sT in the word, 


is with reſpect to the human nature he was 


to aſſume, in order to his being properly 
capacitated to ſave ſinners; for becauſe the 
children (to be redeemed) were partakers of 
fleſh and blood, HE likewiſe alſo 1 ap 
part of the ſame, &c. And with-an 
this, it was ſaid tothe ſerpent, ZE ball bruiſe 
thy Bead, even Cusisr who with re 
to his human nature, was to deſcend 1 
our common parent Eve. When CurisT 
fore came into the world, born of 4 
woman, in the fulneſs of time ; H E.put on 
man, but did not, could not put off Goo, 
or ceaſe. to be, what from eternity he had 
been. "The {cripture ſaith, be made himſelf 
of ma reputation, and there was no form, nor 
comelineſs in him, nothing extraordinary in 
his outward appearance that might indicate 
his internal glory; yet faith the apoſtle, in 


| 4, Sy. all the fulne 115 * the 2 *. 
| And 
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And by reafon of the marvellous junction 


of 8 two natures, when he was converſing 
with Nicodemus, being e earth, he ſpeaks 
of the Son of — himſelf) as being then 
in heaven. Ixsvs then being truly Gov, 
the Maker, and Preſerver of all that is made; 
and being truly Man, made like unto his 
brethren whom he intended to ſave, nothing 
can fruſtrate the deſign of his love, nor ob- 
ſtruct his power in t 5 ſalvation of ſinners. 
2. The (Logos) the uncreated word, was 
deſigned i in the council of the eternal three, 
to ſuſtain the office of a Saviour of fallen 
finners. And with a view to this, be ſaith 
Prov. viii. 23. Twas ſet up from everlaſting, 
From the beginning, or ever the earth was. 
As alſo with reſpect to the ſame deſign, it 
is ſaid Pſ. ii. 7. Thou art my. Son, this 
dey have I begotten thee. The prophet Iſaiab 
calls him that was to be born a Man-child, 
El-gibber, Abbi-Ad, the mighty Gop, the Fa- 
ther of eternity. According to this eternal 
deſignation, CrrisT is ſaid to be a Lamb 
Hain from the foundation of the world. And 
as this gracious [crap was firſt diſcloſed 


in the deſtruction the ＋ ( (the devil) 
was. threatened with, ſo frequent and re- 


peated declarations of the — deſign were 


made to the church, in every after age, un- 

til the time fixed by infinite wiſdom, gave 

birth to the wonderous Child. And while 

Mary was yet Pregnant, and * er 
5 
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Chil was born, an angel was ſent from 
heaven to appoint his proper name; and at 
the ſame time gives à realon why his name 
ſhould be called Fefus, becauſe be 11 ſave 
bis people from their fins. And the 1: 
night in which he was born, an angel Was 
ſent expreſs ftom the court of heaven, to 
publiſh and make known the great event, 1 
and the long wiſhed- for morning was uſh- 1 
ered in by a multitude of the heavenly Hoſt, | 
with an anthem ſuited to the occaſion. The | 
uſe I would make of this is, ſince CnRIST 
came into the world on this grand errand, 
to be a Savious, and came purſuant to the 
council and deſignment of the eternal triune - 
Jehovah, theretore, he cannot be deficient 
in any qualification neceſſary for the diſ- | 
charge o the i important work, nor wanting + 
m any thing that may give encouragement FH 
to or dillonfolate firiters to 2pply _ 3 
kim for life and conſolation. 

3. The names Meffiah, and Cbriſt, as be- 
for noted, mean one and the ſame thing, 
viz. Anointed; and 'Jzsvs being called theſe 
names, pointed out to the church what of- 
fices it behoved him to ſuſtain as the Savi- 
our of his people: Men that were anointed 
to the offices of king, prophet, and prieſt, j 
mentioned in the old eſtab, were bur | 
types and repreſentatives of this anointed | 
One, who ſeems to have been called by this 
name, becauſe it behoved him to faſtain 


theſe 


I% 
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heaven itſelf, there to appear in the preſence. 
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1 2 ms pres thence he = 
is people with a tual good things 
The office of a king was to head his people, 
and lead forth their atmies to war, and to 
rule over them by mild and wholeſome 
laws, &c. Now Ixsus executes this office, 
by ſubduing his people to himſelf, by ſub- 
duing and vanquiſhing all their enemies, 
and by ruling and defoiading them by — 
ſuitable ro-the nature of his kingdom, and 

peaceful reign. And from hence it appears 
that Jisus is every way able to ſave ruined 
and undone ſinners who ſeck, ſalvation in 
him. If they ate ignorant, I xsus is a Pro- 
phet, and well able to inſtruct them in the 
Will of -Gop, and all things that belong to 
their preſent peace, and future felicity. 
Are they guilty, and obnoxious to the wrath 
of Gon? Jesvs: the High-Prieſt has pre- 
ſented one offering, by which he has bw 
full atonement and ſatisfaction for fin, and 
thereby perfetts. the ſanttified for ever. Not 
all their enemies ſhall be able to prevail 
againſt them, for Jzsvs, their King is poſ- 
ſeſſed of all power in hèaven and in earth, 
and can therefore ſave to the uttermoſt. 

4. The undertaking of ChRISH to — 
fallen men, was a taſk arduous and difficult, 
and ĩimpracticable for any but Fehovah him. 
ſelf. He that would perform this taſk, 
muſt conflict with the obſtinacy, and enmity 
of men; with the ſubtilty, and malice of 

devils; 


| 4 : {a4 = £*7 ys, 
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devils ; muſt ſtoop: beneath the prodigious 
load of human gullt; feel the ſharpeſt, and 


moſt enveriomed ſting of N n death; 
and what is more than all, be given into 


the hands of ſtern and inflexible juſtice, 


until it's utmoſt demand ſhould be fully an- 


ſwered. But ah! Who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? What ſtrong Arch. angel would 
not ſink under the intolerable weight ? 
What flaming Seraph would not faint at 
the moſt diſtant proſpect of being enjoined 
the taſk ? Bur IEsus, engaged bis beart in 
the work, and bowing the heavens he de. 
ſcended to the mighty undertaking. - And 
as David, a ſtripling and unaccuſtomed to 
war, went forth unarmed in the confidence 
of his Gop to meet the champion of the 
 Philiſtine hoſt, and overcame, and flew him, 
and took away his head; ſo our ſpiritual 
David, tho unnurtured in arms, and to 


look upon, a man of no ſs for 


war, yet ſingly and alone, he entered the 
hoſtile field, and brake the 


power of his 
moſt potent adverſaries. He overcame the 
obſtinacy, and enmity of men, and made 
them willing in the day of bis power. He 


diſconcerted all the ſchemes, and ſtratagems 
of hell, and led the powers of darkneſs 2 


tive; he bruiſed the head of the ſerpent, 
and gave a mortal wound to the devil; he 
bore the ponderous load of his people ſins 


in his own body on the tree; he drew the 


ſting 
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ſting of ruthleſs death, and in his-reſurrec- 
tion triumphed aver the unſatisfied grave. 
Will nothing leſs than the penalty of death 
ſatisfy the demands of injured juſtice? IEsus 
ſtoops to death, and bears the curſe poor 
ſinners were ſubjected to. Will juſtice 
award life to nothing; but perfect obedience 
to the law? Lo, ſaith * I come to do 
thy will, and yielded an obedience to every 


moral precept ſo exact, and full, that be 


magnified the lau, and gave due honour to it. 
Hence every obſtacle being removed, and 
a new and living way opened and conſecrat-" 
ed to falvation:and: glory, why ſhould: any 
deſponding finner conclude, that this all. 
conquering e$vs cannot ſave him: 
g. Jz$8vs did not poſtpone the i 
of his divine power to his death and reſur- 
rection from the dead; but gave frequent 
ptoofs: of the God - like perfections that pol- 
ſeſſed his human body. In ſome inſtances 
the ſpectators, and — hes were filled with 
aſtoniſhment, beholding the miracles that 
were wrought by him; and in others they 
were offended and enraged ; but perhaps 
never more ſv, than when he took upon him 
to abſolve the guilty. This Man, lay they, 
blaſphemeth; and it is no leſs than a miracle 
to me, that the Jews did not on this ſuppo- 
ſition and charge immediately ſtone him. 
But the Logn does not recede from the au- 
Peer he claimed, but Juſtifics the deed, 


and | 


, < # > 25S. 7 
"" es. th 
. 
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andpleads-hisright aath-power'to: forgive 
_ Jibetefore; ſaiih he, hn hei kuil in 
- your” Heur te. u hei bers il eaſer to ſay, ' thy 
Ans h forgiven tbee r toilfay; ariſe and 
wall. Bui that ye may knowithat the Son of 
mai bath potber ow earth" to forgive fins. It 
is worthyax6 be obſer ved iflere, that Ixsus 
would: havdit. k non Nhat. hẽ was ãnveſted 
with / the Tam endeavouring to de- 
monſtrate. The apbſtles hq received a 
ip ecial- commiſtion trom»CarsT: to preach 
* poſpely did not only inſiſt Irsus 
being the only Sauiourg but alſo onhivbe- 
9 50 duly> qualified to! ſave allthati hould 
ve on him. When Perrn with much 
boldneſs preached. C Hats before the High- 
Prieſt and his aſſembled friends, he faith, 
neither ix there ſalvation iu am otber, in 
which words, he intimates that there is in 
this I zsvs a ſufficiency of all things neceſ- 
ſary for ſalvation. Stephen, who firſt ſealed | 
the: teſtimony of Jesus with his blood, 
ſought no — refuge than the arms of this 
Saviour, nor any other power. to. ſave him 
in the hour of his departure; Lonb Jesus, 
ſaid he, receive my ſpirit. Peter alſo teſti- 
fied to Cornelius. the Gentile concerning the 
ability of Jzsus' to fave, ſaying that Gop 
had anointed bim with: the Holy-Ghoſt; and 
.with Power, to ſave to the uttermoſt. But 
"the fulneſs and ſufficiency of ſalvation there 
is laid up in CHRIis r will yet more fully ap- 
pear, by obſerving, 6. That 
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6. That Irsus, knowing the power he 
was poſſeſt of, and as Mediator, the inter- 
eſt he had with the Father, promiſed to 
ſend the -Ghoſt-unto his diſciples, to 
chear and conſolate them in the ſorrow they 
had — becauſe of his departure. 
No as the Holy- Spirit is the grand agent 
in the converſion of ſinners, as it appertains 
to him to open the underſta manifeſt 
the purity of the law, and thereby the odi- 
ouſneſs of ſin, to lead to I asus, and work 
faith in the heart Jssus having a right 
and power to ſend this divine Split with 
alb his ſaving influence; muſt therefore him- 
ſelf be able to ſave. Beſides the mĩſſion of 
the Holy- Spirit on the aſcenſion of Cuxkisr, 
is an undubitable proof of the acceptable- 
neſs of the offering and ſacrifice he had 
made of himſelf, which the apoſtle fays, 
vas for a ſweet fi ſuellin g ſavour. And as the 
 Holy-Sprrit with all 8 powerful, and ſav- 
ing influences, is the gift of the exalted 
Ixsus, and by which his church is enriched 
and edified, there is no ſpiritual malady 
which Jxsus by his all-wiſe, and omnipo- 
tent Spirit cannot heal, nor any finner how- 
ever multiplied, or aggravated his tranſ- 
greſſions may be, whom he is not able to 
Pardon, and ſave to the uttermoſt. 
7. Moreover, -Jesvs in the diſcharge of 
nis ſacerdotal office, after having given up 
e ens offering * ſacrifice to Gov, by 


virtue 


a. A. . 
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virtue of his own blood he entered into the 
moſt: holy place, bt into the boly places 
made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itſelf, now to appear 
in the preſence of Gon for us. And this our 


High-Prieſt can be touched with a feeling 


of our infirmities ; knows our temptations, 
_ 1s: acquainted with the fubtilty and malice 
of our enemies, knows what the fears and 
dejections of a poor mourning ſoul are, 
and how to adminiſter both fuitable, and 
ſeaſonable relief. Such an High-Prieſt as 
Cnri1sT is, juſt ſuits the condition of poor 
contrite-hearted ſinners, for he bears them 
on his heart, ſighs their ſighs, and groans 
their groans; and perfuming their prayers 
and tears with the incenſe of his meditation, 
and interceſſion, preſents them with accept- 
ance upon the golden Altar. Why is 
Cnr1sT entered into the preſence of Gop ? 


It is for. us, ſaith the apoſtle. What is he 


employed in for us? He maketh interceſ- 
ſion. Alaſs ſays the aflited ſoul, what 
reaſon have I to hope that Cur1sT inter- 
ceeds for ſo vile a wretch as I am? Art 
thou willing CarisT ſhould fave thee, and 
ſave thee in his own way, and deſirous that 
he would think upon thee ? It is not be- 
- cauſe thou art a ſinner that JEsus will re- 
Jett thee and forget thee before the throne, 
for he came into the world to ſeek and to 
ſave the loſt, and he maketh interceſſion for 

Mit ; tranſereſſors : 


* 
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tranſgreſſors: and becauſe thou mourneſt on 
account of thy ſin, and thy heart is broken 
becauſe of thy tranſgreſſions, therefore I E- 
sus bears thy name on his heart, and claims 
thee as the price of his blood. Will his 
prayers be heard? Tes faith the Lorp 
Ixsus while he was yet upon earth, Father, 
I thank thee that thou haſt heard me, and 1 
know that. thou beareſt me always. The 
blood of the Loan JESUS ChRISsT, hath as 
it were a voice, that pleads for ſinners; and 
as the blood of Abel, is ſaid to cry for ven- 
geance from the earth; ſo the blood of 
CuR1sT is ſaid to ſpeak better -things, and 
call aloud for mercy. It was promiſed to 
the Redeemer in the redemption covenant 
that he Hould ſee of the travel of his Soul, 
and be ſatisfied; and now having paid the 
ſtipulated conſideration, he claims the ſouls 
he has redeemed. -: Nor doth-Jesvs in his 
interceſſion ſo much ſolicit a favour, as 
demand a debt; Father, I will that thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me be with me where 
Jam. With reipect to CHRIST, and his 
perfect work in the redemꝑtion of ſinners, ' 1M 
their ſalvation is not of - mercy, but of = 
juſtice; but with reſpect to thoſe ſinners as "4 
conſidered in themſelves, they are ſaved "11 


by grace, and are begotten again to the lively [| 
| bope of that ſalvation, of the abundant mercy \ E 
of Gop. = | | | [ 4 
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8. I might add to corroborate this glori- 
ous conſideration that —_ is laid up, and 
r the free and 


a way opened in CHRIST 
full exerciſe thereof to the ſalvation of the 
worſt of ſinners, the exaltation and 


ity 
of Jzsvs as ſeated on the right Hand of the 
Mdi,jjeſty on high. The ſcriptures frequently 

ſpeak of the exaltation of J xsus, as a proof 


of the perfection of his work, and of the 
good pleaſure of the Father in him, on 


233 account, and for the Merit's Sake of 


whom, he is perfectly reconciled to them 
that ſeek him in his Son. And for the ſup- 
port of feeble- minded ſinners, it is faid, we 
— ſuch an high Prieſt, who is ſet on the 
right Hand of the throne' of the Majeſty on 
bigb. Again, this Man, after he had offered 
one + focrifice for fins; for ever ſat down on the 
bt Hand of God. And again, ſpeaking 
of] Ixsus, he ſaith, ye A * 
bim, der the cro ug 
e and is ſet down on — . 
of the throue 


in the character of Mediator, fer forth the 
glory that is conferred 


plenary he is inveſted with, to ſave 
all that believe on him. To ſit on the right 
Hand, denotes honour, and favour; and 
that finners may reſt confident in the high 
honours that are conferred upon aps; 
an 


of GOD. Now theſe and the 
like declarations of the exaltation of Jesus 


upon him, in con- 
ſequence of his great humiliation, and the 
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and the favaur he has obtained with Gov, 
theſe things are recorded. 


9. From the due conſideration of theſe 
| ſeveral particulars, what poor afflicted ſoul. 
can doubt of the ability of CHRisr to com- 
fort and heal his wounded conſcience ? If 
power can prevail to deliver the lawful cap- 
| tive, and bring up the priſoner from the 
pit, lo, all power in heaven, and in earth is. 
given to. Ixsus. If wiſdom can be uſeful to 


direct in healing the complicated diſorders 


of the ſoul, lo CHRIST is wiſdom itſelf, ſet 


up from everlaſting for this-very purpoſc. 
It love has in it any force, or influence to 


move him to undertake the cure of a con- 
ſeience wounded and grieved under a ſenſe, 
of ſin; behold Ixsus has a heart flaming. 

with philanthropy, capable of bein moſt 


ſenſibly touched with a proſpect of human 
woe, = firm and conſtant to ſuſtain him 


in the moſt arduous undertaking, and carry 


him thro? the greateſt difficulties to bring 


relief and ſuccour to the objects of his af- 
fection. Doth juſtice oppole the ſalvation 
of a. guilty ſinner ? Jxsus anſwers every 


objection, by the plea of his meritorious 
blood, and righteouſneſs, and claims deli- 
verance for the priſoner, condemned to go 
down to the pit, and acceſs into a ſtate of 
grace and favour. Doth mercy open her 
yielding arms, and ſooth with ſoft and bal- 
my —— the conſcience v ounded by the 

ES: env<nomed 


* 2 — — * 0 "I 
by 5 
o * — 
MY 3 _ * a — 
2225 ⏑ ⁴Ʒf . ]—˙ͤ˙ Oo ft eres Pn nyt + A 
P - 1 
TY 2 * 
' — : 
* 
> * — — 
—_ . = * 2 2 


102 The BaiM of GRAD for 
envenomed darts of fin ? Juſtice prevented 
the free exerciſe of this moſt amiable attri- 
bure ; until ſhe had drenched her rueful 
{word in the heart's blood of the Son of 
Gop ; in order to which, he gave himſelf 
up into her hands, that ſhe might empty 
all her phials of vengeance on his head. 
What more can be ſaid O ſinner, to pre- 
- vail with thee to ſeek the whole of thy ſal- 
vation in CarrsT F? Or what more can be 
done, even by CnRIsT himſelf ro render 
that ſalvation certain to alt that ſeek it in 
him ? And will any yet ſay, my wound is 
incurable ? My TIER are greater than 
can be pardoned. Will you ſtill perſiſt in 
ſuppoſing you can prepare a medicine that 
Hall heal your wounded ſoul ? Why will 
ye ſpend your ſtrength for nought, and 
your labour for that which ſatisfieth- not? 
Why will you hug your chains, and ram- 
IS with your immortal ſouls, infected with 
11 2 deadly diſeaſe? Surely nothing can ac- 
1 | count for the conduct of afflicted and diſ- 


* 


treſſed ſinners, but the ſtrengrh of their diſ- 

dF: ceaſe, and a delirium occaſioned by the an- 
AY uiſh of their wounds. But as health and 
mk alvation are prepared for diſtreſſed ſouls, 
183 I will not yer deſpair of an application 
ns thereof; but of this in the following ſec- 
tion. | i 1 


= 


—— 2 reren 
I s there 10 BALM in GIEE AD? ? 
SECTION v. 


4s ſorrow, arvſe from the ruin of 
tis country, ard the deſtruction and over- 
_ throw of his kindred and country-men, I 
can eafily believe; but am perſuaded at the 
ſame time, that the diſnonour of Gop, the 
proſtitution of ſacred things, and the future 
ſtate of the fouls of his people lay neareſt to 
his heart; and moſt deeply wounded his 
| pious, and compaſſionate breaſt, Whar. 
ever encomiums geen re on men 
of a patriotic ſpirit, els: have 
been — wget honour of him, who 
died in his country's cauſe; he merits more, 
whoſe chief care and concern is the ſalva- 
tion of men in future, ant who is ready to 
defend and promote the cauſe of Gop, at 
the expenſe of his blood; If a deſire to pre- 
ſerve, and perpetuate peace among men, or 
to defend our natural rights, liberties, and 
properties from ſome foreign and invaſive: 
power, is laudable, (as it certainly is) how 


much more ſo is a deſire to procure and per- 


petuate peace between Gop and man, and 


to ſave them from the power and malice of 


the 


Mar muck of the prophet Jereni- 


1 4 
13 


104 The BALM: of GILEAD for 


the devil. Miniſters of the - goſpel there- 


/ 


fore, (I mean ſuch as deſerve that name) 


as they are employed in one of the moſt ho- 


nourable, and important functions in life, 


ſhould be indifferent about the things of 


this world, fit looſe in their affections to all 
created good ; no higher honour 1s attain- 


able, than what is already conferred upon 


them, nor happineſs more pure and perfect 


to be poſſeſſed on this ſide heaven, than 
what they enjoy in a due diſcharge of the 
duty they are called unto. . To be able to 


adminiſter relief to human nature in diſ- 
treſs, yet like the Prieſt, and the Levite, 
in the parable, only to look on, and paſs 
by on the other ſide, beſpeaks us ſcarcely 
human. He that watereth, ſaith the ſcrip- 
ture, ſball be watered again; and if 1 am 
not miſtaken, ſome of the happieſt moments 
a gracious ſoul experiences, is when he can 


be the happy inſtrument, of relieving others, 
by rolling the burden from off them, or 


applying ſome cordial to comfort them. 
He deſerves well of me, who enricheth me 
with gifts; but as the body is more than 
meat, he deſerves better, whoſe care and 


kindneſs (like that of the good Samaritan). 


is employed in the preſervation, and well- 
being of that; but moſt of all he that is 
concerned to preſerve thy foul, and enrich 
it with the graces of the eternal Spirit. De- 


firous therefore of being moſt eminently 


uſeful, 


r,, gong , eee 


— 
1 
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uſeful, even to the ſoul, I proceed in order 
to relieve the afflicted in ſpirit, to ſet forth 
the virtue and efficacy of the balm, prepar- 
ed by Jesus the great Phyſician, already 
ſpoken of, and by virtue of which, he per- 


. 


orms all his cures upon the ſouls of diſeaſed 


ſinners. 22 23 | 
2. The prophet having already ſeen how 
great calamities had befallen his people, the 
diſtreſs of the jewiſh nation in general, and 


the ruin the city Jeruſalem in particular was 
expoſed unto, breaks out into this ſoliei · 


tous enquiry, 1s thtre no Balm in Gilead ? 
1s there no p 


the health of the daughter of my people reco- 
vered ? The former part of this interroga- 
tion, carries in it the force of an affirmative 
anſwer, yes, there is 4 Phyſician, and a 
healing Balſam alſo.” And this ſeems 


to encreaſe the propher's ſolicitude, why his 


people ate not healed, why his country is 


it's enemies, and why the ordinances of Gon 
are neglected, and the glory of Gop given 
to idols. Indeed if the means of the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls were not provided, and every 
thing prepared that was neceſſary thereto, 
one might wonder leſs, that while ſome are 


living in a total neglect of future things, 


others are indulging their ſorrows en ac- 
count of their fins, or ſecking to compound 

a balm by their own ſkill, that may heal 
. | their 


byfician there ? Why then is not 


not ſaved from the ravage and phunder of 


o 
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their wounded conſciences, as it were in 


contempt of the precious blood of the Son 
of Gon. But it is all to no purpoſe, for 


heaven, nor earth, Gov: nor man ever yet 


prepared any balſam that could heal the ſin- 
wounded conſcience but the precious blood 


of JIxsus. And this has in all ages and 
places been found ſo effectual, that it never 


failed to effect a cure, where and when it 
has been applied. It is a true Catholicon, . 
for every ſoul-diſeaſe;, and conſciences moſt 


bruifed and mangled. with the - blackeſt 
erimes, have been made perfectly ſound by 
the application of this balm.- But more 


particularly, I would obſerve the following 


things concerning it: 
1. It is like to the precious and ſweet per- 


fume, which the Logy commanded Moſes 


to prepare, the uſe of which was, to burn 
upon the golden altar, to make a ſweet 
imelling ſavour, at the time when the morn. 
ing, and evening ſacrifices were offered. So 
the blood of CHRIST, when he offered his 
body a ſacrifice on the croſs, was the incenſe 
that perfumed, and rendered it a ſweet ſmel- 
ling favour before Gop, A for the perfume 
which thou ſhalt make, ye ſhall not make 10 
your ſelves according to the compoſition thereof, 
ſaid the Loxp. Now it is utterly impoſſi- 
ble for any human art to prepare a balſam, 
like unto that we ſpeak of ; yet it is the 


: unhappineſs of too many to attempt it, or 


at 
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at leaſt to prepare ſomething that may. be 


equal to it in it's ſalutary effects. Much 
ſorrow of heart, many fears, long abſti- 
nence, fervent prayers, uſe of ordinances, 
the ſacrament of the Lozy's Supper, with 
alms-deeds, 8c. have been thought by ma- 
ny to anſwer all the ends of this balm, in 
healing a broken heart, and binding up the 
wounds of a bruiſed conſcience, but have 
proved ineffectual, as hath been ſhewn in 
the foregoing ſections. And whoſoever 
preſumes to compound any balm equal, to 
this in it's healing virtue, as much thwarts 
the deſign of heaven, and acts contrary to 
the great intention, and command of Jebo- 
vab as he that ſhould preſume to make a 
confection, like unto that which was on 
to be prepared for the uſe of the tabernacle. 
Tbe Iſraelite who ſhould preſume to do this 
was threatened with abſciſſion from the con- 
gregation of his people, and whoſoever ſhall 
attempt to do that, expoſes himſelf to an 
eternal excluſion from the preſence of Gop, 
and the glory of the ſaints. 


2. This Balm, as has been hinted " 


general, is a never- failing remedy, for a 
wounded conſcience, an afflicted ſoul, a 
broken, and contrite heart, and for every 
other the moſt malignant diſeaſe the infec- 
tion of ſin can faſten upon the ſpirit of a 
ſinner. Perſons whole ulcerous ſouls had 
rendered them moſt loathſome, and abo- 
minable, 


by applying this bal 
have been reſtored to perl ſoundneſs. 
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minable, having heard of Ixsus this great 


Phyfician, and made 2 1. plication to him, 
preeious blood, 


And others, who after healing, ! have renew- 
ed their former ſickneſs, and torn'open the 


onceChealed wounds, have yet found this 
balm effectual to perfect a cute. A fen 


inſtances may ſerve to evince the truth of 
whar 1 aſſert. 2 a mam no leſs emi- 
nent in piety, than neel dignity, and 
who had rk BeoaÞ names . of -ths-Giſtui 
etude of his heart, whoſe reins had run in- 
ceſſantly in the night ſeaſon; and his ſoul by 
the ſtrength of his diſeaſe, had been reduced 


to the gates of hell; having made applica- 


tion to this great Phyſician, was perfectly 
recovered by virtue of his balmy blood. 
Let his o teſtimony be ptodueed ; The 


ſorrows of death compaſſad me, tht pains of 


Bell gat bold upon me, I found trouble and 


ferrow. Then T called upon tht nume of tht 
 Loxv, 'O'Lorp, I beſeeeh thee deliver my 
ſoul, Here is his: 


ieation, heut the ſuc- 
ceſs he met wirh, 08D n Gov, | Teried 
unte thee, and tail haſt healed me. But you 


Will ſay, was David healed by this Balm, 


the Blood of Currsr ? Yes, nb ober Name 
was ever given for the falvation of ſinners, 
nor atry other Fay ever opened to glory, 


but that which is confecrated by bis Blood. 


een inmſclf ſays, 1 ene ved, und therefore 
bave 


E. S FN 


ESTA. 


have I ſpoken. And St. Paul ſays, it was 


have fought againſt Gop with = ma- 
| On 
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the ſame Spirit of Faith that the new teſta- 
ment ſaints were animated by; but Faith 
always reſpects the blood of CHRISTH, and 
is the hand that applies the ſovereign balm. 


This great prince having obtained help and 


healing from the:Lorp, grew formidable to 
the enemies of his throne and kingdom, and 
amiable in the eyes of his ſubjects as a puiſ- 
fant, and in the eyes of his Gon- fearing ſer- 
vants as a pious prince. But lo, in an un- 
guarded hour, David was viewing the city, 
when he ought to have been looking into 
his own heart, and feeding the vanity of 
his mind, by ſurveying the magnificence of 
Feruſalem, when it behoved him to have 
been humbling himſelf by ſurveying the 
ruin that fin had brought upon his ſoul. 
Fhe conſequence of which was, his eye be- 
came an inlet to his ſecure mind, and a wan- 
ton glance, fixed a dagger in his heart. 
Here again infected with the plague of fin, 
an awful delirium ſucceeds, ſo that he ſeems 
as inſenſible of his relapſe, as unconcerned 


about a remedy. But when the Loxo by the 


mouth of his prophet brought conviction to 


his heart, he ſpeedily had recourſe to the 


medicine he before had found effectual, and 


ſoon perceived to his unſpeakable joy and 
comfort, that it's virtue was the ſame. 


2. Who of all the ſons of Adam ſeems to 


lice,. 
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lice, or to have drank in iniquity with 


greater guſt than that idolatrous prince Ma- 
naſſeb ? The ſeeds of corruption ſown in his 
nature, ſhot forth with ſuch prodigious 
growth in his infant days, as it were, that 
his enormous crimes reached up to heaven. 
As if it were a ſmall thing to Build again the 

high places which good Hezekiab his father 
had thrown down, and demoliſhed; be made 
groves, and worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, 
And as if this was yet too little, he cauſed his 
children to-paſs through the re, in the val. 
ley of the. ſon of — z and forſaking all 
converſe and fellowſhip: with the true Gov, 


be 60 -evitchcraft; and dealt with devils. 


And to conſummate his impiety, and vent 
his utmoſt ſpight againſt — he made an 


udol, a carved image, and ſet it up in the 


houſe of Gop z of which ſays the ſcripture, 
 Gop bad ſaid to David, 1 to Solomon his 
ſon, in this houſe, which I bave choſen, 1 
will put my Name for ever. Now who 
would not be ready to conclude that a ſin- 
ner like this, could never be reclaimed ? 
That crimes ſo aggravated, and multiplied, 

could never be pardoned, and that a wretch 
ſo maliciouſly-1et againſt Gop, could never 
be reconciled unto him? If Manaſſeb's ac- 
cumulated guilt can be pardoned, it muſt 


needs be an aggravation of Cain's, to con 


clude his could not. If Manaſſeb can find 
mercy, what are thy crimes O ſinner, hou 
* thou 
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thou ſhouldſt deſpair? If the baliniy-blood 


of Irsus can heals a ſoul ſo wounded, man- 


and diſeaſed, as that of a Manaſſeb, 


what cauſe is there to doubt of a cure firs, _ 
although you are nothin ng but wounds and 
Q 


bruiſes, and putrifying fares ? Vet this re- 
bel againſt God, was by virtue of this balm, 
reduced to obedience, raiſed from the depths 
of idolatry, brought acquainted with that 
Gov, whom before he knew not, and being 
healed in heart and conſcience he ought to 
promote the honour of-Jenovan. 

3. I may add as another -inftatice. of the 
amirableivitiue m this balm, the caſe of 
Encrbeng, à man that had two grand 1 
diments: in his way to ſalvation, his fe 
ed in that office; and — 


he was a publican; and chief 


le was rich. Curioſity excited in him a de- 
ire of ſceing Ixus, but at that time he had 


no deſire of becoming acquamted with him; 
the Phyſician came to heal him unſent for, 
even w he Was inſenſible of his fickneſs , 
and a balm was prepared unſoughr, 


and when he had not yet Felt the ſmarting of 
his wounds. Was ever an inſtance of grace 
and mercy more frer? Or did a ſinner ever 
meet ſalvation in a way ſo little expected? 


What conviction of ſin this publican had 


experienced before the Coming of Jzsus to 
his houſe, is not eaſy to ſay ; but it ſeems 
on n the kind and * viſit the Logp 

| favoured 
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favoured him with, he felt the powerful in- 


fluences of his grace upon his heart; for 
Behold Lox, the half of my goods, ſaid he, 
J give to the poor, and if I have taken a 

thing from any man by falſe 8 Jre- 
ſtore him four fold. hn ſuppoſe, in 
theſe: words does not ſo much declare what 
he actually did, as what he was now ready 
to do, being convicted in his own heart, of 
having done wrong in the execution of his 
office. For the roman law required that 
when any publican was convicted of extor- 
tion, he fhould be obliged to render four 
times the value of what he had extorted. 
No although Zacebeus does not to 
have been openly accuſed of ſuch crime, 
yet his own conſcience not only accuſed, 
but convicted him alſo of wrong, And it 
is probable he received the firſt painful, and 
abiding conviction of his fin, hen the Loxn 
_ Jesvs favoured him with this vifit:;- and 
herein is a glorious diſplay of the grace of 
Gon both with reſpect unto it's efficacy, and 
freedom, the patient is made ſenſible of his 
ſickneſs, and the Phyſician pronounces him 
whole, bis day is ſulvation come to this houſe. 
Publicans, were generally diſeſteemed both 
among the Romans, and the Jews; not only 
on the account of their office, which in itſelf 
was enough to render-them odious in the 
eyes of the people; but thoſe places were 
- —— filled up with bad men, little 
better 
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better than thieves, and'pick-packets, (as 


one obſerves) inſomuch that Theacritus once 
being aſked which was the moſt cruel a- 
mongſt wild beaſts, anſwered, the lion, 
«and the bear in the foreſt, the paraſite, 


“ and the publican in the city.” And it 
is certain from our Lorp's | remarks con- 


cerning them, and his frequently ſpeaking of 
them as upon a level with harlots, that they 
were generally bad men. Yet here we have 
one chief among theſe, and rich alſo, to 
whom ſalyation is nearly impoſſible, ſaved 


from theſe complicated evils and im 


ments by the virtue and efficacy of the 
balmy blood of IEsus. What ſinner then 


is ſo loſt, as that Ixsus cannot ſave him, 


or what conſcience is ſo wounded as that 
this Balm of Gilead cannot heal it? Altho' 


"rivers of precious oils might flow in vain, 


and hecatombs of rams:might-not ſuffice to 
expiate the. guilt of fin, yet the precious 
blood of CHRIST is accepted as a price ſuf- 
ficient to redeem his people from the pit, 
and buy them back to Gon and heaven. 

- 4+ The healing, of Mary Magdalene may 


further maniteſt the efficacy of this balm. 


But concerning Mary Magdalene, I would 
obſerve, it is not very eaſy to learn from 
the ſhort hints the Evangeliſts have given 


us who ſhe was; nor have learned men been 


agreed concerning her in any age of the 
church, Some think that ſhe was the Unc- 
| 1 trix 
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trix ſpoken of Lu vii. whom Simon the 


Phariſee was offended at for touching, and 
coming near to ChRisr, becauſe ſhe was a 
inner; probably, a woman whoſe conduct 
had been notoriouſly impudent and ſcan- 
dalous; a common proſtitute as ſome ſup- 
e And if Magdalene ſignifies a plaiter of 

air, as Dr. Lightfoot will, it is a ſtrength- 
_ ening circumſtance of this opinion, and at 
the ſame time a further argument of her 
former wickedneſs, as having ſo excelled in 
her arts of whoredom and proſtitution, as to 
be diſtinguiſnd from her fellow ſtrumpets. 
Beſides, it is particularly ſaid of Mary Mag- 
. dalene that Cha ISH had caſt out ſeven devils 
from her, which ſome think hath reſpect 


unto the various vices to which ſhe had 


been addicted. Others think that Mary the 
faſter of Martha and Lazarus, and who fat 
at Jesvs* feet, as ſo called, and who ap- 
pears to have been a woman of a ſorrowful 
ſpirit, and a dear lover of Issus, as appears 
trom the account the Evangeliſts have gi- 
ven of her, and to whom the Lonp firſt 


fhewed himſelf after his reſurrection. Ei- 


ther of theſe opinions vill ſuit my preſent 
purpoſe, which is to recommend CHRIST as 
a Phyſician, and his Blood as a moſt excel- 
lent Balm. If we embrace the former, that 


Mary Magdalene was the ſinner that came 


to our LoRD in the houſe of Simon, then we 
ſee a moſt extraordinary diſplay of the me- 
. dical 
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dical art of Car1sT, in healing the demeniac * 


by the word of his power, and the ſinner 
by the application of his blood; the body 
by his word, and the ſoul by his ſpirit. 
It we embrace the latter of the above-men- 
- tioned opinions, we ſee the ſame diſplay of 
fovercign power and grace exerciſing itſelf 
towards two different objects; healing the 
body of one afflicted with a moſt horrible 
affliction; and the ſoul of the other from the 
deadly diſeaſe of fin. Now Jzsus CHRIST 
this great Phyſician, is the ſame to day as 
yeſterday, nor is his balm exhauſted, or the 
ſoul-healing virtue of his blood in any wiſe 
impaired. Art thou a Magdalene? Pol- 


ſeſſed by ſeven devils? Jesvs is able to ex- 


I the diabolical band. Art thou a ſinner 
_ hurried away with divers luſts, and accuſ- 
tomed to abominable practices ? The balm 
of Jesus* blood can heal thy ulcerous ſoul, 
| atone. for thy moſt aggravated guilt, and 
; fave thee from the reigning power of thy 
moſt domineering fins. For be can ſave 
to theuttermoſt, and his blood cleanſeth from 
all in. + 2 3 
5. Saul, infected with a malignant and 
putrid fever of the ſoul, enflamed with rage, 
and breathing out flaughter againſt the diſciples 
of the Lord Jesvs, and aiming at nothin 
leſs than an entire extirpation of the Name 
of CHRIS TH; yet when his diſorder was moſt 
violent, and the fever of his foul ran higheſt, 


by 
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by the application. of this balm, he was re- 
ſtored" to perfect ſoundneſs, The: Jaylor 
accuſtomed to acts of cruelty, and- — 
rity, called thereto in the execution of his 
office, had the iron extracted from his ſoul 
by virtue of this balm; and he who a little 
before had thruſt the ſervants of Jesvs into 
the inner priſon, and faſtened their feet in 
the ſtocks, felt the power of this balm fo 
effectual, that now he hows an humble ſup- 
plicant before them, and agonizing with 
the ſmart of his bleeding conſcience intreats 
them to preſcribe for him a cure. But why 
ſhould I go on to multiply inſtances, or ad- 
duce more proots of the efficacy, and heal- 
ing virtue of this balmy blood of Ixsus, 
ſince all the ſaints in glory ſing of it, and 
celebrate throughout all the realms of light 
it's matchleſs excellency, as being the — 
reſtorative by which they were recovered 
from the deadly diſeaſe of ſin, and reſtored 
to that — which rendered them 
meet for heaven. All the ſaints upon earth 
rejoice in it's healing efficacy, and long for 
repeated applications of 1 it to their recover- 
ing fouls. þ 

3. This balm has two ſaccial properties 
in it's operating upon the conſcience of 
wounded ſinners, 1. To heal the moſt dead- 
ly wound, 2. To purge, cleanſe, and carry 
off the moſt malignant humours from the 


foul. It's admirable power in the former 
has 


WounDED CoNSCIENCES. 117 


has been ſufficiently ſet forth in the in- 
ſtances juſt given ; and of the latter we have 
the undoubted teſtimony of inſpiration it- 
ſelf. the blood of bulls, and of goats, and 
the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the unclean, 
fanctiſieth to the purifying of the fleſh, how 
much more ſhall the Blood of ChRrr, who 
thre the eternal Spirit offered himſelf with- 
ont ſpot to Go, purge your conſcience from 
dead works, 40 ſerve the living Gov. And, 
the Blood of Jz$vs CHRIST his Son cleanſeth 
u from all fin, This purgation of the con- 
ſcience by the balmy blood of CHRIST, is 

effected, 1. By the diſcovery it makes to 
the ſinner, of the odiouſneſs of fin, with 

| reſpect to the Holineſs of Gon, and it's ob- 
noxiouſneſs to his Juſtice. Could the diſ- 
eaſe of the ſoul occaſioned by ſin, be healed 
with no other medicine than the precious 
blood of Gop's dear Son? Had fin expoſed 

© grande che indignation of his Ma- 

ker ? And could there be no reconcilement 
but by blood divine? The conſideration 
of theſe things produces an abhorrence, 
and deteſtation in the heart of one that has 
felt ſomewhat of the ſaving power of this 
blood; ſo that when ſolicited to ſin, he 

cannot but ſhrink and ſtart from it, as 

Moſes fled from the face of the ſerpent in 

mount Horeb. 2. The remedy ſingular, 

coſtly, and expenſive which alone can heal, 

further manifeſts the evil of the diſeaſe of 
a ſin. 
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ſin. Therefore ſays one whoſe heart has 
been ſprinkled with this invaluable blood, 
How thall I by giving way to fin, tear open 
again thoſe wounds which have been healed 
by ſo coſtly a medicine? And in doing this 
break open afreſh thoſe bleſſed wounds of 
the Son of Gop, to bleed again that balm, 
by which alone my ſoul can be healed ? No, 
I remember the gall, and the wormwood, 
my heart is humbled within me, and I hate 
thoſe curſed things that once brought ruin 
to my ſoul, and put my Lox to ne 

4. It is by virtue of this wonderful Blood, 
that a way has been opened in the. wiſdom 
of Jtznovan; for the exerciſe: of merey to 
eee ſinners. Juſtice, upon 

 farſt entrance of fin into the world, muſt 
have doomed the whole race of ſinners, to 
eternal miſery, as the demerit of their fin ; 
but mercy moved to pity, wiſdom infinite 
ded à plan, and love heavenly, 
matchleſs, and immenſe engaged for the ex- 
ecution of it. But what were the terms on 
which the guilty could be abſolved, rebels 
reſtored to favour, and hell. deſerving ſin- 
ners, become heirs of heavenly glory? No- 
thing that would infringe upon the attribute 
of juſtice, nothing that might ſet at odds 
the infinite perfections of Jebovab, or give 
countenance to an incorrigible offender, can 
be admitted were it to fave a thouſand ſink- 
ing worlds. If mercy therefore” muſt be 
SEA exerciſed 
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exerciſed towards the guilty, it muſt be with 
the full approbation of juſtice; and in or- 
der to this the glory of angels muſt deſcend 
into a human body, and die the death the 
objects of his Love were liable to. Ye were 
not ſaith Peter, redeemed with corruptible 
things, as gold and filver, but with the pre- 
cious Blood of CarisT, as of a lamb without 
blemiſh, and without ſpot. Nor could any 
work of men or angels, the moſt ſpotleſs 
and unblemiſhed victims imbuing the altar 
with their harmleſs blood, or the moſt coſtly 
ſacrifices, atone for. ſin, or redeem the ſin- 
ner from the wrath and curſe due to his of- 
fences. But this Man batb by one offering 
made of himſelf, expiated ſin, and perfeed 
for ever them that are ſanfFified. Unbyaiſed 
juſtice now acquits the guilty ſinner, and 
the juſt One, juſtifies the believer in Jesvs : 
while mercy triumphing in the free exerciſe 
of her kindneſs to the captive bound in iron, 
ſays, looſe bim and let bim go. No longer. 
now the wakeful cherubim brandiſnes the 
flaming ſword, and threatens death to all 
who dare approach the tree of life; the 
Blood, the precious Blood of Immanuel, 
hath removed thoſe dire portents of wrath, 
and opened a new and living way of acceſs. 
to the delicious fruit on, that fair tree. No 
longer is the Father, tho' ſo often provoked 
by his diſobedient creatures, to be conſi- 
dered as inexorable, and wrathful, deter- 
mining 
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mining to take vengeance on the offenders; 
but as well pleaſed in his Son, and through 
him reconciled to his ſervants, and waiting 


to be gracious, purpoſing to do them good, 


For Fis thro' the merit of his death, 
The Father ſmiles again. | 


By Jzsvs, the kingdom of heaven is opened 
for all believers, and a healing balſam is 
prepared for wounded conſciences. 

Poor finner, is thy tortured mind like 


a troubled fea ? Do the ſurging billows 
of diſtreſs threaten to ſwallow thee up, and 


doth the yawning whirlpool terrify thy af- 


frighred ſoul ? The blood of Jzsvs is not 


leſs efficacious than his word to ſilence the 


ſeas, and make a calm. Perhaps thy ſore 


runs and ceaſes not, the wounds that ſin has 
made in thy conſcience give thee perpetual 
pain May. be thou art ſaying my wound is 
incurable, and like the woman with the iſſue 
of blood, having/uſed many means in vain, 
thou art ready to. ſink in deſpondency. But 
ſtop, didſt thou ever hear of Jesus of Na- 
zareth? A Man mighty in words and deeds? 
Didſt thou ever hear of the many extraor- 
dinary cures he wrought when alive upon 
earth, and that by death he prepared a moſt 
ſovereign and never-failing Balſam for the 
healing of wounded ſouls ? O yes ſayeſt 
thou, I have heard of all this, but what 
: | does 


f 
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does that avail ? I am ſtill diſtreſſed under 
a ſight and ſenſe of my ſin, | and my conſci- 
once is never at reſt becauſe of my manifold 


tranſgreſſions. -- But haſt thou heard that 


JzsUs came not to call the righteous but fin- 


ners to repentance ? To ſeek and to ſave the - 


loſt, and that he caſts out none that come 
unto him? There is ſuch a ſalvific power 


in CHRIST, that virtue proceeds from him, 


to heal all that touch him with the hand of 
faith, and ſuch is the virtue of his blood, 
that one drop is ſufficient to till the cla- 
mours, and ſilence all the accuſations of 
the moſt afflicted conſcience. The blood of 
righteous Abel, cried for vengeance, againſt 
the miſcreant that ſpilt it; but the blood 
of Jxsus CHRIST, the righteous, has no voice 
but mercy, mercy. He prayed for his mur- 
derers when he hung upo:: the croſs, and 
emptied his veins to bleed that balm which 
alone could bring health and ſafety to their 
wretched ſouls. And now in heaven he 


lives to interceed faith the apoſtle, as tho”. 


he would ſay, the one only reaſon why Jzsvs 


lives to ſuſtain the office of an high-prieſt 


is, that he may pray for the pardon, reſto- 


ration, and healing of poor guilty, outcaſt, 


and wounded ſinners. 3 

5. There is ſuch a ſpecial and all healing 
virtue in the balmy blood of Caxisr, that 
it's efficacy was known and experienced 
long before it was ſpilt on mount Calvary. 


L 1 
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It is ſaid that the people in Feru/alen 
brought forth their ſick into the ftreets, 
that at leaſt the ſhadow of Peter paſſing by, 


might overſhadow ſome of them; now the 


ſame Lord who wrought fo powerfully by 
Peter, and the other apoſtles, cauſed that 
even the ſhadow. of the precious blood of 


CRI, ſhould become effeftualto heal all 


that ſought ſalvation by it from the begin- 
ning of the world. Mel, tho called righ- 
teous, in oppoſition to his wicked brother, 
had a diſeaſed ſoul, which no earth- born 
herb, nor human art, or compoſition could 
heal, was yet reſtored to — ſoundneſs, 
hy a diſtant proſpect of this blood. The 
mado of this blood was exhibited to the 
people of ae! in all their appointed offer- 
ings and ſacrifices. The lambs whoſe blood 

imbued the altar, every evening, and every 
morning, were types and figures of the 
Lamb of Gon, and ſhadowed forth the 
power and efficacy of his blood. And all 
who were made ſenſible: of fin, and- their 
ſickneſs thereby, and ſought ſalvation in 
the Mzss1an, the woman's promiſed ſeed, 
found what they ſought, and experienced 
a cure. Nor is the virtue and efficacy of 
the Redeemer's blood in any wiſe decayed, 
diminiſhed, or grown old, for he, the bleſ- 
led Jesvs, is the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and 
for ever. The very ſhadow of this blood 
beheld with a believing eye, and contem- 
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plared with a faithful heart, in the ſacred 
1ymbols of the holy ſupper, has a power 
to chear and exhilerate a drooping heart 
far beyond what aught on earth can boaſt. 
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do ſhew the Loxv's death, till be 
come, ſaith the apoſtle, And what are the 
advantages of this > Why muſt the death 
of Cukisr be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance, and the tragical ſcene be exhibited 

before the eyes of his church and people, i 
at every ſeaſonable' opportunity? Ir is to 1 
keep. believers under an humbling ſenſe of 
what they were, and of the dying love of 
Jesvs to make them what they are—Of the. 

_ Juſtice of God, in puniſhing their offences 
in the perſon of his Son, and of the righ- 
teouſneſs of Gop in pardoning, delivering, 

and accepting all that believe in Jzsus, for 
his merit's ſake—It gives them the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance of being with ChRIST hereafter, 
ſeeing they are made one with him here by 
communion, and fellowſhip in this ordi- 
nance—And hereby a foundation is laid for 
the hope, and encouragement of the worſt 
of ſinners to ſeek unto him, inaſmuch as 
from the intenſeneſs of his love, he died 
for the ſalvation of ſuch, and ſhed his pre 
cious blood to make an atonement for their 
ſins. - 
6. This precious and incomparable balm 
of which we ſpeak, has turned away the 
L 2 wrath 
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wrath of 'Gop, calmed the frowning face of 
Jebovab, and rendered heaven propitious 


to the ſons of Adam. 


Rich were the drops of ]zsvs' blood 

: That calm'd his frowning face, 
That ſprinkled ver the burning throne, 
| And turn'd the wrath to grace. —_ 


Art thou defirous to know how Gop ſtands 
affected towards poor ſinners in conſequence 
of the death of CHRIS, and what ground 
there is for thee to hope for pardon and 

healing ? Give thine ear for a few minutes, 

'and bend thine attention, to hear what the 

Lonp declares concerning ; himſelf, Exod. 
 Xxxiv. 6. Moſes having received ſome in- 
timations of Gop's ſpecial kindneſs to him, 
and the people of I/rael, piouſly, and pru- 
dently improves the favours and ſolicits an- 
other, a very extraordinary one. Where 
by the by, I would obſerve, the people of 
Gop ſhould learn how to make a right uſe 
of ſpiritual indulgences, and when the Loxo 
takes them up into the mount, they ſhould 
deſire to be favoured with ſome glimpſes 
of the ſtate of glory. I beſeech thee, ſaid 
Moſes, fſhew me thy glory. It cannot be ima- 
gined that Moſes meant by this, ſome ſpe- 
cial manifeſtation of the eſſential attributes 
of Deity, Power, Wiſdom, Majeſty, &c. 
Theſe he had ſeen diſplayed in Egypt at the 
red ſea, in the wilderneſs, and at Sinai. 


Nor 
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Nor could a man of Moſes's learning and 


knowledge both in natural, and ſpiritual 
things, be ſo vain as to think that the glo- 
ry of the perſon of Febovah, could be ſeen 
with bodily eyes. What then may we ſup- 
poſe did Moſes mean by this requeſt, ſhew 
me thy glory? Doubtleſs, Moſes longed to 
ſee that deſire of all nations, the Maſſiab. 
For it is in the perſon of CarisT that all 
the perfections of deity unite, concentre, 
harmonize, and ſhine forth with an inimi- 
table luſtre, and no where elſe but there. 


aus n Holineſs, and Might, 
Love, and Juice, . al in CnRIS r unite. 


In the face of Jzsvs we behold the glory of 


God, and in the perſon of Immanuel, all 
the goodneſs of Jebovab is made to paſs be- 
fore us. Ir ſhall come to paſs, ſaid the Loxd, 
while my glory paſſeth by, that I will put thee 
in a cleft of the rock; and I will cover thee 
with my band while I paſs by. And I will 
take. away mine hand, and thou ſhalt ſee my 
back parts, ( Abbori, q the form in which I 
will appear to work out ſalvation for ſinners, 
and in which I will bring deliverance to all 
that truſt in me. And Jenovan deſcended 
in the. cloud, and ſtood with him there, and 
proclaimed the Name of Jznovan. Now 
obſerve, the reaſon why the Loxp made 
. re of his Name, it was for 
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the manifeſtation of his glory in the perſon 
of the Redeemer, by whoſe mediatorial un- 
dertaking, a way is opened for the free and 


conſiſtent exerciſe of thoſe perfections, which 


compoſe that glorious Name. 2. For the 
_ encouragement of tempted and deſponding 


ſinners. - Hence we find Moſes making a 


proper improvement of this, Numb. xiv. 16, 
& c. Note furthermore, in the Name of 
the Lox, as it is here proclaimed, there 
is an antidote againſt all the venom of that 
old ſerpent the devil, and all the compli- 
cated and killing poiſon of fin, And once 
more, let it be remembred, that all the 
- mercy, grace, and goodneſs, that fo illuſ- 
triouſly ſhines forth in this moſt glorious, 
and adorable Name, receives it's ſplendor, 
or in other words, the power of free exer- 
ciſe towards the guilty, and undeſerving, 
by virtue of that blood, the excellency of 
which, I am attempting to ſet forth. 

7. Suppoſe now thou art one that art 
plunged into the depth of ſpiritual miſery, 
and groaneſt beneath the inſupportable load 
of a wounded ſpirit, by reaſon of which thou 
art almoſt driven to deſpair. Now caſt 
thine eye upon the firſt and faireſt flower in 


this glorious garden of divine goodneſs, and 


ſee what a depth of - mercy, ten thouſand 
times more than enough to ſwallow up all 
thy miſery. * Mercy and miſery are relatives, 
No miſery, No mercy, mueh miſery, much 

1 * mercy 3 
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mercy; are chere de pths of miſery, that 
threaten to ſwallow up the ſoul, - there are 
then depths of mercy to ſwallow up all thar 
miſery. Thy ſins with all their aggravati- 
ons, thy miſery with all it's additional cir- 
cumſtances, is but finite, but the mercy of 
Gop is infinite. And therefore bring what 
ſpiritual miſery thou wilt, bring a broken 
heart, a leprous ſoul, - and a mind pierced 
through and through with a ſenſe of accu- 
mulated guilt, and aggravated ſin, and the 
bountiful hand of IEsus will weigh out for 
thee a proportionable meaſure of mercy, 
and grace. He will give unto thee good 
meaſure, preſſed down, ſhaken together, - 
and running over ; for where ſin, and mi- 
ſery becauſe of ſin, abound moſt, there the 
rich mercy and grace of Gop in CnRIST 1H 
Jzsvs, abound more. | 1 5 
2. Perhaps, a ſenſe of thy fin lies ſo hea: = 
vy upon thy ſoul, being but juſt returning [ 
from a profane and wicked li e, and having 1 
yet ſcarcely eſcaped from the mouth of hell. | 2 
having no righteouſneſs to recommend thee, = 
nor any thing of good for which thou mayſt | 
hope to find acceptance with Gop, that im 
thou art tempted to think CHRIST will not | 
look upon thee, nor regard fo undeſerving { | 


a creature, Or it may happen after thou | 
haſt made ſome progreſs in chriſtianity, that Fi 
reflecting upon thy paſt conduct, thy ſhort- | 
e unfruitfulneſs, and thy 2 im- 

perfections 
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perfections in duty, (eſpecially in a time of 


temptation) that thou mayſt be led to think 
thyſelf to be ſo extremely vile, that no pro- 


feſſor upon earth ſo ill adorns his profeſſion. 


Now in theſe; and the like caſes, how great 
a happineſs it is that the glorious Febovab, 


hath proclaimed himſelf o be gracious — 
which imports: nothing leſs than this, to 
pour abundance of extraordinary bounty upon 


a moſt undeſerving creature; to place warm 


affection and deſire of 2 good to thoſe, 
who are utterly deſtitute of all merit, and 


deſert. Let not a ſenſe of thine unworthi- 
neſs then keep thee back from Gop, or be 
conceived of as any impediment in thy way 


to Cnrisr, for Fehovah will for his own 
ſake, without reſpect unto thy merit, count 


© thee worthy of the' riches of his grace, and 
crown thee with all that confluence of ſpi- 


ritual good things, which Jzsvs:has opened 


a way for the free exerciſe of, and which the 


Loxp never fails to confer on them that 
come unto him by CHRIST his well- beloved 
for; > tt. 0 RN 


8 Perhaps ſome poor ſinner i gwanin 
faint 


under the weight of his guilt, and 
by reaſon of a wounded ſpirit may ſay, I 
alaſs, have moſt wretchedly miſpent the 
flower of my age in vanity, and ſquandered 
away the choiceſt moments of -my life, in 
the ſervice of ſatan, and the ſenſual defires 
of my heart: and therefore, tho? I am now 
Lone weary 
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weary of my former courſes, and cannot re- 


flect thereon but with regret, and bitterneſs 


of ſpirit ; yet I am afraid I have wearied 
out the patience of Gop, ſo that he will now 
no longer either look after me, or on me ; 
I am grown old in ſin, and overgrown with 
corruption. Is there any ground to hope 

that Gop will ſhew any compaſſion to one 
that hath ſo fooliſhly forſaken his own mer- 
cy, neglected ſo great ſalvation, and deſ- 
piſed the riches of his goodneſs ? It is a rare 
thing it muſt be acknowledged to ſee men 
who have carried on a trade of fin all their 
lite, turning from it with abhorrence and 
ſelf-deteſtation when far advanced in years. 
Vet, if this is thy caſe, if thy heart is ſen- 
ſibly wounded becauſe of thy ſin, if hum- 
bly ana penitently thou art now imploring 
mercy through CHRISTHͤHN; the God and Fa- 
ther of merc*s who has declared himſelf 
well pleaſed in his beloved Son, will for his 


ſake grant thee thy petition, and receive 


thee into the arms of his everlaſting love. 
For Jebovab arrogates this title to himſelf, 
and has infixed it as an invaluable jewel in 
his crown, that he is long- ſuffering. So long 
time thou poor deſponding creature, it may 
be ten, twenty, thirty, or forty years or 
upward, hath Gop waited for thee that he 
might be gracious unto thee, and will he 
now reject thy humble ſuit, and caſt thee 
out as unworthy ? No, having by his gra- 

cious 
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cious Spirit wounded thy conſcience, he 
will heal it, and having made thee willing to 
ſeek unto him, in the day of his great power, 
he will meet thee in thy return, with infi- 
nitely greater affection than influenced the 
aged parent in the goſpel to meet with tears 
his returning prodigal. Vben he was a 
great way off be ſaw bim; and had compa/- 
ion on him, and ran, and fell on bis neck, 
and kiſſed bim. Doubt not then poor ſoul, 
that thy heavenly Father, who proclaims 
himſelf to be gracious, will be leſs kind to 
YH thee now returning with a b and con- 
„ trite heart unto him. 
| 4 Thou ſayſt may be, alaſs, 1 am ut- 
terly aſhamed before God, and quite diſ- 
couraged from approaching into his pre- | 
ſence, when I conſider, not only what a 
Gop - provoking creature I have been in 
times paſt, but my preſent practice, and 1 
the imperfection of my beſt works. I would 
ſincerely repent of my former miſconduct, 
but 1 find my repentance has little ſincerity, | 
and much imperfe&ion, ſo that I have | 
enough to do to repent to day, of the inſin - 
cerity and imperfection of the repentance l 
artempted vette erday for the want of perfec- 
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tion in my repentance the day foregoing. 
I would gladly produce ſome work worthy 
the notice of the Lox, but I have ſo long 
endeavoured it in vain, that I am ready to 
| deſpair of it, and I grow every FOE _—_ 
an 
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all I do. Now if it be fo, caſt thine eye 
upon this precious word, it ſeems to have 
been wrote with crimſon ink, even with: the 
blood of the Son of Gop ; abundant in goed- 
neſs. Goodneſs, ſimply, in the poſitive de- 
gree, has in it theſe properties; 1. To be 


eaſily intreated—2. To be intreated for 


great offences—3.. To paſs by involuntary 
infirmities—4. To accept graciouſly, weak, 
but well intended ſervices, How much 


more then goodneſs in the ſuperlative: ; for 


here is not only goodneſs, but abundant good- 
neſs, Therefore, although imperfection 
cleaves to every work of thy heart, and 
hands, and thou canſt produce nothing 


worthy of God to ___ yet his ſoul ac- : 


quieſceing in the perfect work of Jzsvs, he 
will manifeſt this his abundant goodneſs to 
ſinners who ſeek to him by Jzsvs, and for 


his ſake accept as perfect every work im- 


perfect in itſelf. _ | 
5. Deeply: ſenſible of thine: own unwor- 
thineſs, and humbled in thy heart under a 
ſenſe of thy fin, I can well ſuppoſe thou art 
often ſaying in thyſelf when a rich and pre- 
cious promiſe is preſented to thee from the 
word of God, alaſs, what preſumption is it 
for ſo vile and worthleſs a creature as I am 
to pretend to lay claim to promiſes fo incon- 
eeivably great, and ſo invaluably dear, that 
all proportion vaniſhes, and is ſwallowed 
| up 
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and more diſpleaſed both with myſelf, and 
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up in the immenſity of grace and love that 
S ſhines through the kind and unmerited en- 
| gagement. But lend thine ear to this one 
1 word, as it is applied to Jebovab himſelf 
1 i _ TRUTH. Every promiſe in the book of 
Si! God is as ſure as himſelf; he is not a Man 
1 that he ſhould lye, nor as a ſon of man, 
capable of deceiving. The promiſes of 
God do not reſpect thy merit, but the per- 
fection of CurisT's mediatorial work, and 
therefore in HIM are yea and amen. Every 
promiſe of God, tho” in itſelf more immov- 
able than the maſſy mountains, more un- 
ſnaken than earth's prodigious pillars, is 
yet ſecured by a double ſeal; the Blood of 
Jesvs CnrisT; and the oath of the eternal 
Gop. Look not to thyſelf then, but look 
unto Jesvs, and when thou approacheſt to 
the well of life, by virtue of that promiſe, 
Iwill give to him that is athirſt, the water of 
life freely, and upon a ſurvey of the ſuper- 
abounding grace diſcovered therein, beginſt 
to draw back and reckon upon thy own 
unworthineſs, and that the news brought 
unto thee is too good to be true; I ſay, 


his finiſhed work, and comfort thyſelf glo- 

riouſly in this, that the Lox D Gop is abun- 

dant in truth, and will in no wiſe recede 

from his word, or falſify his promiſe made 

in his well beloved Son, to every ſinner 

leeking life and ſalvation by him. __ 
| trut 
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then ſtir up thy faith in CHRr sT, look unto 


ene . 
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truth and faithfulneſs of IMHO VAN then be 
_ ſupport of thy confidence, the blood 

of Jzsvs thy plea at the throne» of grace, 
and the pure, perfect, and ſpotleſs righte- 
ouſneſs of Immanuel be thy recommendation 
for acceptance with-Gop, and, I ſpeak! a 


ſtrong word, Deity ſhall ſooner ceaſe to be, 


than thou ſhalt miſcarry. 
6. Some poor diſconfolate. creature per. 
haps will ſay in anſwer to all this, there is 


ſomething very encouraging indeed in the 
proclamation of this glorious Name; and 


what you have ſaid upon theſe matchleſsat- 
tributes may adminiſter comfort to ſome, 
againſt all 
the overtures of grace, and refuſed to fur- - 
Re chandar! of Sinai. But 


who have not like me held out 


render under all t 
I have been ſo long unawed by judgments 


the moſt alarming; and unallured by mer- 
cies the moſt melting, and endearing; that 
I cannot but conclude I have ſinned away 
my day of grace, and that Gop has reſerved 


no mercy for me. Nay but hold, dare not 

to draw a conſequence fo awful, from ſuch 
| ſlender premiſes. Thy day of grace is not 
ſurely paſt, for nothing but grace could 
produce that ſight and painful ſenſe of fin, 
and that brokenneſs of heart in conſequence 
thereof, thou groaneſt under. And with 


reſpect to mercy, I ſay it not, but the Lozy 


himſelf, keepin below for thouſands. It - 
c 


Loxp would * publiſh- 


peas, as if 
> ing 


/ 
| 
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multiplied and 
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ing this property of his nature, and pro- 
claiming this as a part of his ſacred Name, 
ſay to deſponding ſinners, ready to fink un- 
der the burden of their guilt, © doubt not 
g of obtaining mercy, 8 keep a re- 


© ſerve thereof in my hands ready to be dif. 


<< penſed to ſuitable objects; nor let the 
rence number be afraid of making ap- 
©, plication. to me at once, for I keep mercy 

0 for thouſands ; a finite number for an 


infinite, thouſands, millions, mercy for all 


that ſue for it through the blood of Jesvs. 


tothe end of the world. Let not thy heart 


then deſpair of mercy be thy ſins ever ſo 
aggravated, for with the 
Lon there is mercy and plenteous redemption 
m;Jesvs. I/rael ſeldom were guilty of a 
greater evil in the wilderneſs, nor ever more 
diſhonoured- Gop, than when they limited 
the Holy-one of Iſrael— Dare not to think of 
circumſcribing his tnercy, RIGA 18 ang 
they infinite 

7. But methinks thov-ſayſt, 45 Lhave 


| bern no ordinary ſinner, my corruptions 


have borne me away, and plunged me into 
the fouleſt, and deepeſt ditches of ſin and 
impiety. My tranſgreſſions are branded 
with a peculiar enormity in the ſight of the 
world, beſides thoſe ſecret abominations of 


my heart, and the moſt deteſtable pollutions 


which no eye but Gop can ſee. Had I not 
ben ane with ſins of the - deepeſt dye, 
5 an 


\# 
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and gone on thus with a high hand, I might 
have had hope, but now alaſs, I know not 
what to think. But take notice of another 
thing in this glorious Name, and which is 
ſuperadded to all the former by virtue of 
the balmy blood of CnhRIS T, pardoning ini- 
gquity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin. Now what is 
there in all the enormities thou canſt charge 
thyſelf withal that is not comprehended un- 
der one of theſe three words? Iniguity, the 
hebrew word Hhaon, ſignifieth crookedneſs, 
-perverſeneſs, oppoſed to any thing that 1s 
right, or ſtraight, and ſeems to have reſpect 
unto the perverſe, and depraved ſtate of 
man's mind by nature. Although thy heart 
therefore be ever ſo vicious and wicked, the 
-Loxy: doth as it were glory in his ability 
and propenſity to pardon: this, Tranſgreꝶ 
fon, Peſhang, ſignifies an  obſtinate . wanſ- 
greſſing of the will, and commandment: of 
the Loxp from pride and haughtineſs of 
heart; ſo Pſ. x. iv. David ſays, the, wicked 
through the pride of his beart, or countenance, 
will not ſeek Gop. Now Gop from the 
_abundance of that mercy he reſerves, can 
pardon this daring rebellion of ſinners, and 
here he graciouſly makes a public declara- 
tion of it, that ſuch notorious offenders 
may take encouragement to ſeek unto him. 
And Sin, Hattah, ſignifieth any kind of 
aberration, or deviation from ſome appoint- 
ed mark, or way, and eſpecially through 
2 ignorance 


/ 
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ignorance or infirinity, and therefore com- 
prehends all. the ſhort-comings of believers, 
with all fins of omiſſion or neglect the 
devil, or thine own conſcience can accule 
thee of; ſo that notwithſtanding, thy heart 
is corrupt, thy nature , thy ſins 
are as innumerable as the and all thy 
works are full of imperfection, and merit 
nothing but abhorrence, and deteſtation, 
this glorious Name holds forth a Solamen 
for thy ſoul, and ſets forth Gop in ſuch an 
amiable poinr of view as-may not only ba- 
niſh thy fears, but fill thy heart with con- 
fidence and joy. 

What hall I ſay more? Such is the vir- 
tue of this moſt ſovereign Balm, that it not 
only eaſes the an of a troubled conſci- 
ence when applied, and heals a broken 
heart; but even placates the angry coun- 
tenance of Gop himſelf, and converts his 
burning wrath, to love, and ſofteſt pity. 
This comfortable Truth was known to 
Ifrael's pious prince, who therefore ſpeaks 
on this wiſe concerning him, lite as a father 
 pitteth bis children, fo the Lok pritieth ow 
that fear bim. Now conſider thou 
afflicted foul, what a treaſury of Fink 
comfort is folded up in theſe words. 

1. Thou art a father we'll ſuppoſe, and 
lo, thou haſt a ſon very dear unto thee, who 
now lies at the point of death, ſo weak and 
f teeble by reaſon of his diſeaſe, that _—_ 
unable 
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unable to ſpeak, or tell thee ls a angziſh, 
and can only groan out his complaints, be. 2 
and 


look:to thee with watry eyes for relief, 
ſupport. Would not 115 Iiſtrefaful looks, 
pierce thy heart Would not his diſmal 
groans rend thy very ſoul ? Would it be 
poſſible for thee in ſuch caſe to withold re- 
lief from him, it it was in the power of thy 
hand to adminiſter it? No, I know the 
feelings of a father's, heart too well, to ſup» 

| — it poſſible. Now apply this to thine 
own condition, daſt not thou fear the LoRD ? 
Is not thy ſpirit. wounded, becauſe thou haſt. 
abuſed: his goodneſs ſo much, and incurred 
his. diſpleaſure ? Now as heaven is higher 
than the earth, and the mercy of Go *. 
ceeds the tender mercies of men, Jo dozh 
that pity, and affection, the Lozp bears 
towards his weeping, and diſtreſſed. crea- 
tures, tranſcend every tender emotion that 
a mortal breaſt is capable of. Thou ſayſt, 
I cannot pray, I often think when muſing 
in myſelf, that, I have a thouſand things to 
. ſay to Gop, and begin to order my wor 
and range my thoughts in a regular ſort, 
but alaſs, when I bow myſelf in ſecret be- 
fore him, I am all confuſed, and cannot 
utter a word of my complaints. Let thou 
canſt groan unto Gop, thou canſt ſigh out 
thy diſtreſs before him, and let him read a 
detail of thy wants expreſſed in this lan- 


guage of the heart, which he perfectly un- 
M 3 derſtands. 
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derſpenlds. The ſtammering nonſenſe, the 
| . Iipperfett words, / interrupted with forrow- 
ful ſobs, of my little ones, have often en- 
-— gaged my attention more, and put me under 44 
a a greater concern for their relief, than a 
more connect and ſenſible addreſs from one 
that has been more advanced in years. So 
is the Loxp better pleaſed with the ſhort, 
but broken-hearted prayer, of an humbled 
publican, than with the ſelf-applauding, 
Elk huſtibng ſtrains of an eloquent phariſee. 
"Wei then, that this precious balm of 
the” Redeemer's blood is of ſuch mighty 
efficacy, that by it's virtue, Gop the Fa- 
ther is rendered propitious, the Name of 
Irbovab ſhines forth with beams of Gop- 
ke glory, a way is opened for the free 
exerciſe of mercy to guilty ſinners, and a 
b wh, > remedy. 1s red for healing 
eyery diſeaſe of the ſoul ; Come, fly into 
u of Jzsvs, proſtrate thyſelf before 
him, bring thy broken heart, bring thy 
wounded ' ſpirit, come laden with guilt, 
bowed down with fins of the fouleſt ſtain, 
and prove the love and power of CHRIST 
to ſave. Come unto me, ſaid he, all ye that 
labuur, and are beavy laden, and I will give 
you reft, Every one that thirſteth come ye to 
the. waters, whoſoever will let him take of 
the water of life freely. Yea ſaid the Logp 
Irsus, f any man thirſt, let him come unto 
me and drin, T4 / 


; I ſhall 


4 
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1 ſhall only add to all the former inſtances 
of the ſovereign efficacy of this balm, that 
all that catalogue of ancient worthies, re- 
corded by the apoſtle to the Hebrews, expe- 
rienced the ſalvific power of the Redeemer's 
blood; and by it's ſingular and matohleſs 
virtue, atchieved noble deeds, contemned 
the world, reſiſted fin, wrought: righteouſ- 
neſs, were made ſtrong in weakneſs, victo- 
rious in war, . the prize of eternal 
glory. The blood of Cuxisr, conſidered 
as a price, is by the apoſtle Peter oppoſed 
to what this world deems moſt valuable, 
vi. ſilver, and gold, which when compared 
with that are corruptible, and of no value, - 
A thouſand worlds tendered as the price of 
redemption for loſt and c — ſouls, 
muſt have been reſected 3 abhorrence ; 
but with this — whole church is purchaſed, 
and becomes the peculiar property of Jeho- 
vab. The reaſon of the ineſtimable worth, 
and tranſcendent excellency of the blood of 
Cnaisr, is owing to the dignity of his per - 
ſon as God, and the complete junction of 
that with the human nature; inſomuch that 
his blood, though pertaining to the human 
nature, is called the blood of Goo. And 
as this was the price ſtipulated in the re- 
— covenant, with which ſinners were 
to be redeemed, this price being paid, juſ- 
tice itſelf ſays with reſpect to the captive 
* looſe him, and let bim go Deliver bim 
| from 


* 
— 
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from going dotm to-the pit. I have 
runſom. It is not therefore to —— 


but chat the blood of CnxlSπ as a moſt ſo- 
vereign balm is effectual for all the purpoſes 

I have mentioned, and if, as ſays the pro- 

et, tbe daughter 'of ny people, is not healed, 

if Hnners are not ſaved; and made whole, 

the cauſe muſt be ſought elſewhere, chan in 
any dcle@othurvis in. chis em af Gilead. 
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Toteithſtanding r pro- 
viſion is made for the ſalvation of 


RY a way opened by IJ xsus for the free 
exerciſe of ' mercy, a new and living way 


conſecrated by his blood, the Father recon- 
ciled to the world in and hroug h his Son, 
and the good pleaſure of his will — 
and proclaimed in the bleſſed goſpel; 
how few there are who:know the:joyful ſound, 
or. are concerned to ake of the rich 
bleſſings holden forth therein. Go com- 
plains that his people Iſrael were too little 
attentive to his ls: — amongſt” tbem; 

fince the day that your fathers came forth out of 
_ land of Egypt unto this day,” bave even 


ſent 
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ſent unto all my ſervants the prophets, daily 
riſing up early and ſending them-—Yet they 
bearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, 
but hardened their _ The prophet [/aiah 
complains, Lon p who hath believed our re- | 
| port? Nor did the apoſtles of our Lorp 1 
find a better diſpoſition in the people to ö 
whom they were ſent, to receive the goſpel; 
ſome derided and eſteemed the meſſage of 
life and ſalvation, as matter of fooliſhneſs, 
while others rejected with abhorrence both 
the preacher, and the preached. Nor is the 
world better diſpoſed in any wiſe at this 
day to receive the goſpel, nor ſo ſenſible of 
their ſickneſs as to be concerned for ſome 
— — Part of my buſineſs in 
this ſection therefore, ſhall be an attempt to 
evince this 1 rtant truth, that all the 
world is lick, tho' in a great part inſenſible 
of it; and ſo far as Gov ſhall be pleaſed to 
ſucceed my work, to ſtrike the conviction 
deep into their hearts, 1 know ſome may k 
pity my ignorance, and laugh at my folly, in 
fuppoling that any thing I can write or ſay 
ſhould be effectual to the rouſing of ſinners, 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, But I am not at 
all moved at the ſneers of men, ſo the Loan 
may vouchſafe a ſmile. I conceive of my- 
ſelf to be called to this work, under the like 
diſcouragements the prophet Exettiel had, 
when commanded to call the dry bones in 
the valley to life and hearing. Son ef man 
can 
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unto tbem, O ye ary 
b. be Lokp. The prophet obeyed, gave fort 


142 Te BAL F GRAD for 
can | theſe bones lor? O \Lorp Go thou 


knoweſt. - Propheſy upon theſe bones, and "ſay 
bones bear the word o f 


his voice, and the Lord accompanied it 
with an effectual power; the bones — 
moved, and lived. O Lonp ſo put a word 
in my mouth to 
the dead in e Heer fans,” _ hear 
and RPO! 20 1 

Inſenſibility of okneſs, where the — 
is nzanifeſtly diſordered, is ſo far from be- 
ing a proof of health — — eng _ 
it indicates the ſtreng e 
the diſeaſe. Art — in 1 wire #4 
ſinner, in ſpiritual health, — ſound mind? 
Whence then thoſe reſtleſs and reſiſtleſs 
defires after forbidden things? What is 
this but the fever of the ſoul? Under the 
influence of this, thou longeſt: with inſati- 
able thirſt, for what thou heartily loatheſt 
and condemneſt when that fever is reſtrain- 
ed. Why art thou carried into raptures, 
at a creature ſmile,-alarmed and confounded 


at the frown of a mortal; yet canſt remain 


unmoved under the tremendous threats of 
thy incenſed Creator, nor feel the leaſt grate- 
ful emotions of heart to this moſt kind Be- 
factor under the greateſt confluence of bleſ- 
ſings temporal and ſpiritual? Canſt thou 


prefer gold to Gop; earth to heaven; the 


plenſyres of the- world to the more refined 
Joys 


in thy Name, that 


_ 0 
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| Joys of piety the pleaſures of ſenſe to the 
_ pleaſures of religion; the things of time to 
eternity, and yet ſay my ſoul is well, my 
appetite is not vitiated, nor my underſtand- 
ing darkened? All theſe, and ſuch like 
_ irregularities are ſo many awful, andalarm- 
ing ſymptoms of the power and malignancy 
of the diſeaſe thy ſoul is infeſted with; and 
thy inattention hentai Kul (omg: to the AW = 
fulneſs of thy condition. 

Sin, thac Eſt made it's entrance into the 
world by the common parents of mankind, 
has, like an evil humour diffuſed itſelf into 
every member of the body, ſo that all who 
deſcend from the loins of Adam, are tainted 
with the turpitude, and held under the 
guilt of ſin. All have ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of Gon, ſaith the word of truth; 
nor will any that I know, dare to deny the 
charge; but all are inclined either to exte- 
nuate their guilt, by offering ſome plea in 
excuſe of themſelves, or, to prepare a balm 
for their own healing. Why wilt thou O 
ſinner ſhut up thy heart againſt conviction, 
and plead not guilty, while thine own con- 
ſcience bears a firm and unſhaken teſtimony 
before Gop, that. thy ſins and offences are 
more in number than the hairs of thy head. 
Moreover, hath not Gop's eye been upon 
thee in every path, has he not known thy 
down-fitting, and thy up-riſing ? Did not 
an preſence ſurround thee (although — 

a 
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had drawn ſo thick a vail over thy heart, 
that thou didſt not perceive it) when — 
' wenteſt under the covert of mid- night dark 


neſs, to indulge thyſelf in ſins that would 
not bear the light ? Has not his ear been 
attentive to thy blaſphemous ſpeeches, thy 
horrid imprecations, and even the ſoft and 
ſecret whiſper of thy tongue in thy deſpite- 
ful murmurings againſt a Gop' of infinite 
might and majeſty ?+Haſt-thou' not — 
arraigned the wiſdom of Go in the diſpen- 
ſations of his providence at thy bar? And 
faid to the majeſty of heaven, what doſt 
thou? And wilt thou-ſay I have not ſinned, 
or that thy ſins are but ſmall offences? Nay 
verily, thy ſins are damnable both in qua- 
lity and quantity. Is it a ſmall thing to be 
found in arms againſt the Loxp Almighty ? 
A rebel againſt the King of heaven, the ſu- 
preme Loxp, and only Potentate? To have 
broken hisflaws; rejected his council, abuſed 
his goodneſs, ſlighted his mercy, been deaf 
to his invitations; and contemned his re- 
proofs, whatſoever ny, deluded heart may 
conceive, are things highly. affronting to 
the Majeſty of 3 and — diſ- 
pleaſing in the fight of a Gop of infinite 
purity, and w eyes cannot behold 1 ini- 
dad with delight. 

Again, thy conſcience bears a further 
| teſtimony concerning thy ſtrange conduct 
| 1 erden, which if true, muſt * 
the 
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thee quite delirious through the prevalency 
of a ſinful nature, and ſtark dead in treſpaſ- 
ſes and ſins. It depoſeth that thou hadſt 
- never had any pleaſure in reading the word 

of Gop, but that it hath always appeared 
to thee as a dull and heavy unmeaning 
book; and that whenever thou haſt read, 

or heard a chapter or two read by another, 
which thou ſeldom or ever didſt, but at 
church, and ſometimes on the Loxp's Day 
evening, thou regardedſt it as a duty, was 
glad when it was done, and thoughteſt thy- 


{elf more worthy of Gop than before. That 


thou couldeſt be pleaſingly employed for 
ſeveral hours day by day, in reading roman- 


ces, fables, hiſtories, &c. And that thou 


couldeſt to this day fit three hours in the 


play-houſe with much leſs wearineſs than 
one hour in the church, and that a play has 


ſeldom been thought too long, nor even a 
ſermon too ſhort. This witneſs further- 
more depoſeth, that thou haſt no delight at 
all in prayer, and never uſeſt any but when 
he himſelf wearieth thee to it, and even 
then it is performed in ſo irreverent, and 
perfunctory a ſort, as is rather deteſtable 
than acceptable. That with reſpect to earth, 
and earthly things, thou art much more 
concerned about them than things heavenly, 
and eternal. That thou grieveſt more for 
the loſs of a little money, than for the loſs 
of Gop's favour ; and art much more anx- 


N ious 


ins, © fc 
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ious to add to thy poſſeſſions on earth, than 
to make proviſion for thy immortal ſoul. 
That the former lies uppermoſt in thy heart, 
employs all thy thoughts, that the latter is 
baniſhed from thy boſom as a buſy, trou- 
bleſome, and unſeaſonable intruder. What 
reply canſt thou make to theſe and the like 
things ? Canſt thou riſe up againſt thine 
own conſcience ? It will be to no purpoſe, 
if thine own heart condemn thee, Gop is 
greater than thy heart, and knoweth.all things. 

2. Verily O ſinner then, it appears that 
thou art guilty, thou art that poor wretch, 
for whoſe miſerable condition if thou canſt 
find an epithet, who is become the object 
of his Maker's indignation, and upon whoſe 
guilty head, all the curſes of the injured 
law of Gop are ready to break forth. And 
is it poſſible thou canſt enjoy thy eaſe, and 
yet purſue thy pleaſure ? Canſt thou yet 
ſubject thyſelf to another lord, and ſtill re- 
bel againſt the King of heaven? HE is 
almighty, man, what canſt thou do? HE 
is omnipreſent, whither canſt thou fly? 
His frown can create a hell in thy heart, 
and- the breath of his noſtrils enkindle the 
fire that never ſhall be quenched. Canſt 
thou cloſe thine eyes to ſleep, and not fear 
to open them in hell? Nothing preſerves thee 
from the pit, but that brittle thread of lite 
which innumerable accidents may ſuddenly 
break, and which the fatal ſiſter ever ſtands 
be © 4 ready 
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ready to cut. Think not theſe are chimeras 
and bugbears the device of divines, to alarm 
and terrify men's conſciences ; they are 
truths, or the word of Gop is not true. To 
diſbelieve theſe things, is to deny the Bible, 
renounce Chriſtianity, and commence De- 
1ſt, if not Atheiſt. Nor think with thyſelf 
that although thou art a ſinner, yet I exag- 
gerate thy danger, in the deſcription thereof, 
this is impoſſible. For, uncertain as life 
is, certain as death is, ſolemn and awful as 
is the tribunal of the Judge of quick and 
dead, to a guilty ſinner, dreadful and ter- 
rible as is eternal baniſhment from Gop, 
with all the miſeries of the damned in the 
hopeleſs pit, ſo dangerous is thy preſent 
ſtate and condition as an impenitent and 
unbelieving ſinner. Perhaps O ſinner, thou 
art not leſs diligently employed in defend- 
ing and fortifying thyſelf againſt convic- 
tion, than I am in endeavouring to faſten it 
on thy conſcience; but why wilt thou en- 
deavour to entrench thyſelf for an uncertain 
moment in thy own deluſions, ſeeing death, 
as the miniſter of vengeance, will ſhortly 
conſtrain thee to ſurrender, and ſtern juſtice 
will drag thee, however reluctant, to the 
bar of Gop. Give up thyſelf O ſinner, 
give up every plea, own thy tranſgreſſion, 
confeſs thy ſins to Gop, peradventure the 
Lorp may give thee repentance unto life. 
Suppoſe, that by ſhutting thine ears to the 

N 2 admonitions 
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admonitions and warnings of thine own 
conſcience, and hardening thy heart againſt 
the counſel and reproof of Gor, thou could- 
eft with much ado become quite inſenſible 
of thy ſtate and condition, ſo as to be freed 
under ſuch ſtupefaction from all diſtreſs 
and diſquieting fears, yet how ſoon muſt 
thou be laid under an indiſpenſible neceſſity 
of ſeeing and knowing thy ſtate really as it 
is, and will then be; when nothing will re- 
main to thee but the bitter reflection that 
thou art ruined paſt recovery, and that thy 
ſtate is utterly irremediable. Whereas at 
preſent, conviction being admitted, conſci- 
ence heard, the ſentence and proceedings of 
Gov againſt -thee owned as juſt, and thy 
ſtate and condition being ſeen in the moſt 
awful and alarming light, there is yet a 
Peradventure, and while there is life, there 
is hope, whoſoever cometh to me, ſaith the 
Lorp CnrisT, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
Suppoſing therefore, that my words have, 
through the bleſſing of Gop, had their wiſh- 
ed-for weight upon thy heart, and that thou 
inneſt to be ſomewhat ſenſible of thy ſin 
and ſickneſs ; as I have had no deſign in 
wounding, but in order to heal, nor in 
ſhewing thy ruin, but in order to thy reco- 
very, | ſhall drop a word or two for thy 
inſtruction and comfort in ſeeking health 
and ſalvation by IEsus, 


1. In 
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1. In order that thy ſpiritual ſickneſs 
may be healed, ſettle it in thine heart, that 
healing is impoſſible but by the hand of 
CHRIST, and that neither nature, nor crea- 
ture can produce any healing balm but the 
blood of CryrisT alone, And, let thy one 
ſingle aim be in all thou doſt, to come at 
CHRIST, and find an application of that one 
ſaluzary medicine to thy ſoul. And, as 
Cunts has promiſed to be preſent where 
two or three are gathered together in his 
Name, I would adviſe thee as often as poſ- 
ſible to be preſent there. Chuſe with pious 
Mary the good part, fit at the Maſter's feet, 
hear the word of CHRIST, and let it dwell 
in thee richly ; faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. Give diligent ' 
heed to the word preached, that thou mayſt 
receive it into an honeſt, and underſtanding 
heart, ſo that by the bleſſing of Gop upon 
it, it may become the ſavour of life unto 
life in thy ſoul. Moreover, often enter 
into thy cloſer, and there preſent thy ſup- 
plications to the Father, in the prevailing 
Name of his well beloved Son. Be fre- 
quent in thy addreſſes, and let fervour and 
earneſtneſs accompany every act of devo- 
tion. Conſider thy caſe as deſperate, and 
that thou muſt obtain mercy to pardon and 
heal thee or thou art ruined for ever. With 
what earneſt, holy importunity did the 
patriarch Jacob wreſtle with Gop, when 
| N 3 fearing 


V 
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fearing the wrath of Eſau his brother, and 
ſhouldeſt thou be lets importunate to be 
delivered from the hand of. vindictive juſ- 
rice ? But, | | | 
2. Beware of putting any duty in the 
place of ChRIis r, or of uſing any means, but 
with a view to come to CHRIST. There- 
fore, if thou doſt not meet with TJesvus in 
the aſſembly of his ſaints, nor hear him 
ſpeak eng comfortable to thy droop- 
ing heart from his word, ſet not any value 
upon any work done, but renew thy appli- 
cations with more fervour, and holy reſo- 
lution, . nor ever faint or grow weary, for 
Jzsvs is too compaſſionate to fee thee ever 
lying at the pool, and not at length pro- 
nounce the healing word. 
3. In this waiting for, and ſeeking Ixsus, 
ive no attention to any thing ſatan may 
uggeſt to thee, either with reſpect to thy 
ſin, or thy righteouſneſs. At ſome times 
he will endeavour to overwhelm thee in deſ- 
peration, by ſetting all thy ſins paſt, pre- 
ſent, the hardneſs of thy heart, the ini- 

uity of thy holy things, &c. in the moſt 
formidable light. And endeavouring at 
the ſame time, to repreſent Gop as impla- 
cable, wrathful, and irreconcilable, will 
All thy heart with dread, and endeavour to 
ſhake thine inmoſt ſoul. In ſuch caſe, my 
counſel is, anſwer him not a word, double 
thy diligence in duty, and urge with all 

5 poſſible 
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poſſible aſſiduity thy way to CHRIST. He 


perhaps in a little time may vary his man- 
ner of attack, change the ſcene, and exhi- 
bit to thy mind all the reverſe of the former. 
Now with ſoft and ſoothing whiſpers he 
will inſinuate the ſucceſs of thy prayers, 
and the piety of thy devotion. Every thing 
odious in ſin, imperfect in thy ſervices, and 
forbidding in the Loxp, he will attempt to 
conceal and hide. But even in this caſe 
alſo, my counſel is, regard him not, he is 
a liar, a deceiver, an intermeddler, ſay to 
thy own ſoul, thou haſt no buſineſs with 
any one but Jesus, therefore turn not to 
the right hand or to the left, but preſs | 
— 4 erery thing till thou canſt reſt in 
ESUS 
4. A ſight and ſenſe of thy ſinfulneſs and 
depravedneſs, will naturally draw thy at- 
tention, and thy heart will teem . 
of diſquieting fears and doubts But giv 
no further heed to theſe, nor ſuffer 12 
to have any other effect upon thee, than to 
ſtir thee up with more eager haſte, and a 
more ſettled purpoſe to fly to Ixsus. As, 
thou canſt not be juſtified either by the ho- 
lineſs of thy life, or the purity of thy heart, 
ſo neither haſt thou any thing to do to re- 
gard the ſentence of condemnation brought 
againſt thee from either, for he that believ- 
eth in Jesvs, is juſtified from all things, and 
the ſole meritorious cauſe of the juſtification 
of 
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of a ſinner, is the blood and righteouſneſs 
of CyrIsT. Therefore, inſtead of poring 
over thy ſickneſs, and diſtrefling thyſelf 
with the deſperateneſs of thy caſe, look 
unto  Jesvs the great Phyſician, and ear- 
neſtly pray for a more perfe& knowledge 
of him, and of his power to heal the mala- 
dies of thy ſoul. | 
Be much in meditation, it is the porch 
of prayer, and let the ſubjects of thy medi- 
tation, be ſuch as theſe. 1.-The fulneſs of 
ſalvation there is in Ixsus, the complete- 
neſs of his work in the redemption of his 
people, the ſaving efficacy of his blood, 
and the matchleſs purity and excellency of 
his righteouſneſs, Herein thou wilt ſee 
the moſt glorious and wonderful diſplay of 
the infinite love and wiſdom of Jebovab. 
Love, in looking down on a ruined race of 
helpleſs and wretched creatures, who with- 
out ſuch a gracious interpoſition-of divine 
philanthropy muſt have been for ever mi- 
ſerable. Wiſdom, in the contrivance of a 
plan ſo exactly ſuited to all the exigences 
of the offender, and ſo fully anſwerable to 
all the perfections of the offended. Mercy 
triumphs, with Juſtice uninjured in her train; 
Holineſs ſhines in ſpotleſs purity, fan, is de- 
ſervedly puniſhed, yet the ſinner ſaved, 
while ſovereign love, fair miſtreſs of the 
| ſkies fits ſmiling on a throne of radiancy 
and light. 2, Of the love of CHRIST to 
precious 


. WornpeD CoNnsCIENCES. 153 


precious ſouls, for the ſake of whom, when 
be thought it no robbery to be equal with Gon, 
yet, he made himſelf of no reputation, but 
put on a human form, and humbled him- 
ſelf to the loweſt depths of human miſery. 
What love could ever equal the love of 
Jesvs ! Or where did love ever cleave to 
an object ſo undeſerving as fallen, ſinful 
man? WE 
6. Offen think upon that dark and dole- 
ful night in which the Loxp of glory was 
baſely betrayed into the hands of ſinners, 
whoſe hearts were filled with helliſh malice, 
and whom the prince of darkneſs had de- 
tained in his ſervice, as proper inſtruments 
wherewith to perpetrate the curſed deed. 
Myſterious work ! The event was planned 
before the world was made, and the cove- 
nant of man's redemption was well ordered 
and ſure, comprehending all the means that 
were neceſſary to the end. Think how his 
dear and faithful diſciples, intimidated, all 
deſerted him, in that hour of darxneſs ; but 
let this ſupport thy drooping ſpirit, when 
all fled, yet Jzsvs ſtood ; and although 
preſſed beneath the ponderous load of hu- 
man guilt, he patiently ſubmitted, not my 
| will, but thine be done. It will cover thee 
with ſhame to think of the affronts and in- 
fults that were offered to JEsus before Pon- 
tius Pilate, Herod, and the nocturnal coun- 
| cil of the Jews, whoſe wicked purpoſe _ 
| deſign 
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deſign was far more dark and gloomy than 
the midnight ſhades. Meek and unmoved 
he ſtood before thoſe that reviled him, and 
as a lamb dumb before her ſhearers, ſo he 
opened not his mouth. What heart, un- 
touched, can bear to ſee the holy, innocent 
Jzsvs bound like a thief, and ſcourged as 
a malefactor, amidſt a mercileſs band of 
rufhans and the refuſe of the people ; and 
add to the conſideration, that all this he 
willingly underwent to ſave, even his inhu- 
mane torturers from hell. Seeſt thou O 
mourning foul, yon purple fluid that be- 
ſmears his face, and trickling down mingles_ 
with larger ſtreams below, that iſſue from 
his bruiſed body? That is the Balm, thy 
healing, and thy peace, the 'balm which 
when by faith applied, has never failed to 
Cure. 124551 
7. My counſel furthermore is, often me- 
ditate on the laſt and final ſcene of the Re- 
deemer's life below. What ſights are to be 
feen on Calvary's awful ſummit ? Flaming 
juſtice draws—W hat man, what angel fear- 
g leſs can look on ? She draws in vengeance 
the double-edged and flaming ſword, and 
Oh, ſhe plunges it into the heart of man's 
redeeming GOD. HE bleeds, HE lan- 
guiſhes, grows pale, and yields his breath. 
A ſolemn darkneſs ſoon ſucceeds, and uni- 
verſal nature ſighs, mine eye too drops a 
tear. O mourning ſoul, from this ſcene of 


darkneſs 
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=" darkneſs and diſtreſs, light, life, peace, and 
d Joys eternal ſpring. Here, in the death of 


d Jzsvs, ſee thy guilt removed, the Father 

bs reconciled ſmile, and the celeſtial dove de- 

1 ſcending with the branch of peace, for, HE 1 
it made peace by the blood of his croſs. E 1 
18 8. A word more and I have done, what 2 
f ever painful ſenſe thou haſt of thy diſeaſed 

d and wounded ſou] ; whatever proſpect may 

* be ſet before thee of comfort or healing any 


other way, or by any other means than by 
this Balm of Gilead, the blood of Ixsus 
CHRIST, at the peril of thy ſoul admit it 
not. All other means and medicines will 
be ineffectual and vain. There is no other 
way to heaven, but CHRIST, nor can any 
man come to the Father but by I Es us. Not 
the blood of bullocks, heifers, rams, lambs, 
or coupled doves can atone for ſin, or 
become proper ingredients for that balm 
that heals a broken heart; and yet without Y 
blood there is no remiſſion of ſin. Turn \ | 
thy whole attention then to the bleeding .3 
victim Jesvs, for by this the guilty are | 
abſolved, the impure are cleanſed, the deb- 
tor is freed and acquitted, the ſick in ſoul 
reſtored, and the wounded in ſpirit are made 
whole. For, the blood of JESsus CHRIST 

cleanſeth from all fin. 5 
I ſhall cloſe this work with a few words 
by way of direction, to ſuch as have expe- 
rienced the healing virtue of this Balm of 
Gilead, 
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Gilead, with reſpect to their future conduct 
while ſojourners here on earth 

1. Becauſe you have found an effectual 
balm in the blood of IEsus, be not there- 
fore careleſs of your health and ſoundneſs 
for what prudent man would drink poiſon, 
becauſe he has an antidote at hand that will 
expel it ? Beware of that which firſt brought 
on your ſickneſs, and occaſioned thoſe pain- 
ful ſenſations in your ſoul, viz. all fin. 
The freely juſtified, are not fully ſanctified, 
the body of death is not totally deſtroyed, 
where a living principle of grace 1s par- 
tially introduced; nor are the ſeeds, or ra- 
ther the roots of corruption quite evelled 
in the renewed heart. I preſume, that Da- 
vid had been healed by this balm of Gilead, 


the blood of CHRIST, before he incautiouſly 


fixed his eyes on Bathſbeba; yet how did 
{in with an envenomed ſhaft ſtrike through 
his very liver, and laid a foundation in his 
heart for perpetual ſorrow, diſtreſs and 
ſhame. Peter, had boldly confeſſed to the 
Name of ChRisr, influenced thereto by the 
Spirit of Gop; yet in an unguarded, and 
trying hour, diſowns with oaths and curſes 


whom he had before confeſſed, and hereby 


brought much grief and anguiſh to his own 
heart. Should I but inſinuate the poſſibility 
of thy falling into this or that fin, perhaps 
thou wouldit ſay with Hazael is thy ſervant 
a dog that he ſhould do this thing ? * 
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: be affured, to the humbling of thy heart, 
whoſoever thou art, that haſt taſted how 
gracious the Lord is, and art united to 


5 Jesvs by a vital faith, there is not any ſin 
however heinous in it's nature, and, may 
be, at preſent, abominable in thine eyes, 
which thou art not-liable to be tempred - a 
with, and if not preſerved by ſpecial grace, - nf 
to fall i into. the commiſſion of. Therefore, we | 
watch and pray that ye fall nor into tempta- 

tion, or if the Loxy ſuffer you to be tempt- 
ed, that with the temptation he may make 
a way for your eſcape. 

2. Beware of overvaluing your duties, 

and eſteeming yourſelves too highly, on the 

- account of your piety. A ſelt-righteous - 

ſpirit cleaves to all men, and there are few, 

even of the moſt profligate amongſt. men, 

| who ſay not in their hearts, with reſpect to 

N ws, ftand off, J am holier than thou. This 

; 

| 


ſpirit is quite contrary to the ſpirit of the 
_ goſpel, which teaches us to eſteem others 
better than ourſelves, and whereloever it 
obtains a place, frequently preſages a fall; if 
we may not rather hy indicates it. Short- 
comings, and imperfections, are inſepara- 
ble concomitants of our beſt duties; and | 
nothing but the want of due attention to 1 

| 
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the ſtate of our own minds, in the diſcharge | 
of our duty, or, miſtaken notions of the 45 


rule and ſtandard thereof, can leave us in- 
ſenſible of it. 
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3. Watch over thyſelf, and all thy ſpi- 
ritual duties, leſt a careleſs, lukewarm ſpirit 


intrude, and intermix itſelf with thy per- 


formances. A warm heart is no doubt, 
pleaſing to Gop, for a lukewarm heart, he 


quite diſapproves, and ſpeaks of it as loath- 


ſome. Perſons under their firſt love gene- 
rally feel, and manifeſt much life; but it 
is no rare thing to ſee profeſſors grow dull, 
and ſluggiſh, ſo that the life and ſpirit of 
true piety is ſcarce to be perceived. Take 
heed therefore, of becoming formal in thy 
devotion, and lifeleſs in thy ſpiritual exer- 
cies ; number dry, dead, and formal de- 
votion, amongſt the many caterpillars, and 
noxious inſects, which ſecretly and often 
unperceived eat up the vitals of religion in 
the ſoul, and as ſuch, own againſt it. A 

rings glory to God, 
nor good to his own ſoul. And while others 


make him a pattern for their piety, becauſe 


of his long profeſſion, they are hereby in 
danger of ſtopping ſhort of the ſtandard of 
ſalvation, and periſhing in their ſins, thro? 
the careleſs conduct of a cold and formal 
profeſſor. | 

4. As a behever in Jesvs, thou haſt no- 
thing to do with the law of Gop in any mat- 
ter touching thy juſtification, or condem- 
nation, ſo that from any of thy own works 
thou ſhouldeſt either be dejected, or uplift- 
ed, for CHRIST 7s the end of the law for 
| righteouſneſs 
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righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. Yet 
I would adviſe thee never to loſe ſight of 
the law; try all thy works by it, it will 
diſcover the alloy that is in them, they will 
without doubt be wanting when weighed 
in this balance, though deemed full weight, 
and ſterling when viewed without it. This 
will indeed kill all thy comforts ariſing from 
a fond conceit of thy own righteouſneſs , 
but it will enliven thy joys, and increaſe 
thy comforts in CHRIST, to whom it will 
neceſſarily remit thee, for ſuch a righteouſ- 
neſs as will fully counterbalance the weigh- 
tieſt precept in the law. No wonder that 
perfons loſing ſight of the pure and perfect 


law of Gop, ſhould quite miſtake the qua. 


lity, and value of their own works, anc 
tender light, and adulterated money fot 
ſterling gold. It is this that leads men tc 
regard, and value CHRIS the leſs, as their 
opinion of their own purity and perfection 
obrainsin them the more. Pray therefore, 
to be kept ſenſible of thy many weakneſſes, 
ſhort-comings, and imperfections, that hav- 
ing nothing in thyſelf on which to rely, 
thou mayeſt look for thy all in Jzsvs ; be- 
ing thyſelf content to be nothing, that he 
may be all things unto thee. - | 
5. Once more and I have done. Learn 
to diſtinguiſh between living by faith, and 
living by ſenſe, and prefer the former. To 
live by ſenſe may yield a preſent, but al- 
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ways a momentary and precarious pleaſure; 
but to live by faith, will never fail to yield 
a conſtant and unfading joy. To live by 
ſenſe, is ſweet; to live by faith is certain. 
He that lives by ſenſe, will ever have his 
eye upon himſelf, as the fountain of his fe- 
licity ;. but he that lives by faith, will be 
ever looking to Jzsvs, as the only ſource 
of his ſoul's happineſs. To live by ſenſe, 
is to neſtle on the ground like the lark; but 
to live by faith, is like the eagle to ſoar into 
the ſkies, and look unto the ſun. Set your 
affetions on things above, faith the apoſtle. 
And, let your converſation be in heaven. See 
that your loins be always girt, let your 
lamps be always. ready trimmed, and be 
looking out daily for the coming of the 
. . bridegroom, that whenever called from 

earth, having the affections in heaven alrea- 
dy, the diſembodied ſpirit may take a ſweet 
and ſpeedy flight unto thaſe manſions Jzsvs 
is gone to prepare, where ſorrow and ſigh- 
ing, ſickneſs, pain, and death, ſhall be no 
more. | | | 
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I. 


Of ev'ry nation, people, tongue; 
All bruis'd, and mangled, naked, poor, 


A ſin- diſorder'd fearful throng. - 


II. 


Behold an efficacious balm, 
Prepar'd to heal, by heav*nly art; 


The healer is the holy Laws, 


Who heals the broken contrite heart. 
III. 


Doubt not his pow'r to make you whole, 
What cannot our Immanuel do? 
Who made can ſave a wretched ſoul, 


From all it's ſin, and guilt, and woe. 
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Come needy and his grace receive, 
And his rich bounty magnify 
Truſt not in works, only believe, 


And pardon, grace, and glory buy. 


The 


Raw near ye wounded, ſick, and fore, 
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The ſaints who now adoring bow, 

Once felt like you th* envenom'd dart; 
They ſigh'd, and griev'd, as ye do now, 
But I Esus heal'd the ſin- ſic k heart. 


V. 


His precious blood is ſtill the ſame, 
To all in ev'ry age, and place; 


Who ſeek ſalvation through his Name; 


Nor ever fail his truth and grace. 


VII. 


Say not, my ſins fill me with doubt, 
*T would be preſumption ſhould I come; 
For ES US will not caſt thee out, 

His Spirit faith there {till is room. 


VIII. 


Could HE for ſinners bow the ſkies, 
For ſinners ſpend his lateſt breath 


And can HE ſinners now deſpiſe, 
Who ſeek ſalvation through his death ? 


IX. 


Or can thy ſin-diſeaſed ſoul, 

Exceed the pow'r of Jzsus* blood 
To purge, aad cleanſe, and make it whole ? 
Why JESUS is the mighty Gop. 


His 
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His balmy blood thro? ages tri'd. 
Has mollifi'd the ſinner's ſmart; 
Nor faiPd when cer by faith apply'd, 
To perfect healing in the heart, 


XI. 


— 


Believe, and prove your fins forgiv'n, 
Such virtue's in his precious blood; 
Flold firm your faith, and yours is heav'n, 
Eternal Life, and Peace, and Gop 
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